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INTRODUCTION. // 



After reading the accompanying tract, the reader will not be 
surprised that the authorities of that day interposed to put a 
stop to the literary controversy (which had become so coarse 
and personal) between Thomas Nash and Gabriel Harvey: it had 
grown into a sort of public scandal ; it began in 1592, in anger, 
and it ended in 1597, in abuse. We can hardly say who com- 
menced the offensive portion of the discussion : both parties were 
in fault, and Nash's attacks were so bitter and galling, that we 
can not be much surprised if his antagonist, not possessing wit 
and humour, resented those attacks, and, in repelling them, were 
driven to the use of weapons of the roughest description. Still, 
in his last effort, to which Nash was not permitted to reply, 
Harvey shows that he was not altogether wanting in vigour. 
His learning was greater than that of Nash, and his allusions 
and illustrations are sometimes apt, and clever: he had no 
natural or satirical drollery, and his attempts of that kind are 
often little better than imitations of, or sequels to, the hints of his 
adversary. Thus the whole of Harvey's " Trimming" may be said 
to be merely the following up of Nash's ludicrous dedication of 
" Have with you to Saffron Walden "; and but for Nash's exam- 
ples Harvey's answers would scarcely have been more than tedious 
displays of bile, self-conceit, and scholastic acquirements. 



Digitized by 



Google 



It is true that Harvey was allowed the last word, but it was of 
such a character that he would have been glad to recall it ; and, 
although he lived many years afterwards, he did not, as a lite- 
rary man, survive the blow he had inflicted on his own repu- 
tation : we know of no work by him of a subsequent date, while 
Nash, in the next year but one, published his " Lenten Stuff," a 
lively paradoxical praise of the red-herring; but he was dead 
before 1601, and we apprehend that his comedy of " Summer's 
Last Will and Testament,*' printed in 1600, was not put forth until 
after his decease : it had been written and privately acted as early 
as 1593. D. O. P. edit. 1825, vol. ix, p. 12. 

What we have now to do is to redeem our promise by giving a 
list of the pieces belonging to the " flyting " between the lite- 
rary combatants in the order in which they should be read by 
parties now in possession of the reprints of them, and who wish 
to understand the commencement, progress and termination of 
the controversy. We must begin by two publications forming, 
in fact, no necessary part of the discussion, although they origi- 
nally led to it. These are, — 

1. Robert Greene's " Quip for an Upstart Courtier," which as 
it first appeared (no copy with this peculiarity is kiio>^Ti) con- 
tained a suppressed passage relating to the Harvey s, charging 
Gabriel, John, and Richard, with being the sons of a rope- 
maker at Saffron Walden. Our reproduction is of the edition 
in 1592, the earliest and most perfect extant. The "Quip" 
(mainly a plagiarism from Francis Thynne) was frequently re- 
printed, but never with the passage offensive to the Harveys. 

2. Thomas Nash's " Pierce Penniless' Supplication to the 
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Ill 

Devil,'* complaining of his poverty and consequent sufiferings, a 
pablication to which Gabriel Harvey often alludes. This we have 
given from the second impression (there were at least tliree in 
the first year, 1592) not merely because it contains some curious 
alterations, but because it is preceded by a valuable epistle from 
Nash to his printer, which belongs only to the copy employed for 
our reprint. 

Then we arrive at the performances strictly appertaining to 
the " fly ting," which ought to be read (and perhaps bound) in 
the subsequent order. 

3. Gabriel Harvey*s " Four Letters and certain Sonnets, espe- 
cially touching Robert Greene and other parties, by him abused." 
This tract was never reprinted of old, and was intended by the 
writer as an answer to Greene's attack upon Harvey, the father, 
as a rope- maker, and upon his three sons, as peraons so descended. 

4. Thomas Nash's " Strange News of the intercepting certain 
Letters and a Convoy of Verses," was an answer to the pre- 
ceding, and bears the same date, 1592, but some copies have 
the year 1593 on the title-page, when it was called, in reference to 
the same author's previous production and Harvey's " Four 
Letters," &c., " The Apology of Pierce Penniless, or Strange 
News of the intercepting of certain Letters," &c. In 1593 it con- 
tained a dedication to a person whom Nash called Apis Lapis, 
i. e., as we may presume, Beestone, the actor. 

5. Gabriel Harvey's " Pierce's Supererogation, or a New Praise 
of the Old Ass." The earlier portion of this work, as far as p. 
144 of our reprint, bears the date of Nov. 1589, while the later 
part, almost solely directed against Nash, is of April 1593. Harvey 



Digitized by 



Google 



thought fit to couple them, although only about the last ninety 
pages belong to the subject on which he was most intent — the 
vituperation of Nash, Greene, and their companions. 

6. Gabriel Harvey's " New Letter of notable Contents," which 
has reference mainly to an offer of amends and reconcilement made 
by Nash, in his " Christ's Tears over Jerusalem," printed in 1593. 
Harvey at once rejected it, and for that rejection he was repaid 
by Nash in a second issue of " Christ's Tears," bearing date in 
1594. This " New Letter of notable Contents" shows Harvey's 
continued asperity for attacks provoked by himself in his abuse 
of Robert Greene after death. 

Here Nash allowed the matter to rest for some time : the plague 
had broken out in London, and he had retired to the mansion of 
the Carews at Beddington, near Croydon, where he wrote his 
" Summer's Last Will and Testament." He had vainly endea- 
voured to bring about a reconcilement with Harvey, and in 1594 
published two works, wholly unconnected with the dispute, which 
must have cost him time and trouble, one of them especially, be- 
cause it was out of his usual line of composition — " The Life of 
Jack Wilton : " the other he called " The Terrors of the Night, a 
Discourse on Apparitions." In the mean time Harvey was en- 
joying his fancied and temporary triumph ; but when Nash heard 
it, he resolved again to put pen to paper, to let Harvey and his 
friends see that his wit had not been exhausted, nor extinguished ; 
on the contrary, that it burned with renewed heat and vivacity. 
Referring therefore to the time he had allowed to elapse, he put 
forth a piece evidently written off-hand, but full of pungent satire, 
and piercing ridicule, and with a display of attainments highly 
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creditable to a man who was, perhaps, not more than half the 
age of his competitor. He dedicated it, with much spirited 
burlesque, to Richard Lichfield, the barber of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and it bore for title, — 

7. " Have with you to Saffron Walden, or Gabriel Harvey's 
Hunt is up, containing a full Answer to the eldest son of the 
Halter-maker.'' It consists of more than 160 pages, and is in the 
form of a dialogue between Nash and three friends, who con- 
verse in a semi-serious manner regarding him whom Nash terms 
'^the sinful Doctor," and his absurd and intemperate perform- 
ances. It bears the date of 1596, and, from beginning to end, is 
an adoption of the Italian manner of discussing particular sub- 
jects by several interlocutors. It is certainly very irritating, 
especially that portion in which the author speaks of the birth, 
parentage, and education of Harvey. The reply to it by Harvey 
is contained in 64 pages, and is called, in very large letters, — 

8. " The Trimming of Thomas Nashe, Gentleman, by the high 
titled patron Don Richardo de Medico Campo," t. e, Richard 
Lichfield, or Leechfield, "Barber Chirurgion to Trinity College 
in Cambridge," the same person to whom Nash, in mockery, 
had dedicated his " Have with you," Ac. The humour of 
making this reply proceed from so unlikely a source would never 
have occurred to Harvey, had not Nash originated the introduc- 
tion of the barber, which constitutes the chief merit of Harvey's 
performance. The " Trimming" was not published until the year 
after the date of Nash's renewed attack ; and one excuse for its 
coarseness and abuse may be, that the whole was put into the 
month of so humble, yet so familiar a personage. 
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VI 

That it was composed with all dispatch by the author, and typo- 
graphed with equal haste by the printer, may be seen from the 
carelessness of the style, and the many errors and peculiarities of 
the press. The reproduction of it has been one of the hardest 
tasks of the kind we have had to perform : no other tract has 
given us half the trouble ; and our transcriber could make so little 
of it, and performed his duty so imperfectly, that we availed our- 
selves of the assistance of a third and very competent person, who 
kindly volunteered his services. We are, therefore, indebted 
to Mr. W. C. Hazlitt for the care and pains he took in the 
collation. How the barber became so out-of-the-way learned, as 
he is sometimes represented in the pamphlet, might puzzle us, if 
we did not know who was the real author of the many references 
and elucidations : some mistakes in Latin quotations were 
clearly intentional. Harvey was, probably, ashamed to put his 
name upon the title-page, or at the close of the preliminary matter; 
but the work was well known to be his at the time the order 
was issued for the cessation of the libellous controversy, which, 
in various forms, had continued for more than five years. Even 
as early as 1593 the unseemly contest had excited the wrath of 
Philip Stubbes, who, in his " Motive to Good Works," complained 
of the manner in which " one man was allowed to write against 
another, and to publish it in print to the view of the world." 

Only a single copy of Harvey's " Trimming of Thomas Nashe" 
is believed to be in existence ; and all the other tracts belonging 
to the " flyting" are of the rarest occurrence. 

J. P. C. 
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TO THE LEARNED. 
Erne, perlege, nee te precii poenitebit. 

TO THE SIMPLE. 

Buy mee, read me through, and thou 
wilt not repente thee of thy coft. 
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TO THE GENTLE READER, 

pROFACE, gentle Gentlemen. I am forry I have no 
better cates to prefent you with ; but pardon, I pray 
you, for this which I have heere provided was bred in Lent, 
and Lent (you know) is faid of leaner becaufe it macerates 
and makes leane the bodye : if therefore this difh bee leane, 
and nothing anfwerableto your expeflation, let it fuffice twas 
bred in Lent : neither had it anye time wherein it might 
gather anye thinge unto it felfe, to make it more fat and 
delightfull. His Epiftle I expefted any time thefe three 
yeares, but this mine dMniyfttfJinefuco loquar, though it be 
not worthy to bee called the worke of one well fpent houre, 
I have wrought foorth out of the ftolne howres of three 
weekes : for although occafion hath been extant to anfwere 
it, yet held in fufpence, confidering the man and matter, 
whether I fhould take it upon mee or no. At laft, 
concluding him eafily anfwerable, I have undergone it: 
therefore, howfoever you fee it crept abroad. Gentles, receive 
it well in worth : your favours, happily, might adde ftrength 
unto it, and ftirre up the faint creeping fteps to a more lively 
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iv To the Reader, 

pace ; it, by hard hap being denied of the progreffe, keeping 
at home, hath growne fomewhat greater. To tell you what 
the man is, and the reafon of this book, were but triviall 
and fuperfluous, only this ; you may call it The Trimming 
of Thomas Naflie, wherein hee is defcribed. In trimming 
of which defcription, though I have founde out, and fetcht 
from the mint, fome few new wordes to coulor him, grant 
me pardon, I thinke them fitte for him who is fo limmed 
and coullored with all new found vallanie ; for, if they bee 
etimoligifde, they no whit difagree from his properties. 
Slender labour hath fufficed to weave this thinne fuperficiall 
vaile to cover his crimfon Epiftle, and (haddow it foorth 
unto the world. For as a garment of too bright a color is 
too evil an objefl for the eyes (as is the fun), and is nothing 
gazed after, no not of thofe who never faw it before ; yet 
newe things are defired, becaufe twould prove pernicious to 
their eyes, but once ore-clowded and covered with a lawne 
vefture, through that it (hines and becommeth a leffe hurt- 
ing objefl and draws the peoples fight after it : fo his 
Epiftle, in its owne colour beeing too refplendent and hurt- 
full to the readers, is laid apart and is nothing in requeft, 
for that twould prove as a burning glaffe unto their eyes ; 
but veftured with this caule and rare-wrought garment it 
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To the Reader. v 

lofeth part of it hurting vigour, and therefore is cald to 
be feene againe. 

Loathed tedioufnes I alfo efchewed, as no leffe hurtful! 
than too bright an objeft The booke which he dedicateth 
to me is fo tedious, that, had I read it through, it fo loath- 
fome would have wrought more on mee, both upward and 
downward, then 3 drams of pilles : his Epiftle is not behinde 
hand ; to that I might fay as faid Diogenes to the men of 
Minda (whofe gates were greater in analogicall proportion 
then their citie) O, yee men of Minda, looke to your citie,that 
it flyes not out at your gates : fo his booke might well, for 
the largeneffe of the Epiftle, have flowne out at it ; and furely 
I thinke, had his book any wings, that is, any queint devife 
flying abroad to pleafe withall, it would never have ftaid till 
this time. Therefore I thinke it providently done of him 
(though out of doubt the foole had no fuch drift) to make 
the gates fo bigge, that when we have pafled through the 
gates, fuppofing all the cittie to be futable to the ftatelines 
of them, but after we are entred, finding our felves meerely 
guld, and that all the cittie is not worth the gates, wee may 
the more readily finde the way out of the cittie againe, the 
gates beeing fo great : and this remedye I found once, when 
I tooke my journey into his cittie. 
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vi To the Reader. 

But to returne. If this bee not fo well fet foorth as you 
could wilh it were, blame mee not ; for as the moon, being 
naked and bare, is faid once to have gone to her mother 
and afked of her a coat to cloath her, but (he anfwered, 
there could bee no coate made fit for her f^r her inftabilitie, 
fometime (he being in the ful, and fometime in the wane ; 
fo hee, being a man of fo great revolution, I could not fit 
him : for if I had undertaken to fpeak of one of his pro- 
perties, another came into my mind, and another followed 
that, which bred confufion, making it too little for him : 
therefore, were it not too little, it might be twold be fit : 
but, howfoever, pardon (Gentlemen) my boldnes in prefent- 
ing to your favorable viewes this litle and confufed coate. 

Yours in all curtefie, Richard Lichfield. 
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THE TRIMMING OF THOMAS NASHE. 



CIR, heere is a gentleman at the doore would fpeake 
with you. Let him come in. M. Najhe! welcome. 
What ! you would be trimd ; and I cannot denie you that 
favour. Come, fit downe, He trim you myfelfe. How now } 
What makes you fit downe fo tenderly.? you crintch in 
your buttocks like old father Pater Patrice, he that was 
father to a whole count rey of baftards. Difpatch, fr boy ! 
fet the water to' the fire : but, firra, hearke in your eare ; 
firft goe provide me my breakfaft, that I goe not fading 
about him ; then goe to the apothecarie and fetch me fome 
repreffive antidotum, to put into the bafon, to keep downe 
the venomous vapors that arife from his infeftious excre- 
ments : for (I tell you) I like not his countenance ; I am 
afraid he labours of the venereall murre. 

Mufe not (gentle Thomas) that I come fo roughly uppon 
you with Sit downe, without anie dedicatorie epiftle, 
which (I know) you expefled; for that your Epiftle (in 
fome wife) brought forth this fmall worke, which pur- 
pofely I omitted, fcoming patronage againft you. For if 
(by an Epiftle) I had made fome lord or knight my patron, 
it would have mennaged and given courage to you, that 
(not fufficient of my felfe) I fliould get fome proteflor to 
ftand out with you. As in a cocke-fight, if the cocke- 
mafter takes off his cocke when they are buckled together, 
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8 The trimming of Thomas Najlie, 

it encourageth the other cocke (deeming his adverfarie to 
flye to his mafter for refuge) fo that hee crowes foorth the 
triumph before the vi6lorie. Therefore, forfooth, if for 
orders fake (that of cuftome might be made a neceflarie 
law) you would have an epiftle, I thought it beft, refpefting 
the fubjeft matter, as neere as poflibly I could to patterne 

O eloquence ! it with the like patron. Then, not knowing where to heare 
of fome mifcreant, polluted with all vices, both of bodie and 
minde, and viewing over all the impreft images of men in 
the memoriall cell of my braine, at laft I efpied your felfe 
more lively ingraven than the reft, and, as it were, ofTring 
your felfe to this purpofe. Then prefently I made choice 
of you, that like an affe you might beare your burden, and 
patronize your owne fcourge; as dooth the filly hedge- 
fparrow, that fo long foftereth up the cuckow in her neaft, 
till at length (he bee devoured of her ; or the viper, that is 
deftroyed of her owne whelpes. All England for a patron ! 

Item for you. But to this fodaine joy (for fodaine joy foone ends) this 
croffe happened ; that knowing it to bee my duetie to gra- 
tulate my patrone with the firft hereof, but not knowing 
where to finde you, for that you (the worlds citizen) are 
heere and there, you may dine in this place, and goe fup- 

Wei put in. perleffe to bed, if you know where to have your bed ; you 
may bee in one prifon to day, and in another to morrow : 
fo that you have a place but as a fleeting incorporeall fub- 
ftaunce circumfcribed with no limits, that of your owne 
you have not fo much as one of Diogenes his poore cot- 
tages. You have indeed a terminus a quo (as we logicians 

How hardly fpeake) but no terminus ad quern. Now, fir, for the uncer- 

cave or place, taintie of your manfion houfe, you having all the world to 
keepe court in, and being fo haunted with an earthquake 
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The trimming of Thomas No/he. g 

that in what houfe foever you are one day, you are fhaken 
out the next, my little Booke might kill three or foure 
porters, that muft run up and dovvne Loudon to feeke you, 
and at the laft might dye it felfe for want of fuccour before 
it comes to your hands. Yet it might bee, that in your 
requeft you are infatiable; you will take no excufe, your 
will is your reaf<5n, nay may not be admitted. Well, it 
ihall be yours : for your Epiftles fake, have at you with an 
Epiftle. 

To the polypragmaticall, parafitupocriticall, and pantopkat- 
noudendeconticall Puppie, Thomas Najhe^ Richard 
Leichfield wijheth the continuance of that he hath : that 
is, that he want not the want of healthy wealthy ana 
libertie. 

Mitto tibi Nafhum prora N, piippi humque carejitem, Nashum. 

God fave you (right gloffomachicall Thomas), the vertuous 
riches, wherewith (as broad fpread fame reporteth) you are 
induced, though fama malum (as faith the poet) which I 
confirme, for that fhee is tarn fi£li pravique tenax, quam, 
nuncia veri, as well faith Mafter William Lilly in his adjec- 
tiva verbalia in ax. I fay, the report of your rich vertues 
fo bewitched me toward you, that I cannot but fend my 
poore book to be vertuoufly fuccoured of you, that when 
both yours and my frends fhall fee it, they may (for your 
fake) vertuoufly accept of it. But it may be you denie the 
the epiftle : the booke is of you, the epiftle muft be to fome 
other. I anfwer, you are defirous of an epiftle. Did not 
Ccefar write thofe things himfelf which himfelfe did } And 
did not Lucius, that golden afTe, fpeak of himfelf which was 

c 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO TIu trimming of Thomas NaJJie. 

the affe ? and will not you (though an affe, yet neither 
golden nor filver) patronize that which others tooke paines 
to write of you ? Ccefar and Lucius for that fhall live for 
ever : and fo fliall you as long as ever you live. Go too, I 
fay; he is an ill horfe that will not carrie his owne prowender. 
But chiefly I am to tell you of one thing, which I chufe to 
tell you of in my epiftle, both becaufe of epiftles fome be 
denunciatorie, as alfo confidering that wife faying elfewhere 
of the precife fchoolemafter, If thy frend commit anie enor- 
mious offence toward thee, tell him of it in an Epiftle. And 
truly this is a great and enormious offence, at which my 
choller (lands upright, neither will I put it up. Therefore 
in fadnes provide your lawyer; I have mine : it will beare 
as good an aftion as if you fhould have come in to another 
mans houfe, and never fay, Hoe ! God be here : that is, you 
wrote a foule epiftle to mee, and never told me of it before. 
You might have faid. By your leave, fir. I warrant you, I write 
but this fmall epiftle to you, and I tell you of it as long before 
as the epiftle is long. But now I remember me, there was no 
hatred between us before, and therefore twould be prooved 
but chaunce-medley. Let it even alone, it cannot be undone; 
for a thing eafely done never can be undone, and a man 

Where can "^^7 quickly become a knave, but hardly an honeft man. 

you tell? And thus (malevolent Toni) I leave thee. From my cham- 

^, . , ber in Cainb, to your. 

That is, that ^ 

wold folow Yours in love, ufque ad aras, 

thee even to ^ ./ 3 ' 

thegallowes. RI^H. LICFCFIELD. ' 
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The trimming of Thomas NaJJie, 1 1 



You fee howe lovingly I deale with you in my epiftle, 
and tell of your vertues, which (God forgive me for it) is as 
arrant a lye as ever was told ; but to leave thefe parergafti- 
call fpeeches, and to come to your trimming. Becaufe I will Allyourparts. 
deale roundly with you I wil cut you with the round cut, 
in which I include two cuts : firft, the margent cut ; fecondly, 
the perfeft cut. The margent cut is nothing els but a pre- 
paration to the perfe6l cut, wherby I might more perfeftly 
difcharge that cut upon you ; for as in a deep (landing poole, 
the brinks thereof, which are not unfitly called the margents, 
being pared away, we may the better fee thereinto ; fo the 
margents, which fitly we may terme the brinkes of your 
ftinking (landing poole (for it infefb the eare as doth the 
(linking poole the fmell) being cut away, I may the better 
fini(h this perfect cut, and rid myfelfe of you. To the 
margent cut. When fird your epidle came into my hands, 
I boldly opened it, and fcaling the margents of it, I efpied a 
feely note, qtiqfi converfant about fieads, I fayd not a word, 
but turning over a leafe or twoo more, to fee if you continued 
in thofe fimple animadverfions, and, indeed, I faw you to 
bee no changeling, for there I efpied barbers knacking of 
their fingers, and lowfie naperie^ as foolifh as the othtv :femper 
idem (thought I) might be your mot, and fo you will dye. 
Then I began to marke the note, which you adjoyned to 
your notes that they might be noted : there to(nng and turn- 
ing your booke upfide downe, when the wed end of it 
hapned to be upward, methought your note feemed a d: ah! 
dunccy dolt, dotterell, quoth I ; well might I be a d^, and, for 
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1 2 The trimming of Thomas Nashe, 

my life, for the fpace of twoo howres could not leave rayl- 
ing of thee all in ds. 

Now to the perfect cut. I cannot but admire you in the 
tittle you allow me, feeing wee admire monfters as well as 
vertuous men, and a foole (as oft I have heard fcholers dif- 
pute in mine office) as a monfter : other barbers like not the 
title : it pleafeth me, and all the dukes in Spaine cannot 
fhew the like, and I thinke that halfe a yeeres ftudy did not 
bring it out of thy dunfticall hammer-headed fcalpe, but 
thou doft to difgrace mee, and thinkft thy title decketh a 
barber, and that a barber with thy title is as a rotten chamber 
hang'd with cloth of arras ; but tis not fo : alas ! thy reading 
affoords thee not to knowe the ancient and valorous of 
barbers. 

I could fpeake howe they flourifhed amongft the Abanis^ 
a fierce and warlike people ; and by the barbers perpolike 
cunning, as it were amending nature and fhaping their faces 
to more aufteritie, they became more victorious, as Plutarch 
recordeth in the life of Thefeus: and young ftripplings, 
newly fit for armes, firft were brought to Delphos, and there 
offered the firft fruites of their haire to Jupiter; next him 
the barbers were ferved and they cut them, and went as 
Jowes Vifes to make them fit for warre. They flourifhed 
before with the Arabians, the Myjians, the Dacians, the 
DabnatianSy the Macedonians, the Thracians, the Servians, 
the Sarmacians, the Valachians, and the Badgarians, as 
faith Pollidorus Virgil: afterward Alexander entertained 
into his campes barbers, as the fpurres and whetftones of 
his armies. 

Dionifius, that blood-thirftie tyrant, that feared no peeres, 
ftoode alwaies in feare of barbers, and rather would have his 
hayrc burnt ofT, than happen in to the barbers handes. 
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Therefore, in a barbers (hop (as Pluiarche reporteth) 
where fome fewe were talking of the tyrany of the tyger 
Dionyjius, What (faid the Barber) are you talking of king 
Dionyfius, whome within thefe two or three daies I muft 
(have ? When Dionyjiiis heard of this, he gate the barber 
fecretly to be put to death, for feare of after-claps. The 
barbers chaire is theverie Royall-Exchange of newes, barbers None but 
the head of all trades. I could fpeake of their excellencie, dfe wUh"the 
for that a man's face (the principall part of him) is com- ^^^ad. 
mitted onely to barbers. All trades adorne the life of man, 
but none (except barbers) have the life of man in their 
power, and to them they hold up their throates readie. 

If they be happie whom pleafure, profit and honor make 
happie, then barbers with great facilitie attaine to happines. 
For pleafure, if they be abroad, they are foght too of the bed 
companions : knights, and efquires, fend for them. If at home 
and at worke, they are in pleafing conference ; if idle, they 
paiTe that time in life-delighting mufique. For profite a 
barber hath living in all parts of England ; he hath mony 
brought in, as due as rents, of thofe whom he never faw be- 
fore. For honour, kings and ruling monarchs (to whom all 
men crouch with cap in hand, and knee on ground) onely to 
barbers fit barehead, and with bended knees. But for all 
this, thou fpareft not to raile on barbers (as on all others), 
and being full of botches and byles thy felfe, fpueft forth 
thy corruption on all others : but I nought refpect it, thy 
raylings rather profite mee. For (as Aniijlhenes was wont 
to fay) a man might as well learne to live well of his ill- 
willing and abufive enemies, as of his honeft frends ; of thefe 
by following their vertues, of the others by efchuing their 
actions, by feeing the effects that followed thofe actions 
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in his enemies. And as Telephus (beeing wounded and 
deftitute of a faving remedie at home) went even to his 
enemies, and fworne foes, to get fome foverraigne medicine, 
fo if of my friendes I coi^ld not learne temperance, I might 
leame of thee by feeing the effects of thy cankered convici- 
ous tongue; for by that thou art brought into contempt: thy 
talking makes thee bee accounted as a purfe that cannot 
bee fhutte, and as an houfe whofe doore ftandes alwayes 
open ; and as that open purfe contayneth no filver, and in 
that houfe is nothing worthie the taking away, fo out of thy 
mouth proceedeth nothing but noyfome and ill-favered 
vomittes of railinges. Wherefore draw together the ftringes, 
and locke up the doore of thy mouth, and before thou 
fpeakeft fuch ill corrupted fpeeches againe, let it be lifted 
of the hingelles: rule, I fay, that little and troublefome 
vermin, that fmal tongue of thine, which in fome is not the 
fmalleft parte of vertue, but in thee the greateft arte of vice ; 
not unlike the purple fifh which, whileft (he governes her 
tongue well, it getteth her foode and hunteth after her praye, 
but when fhee negle£l[s] it, it bringeth her deftru6lion, and 
flie is made her felfe a pray unto the fi(her : fo that in that 
fmall parcell all vertue and vice lyes hidden, as is recorded 
oi Bias, whom king A majis commaunding to fende home 
the beft and moft profitable meate from the market, hee 
fent home a tongue : the king demaunding a reafon, hee 
anfwered that of a tongue came many profitable and good 
fpeeches, and this tongue thou haft not. Then the king 
fent him to buy the woorft and moft unprofitable meate, 
and he likewife bought a tongue : the king alfo afking the 
reafon of this ? from nothing (fayde he) iffueth worfe venome 
then from the tongue, and this tongue thou haft ; and this 
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tongue croffe with the barre of reafon, left thou feeme more 
foolifli then thofe geefe in Cilicia which, when they flie in 
the night time by the hill Taurus that is pofleft of eagles, 
are fayde to gette ftones into ther mouthes, by which, as by 
a bridle, they raine in their cryinges, and fo quietly pafle 
the greed ie talentes of the eagles. But, alas ! why inveft fo 
againft thy tongue ? lingua a lingendo, and you know wee 
ufe alwayes to li[c]ke in, and fo thou fhouldeft keepe in thy 
poyfon : or a ligandOy which is to binde, and fo thou fhouldeft 
binde up, and not difperfe abroad that ranker in thee. Thy 
tongue doth but in dutie utter that which is committed unto Marke the 
it, and nature hath fet before it a double bulwoorke of teeth ^^f'^ ^^^' 
to keepe in the vagrant wardes, which ftraying abroade and 
beeing furprifed, may betray the whole cittie: and the 
upper bull woorke fometimes ferves for a percullis, which 
when any rafcallie woorde having not the watchworde, that 
is, reafon, (hall but enter out of the gates, is prefently lette 
downe, and fo it cuttes it of before it wooketh wracke to the 
whole caftell. Therefore I muft of neceffitie find out another 
caufe of thine infected fpeech, and now I have founde it, fie 
on thee ! I fmell thee, thou haft a ftinkinge breath ; but a 
ftinking breath (fome fay) commeth of foule teeth, and if it 
bee fo, wafli thy teeth, Tom; for if thou wouldeft draw foorth 
good and cleane wordes out of thy mouth, thou wouldeft 
wafhe thy teeth, as everie tapfter that goeth to drawe good 
beare will waftie the potte before hee gooeth. But it may 
bee, the filth hath fo eaten into thy teeth that waftiing can- 
not gette it away ; then, doe as that venome-bi tinge beaft, 
that Nile-breede crocodile, which, to purge her teethe of 
thofe fhivered reedes that are wreathed betweene by feed- 
inge in the water/ commeth to the fliore, and there, gapinge. 
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Trochilus. 



fuffereth feme friendly bird without daunger to creepe into 
her mouth, and with her bill to picke away the troubling 
reedes : fo come you but to fome flioore, and ile bee that 
Trochilus ; ile picke your teeth and make a cleane mouth, 
or ile picke out toungue and all; but of this ftinckinge breath 
I fpeake not. Tcedei anima, fayth the comedian, and this 
Philofophy. I meane, not meaning as hee meant, for hee meant a ftink- 
inge breath, but by anima I mean the forme by which thou 
art what thou art, by which alfo thy fenfes woorke, which 
giveth ufe to all thy faculties, and from which all thy actions 
proceede; and this anima, if thou termift a breath, this breath 
ftinketh, and from this breath (as little rivers flowe from a 
fountaine) all the woordes flowe foorth, and the fountaine 
being corrupted (as you knowe) likewife all the lefler rivers 
needes muft bee corrupted, and this anima, this breath, or 
fountayne, thou muft cleanfe. But howe to cleanfe this breath 
it pafleth my cunninge to tell, for thoughe (as I am a cirur- 
gion) I coulde picke your teeth, for the other ftinkinge 
breathe, yet this I durft not meddle with : this hath neede 
of a metaphifition, and lette it fuffice for mee rudely to take 
Howlbewich uppe the bucklers and laie them downe againe, onely to 
thee with tune the lute, but to leave to the more cunninef to playe 

facunditie. , ^ . i /• , • . 

thereon. Count it enough lor mee, that am but an ad- 
juncte to a fchoUer, that have nothinge of my felfe but what 
I gleane uppe at the difputation of fome fchollers in myne 
office, let it bee fufficient for mee (I fay) onely to tell the 
reafon of this ftinkinge breath, and to leave to more founde 
philofophers to determine and fet downe the remedie of it 
But nowe, it may bee, teipfum nofcis ; you fmell your owne 
breath, and finde it to bee fo intoxicated with poyfon that, 
unlefTe you have prefent helpe, you are quite undone, you 



Digitized by 



Google 



borrowed from 
your owne 



The tri7nviiug of Thomas Nashe, 17 

perish utterly ; and knowing me to be a man of fuch ex- 
cellent partes, yea, of farre better partes then /;/ /peach bee Ha ha ! a rag 
thefe eight paries^ are very inftant with me to unbinde the 
bundell which I gathered at difputations, and give you dunghill, 
fome remedie for this ftinkinge breath. Loe ! howe vertue in 
the friend cafteth foorth her beames ever upon her enemie. 
I am overcome, blufhingly I undertake it, and, like a bash- 
full mayde, refufe, yet deigne you that favour. Then marke, A medicine for 
firft goe get fome ftrong hempe, and worke it and temper it breauJ"^ 
fo long together, till there arife out of it an engine which wee 
call capijlrtmi; then carry this capijlrum to fome beame that 
lyeth a croffe, for none elfe will ferve, when it muft bee 
ftraynde, and the one ende of it faften to the beame, and 
one the other make a noofe of as rounde a figure as you 
can, for the rounded figure is the moft retentive : let the 
noofe bee alwayes readie to Aide, for mans breath is flipperie; 
then, when everie thing is fitted, boldly put through thy 
heade ; the[n] work the capijlrtnn over newe agayne, fwinge 
uppe and downe twice or thrice that it may be well ftrainde, 
and fo in (hort time your olde breath will bee gone. Difpayre 
not yet, mdJiy probatutn ejl: old jEfon was deade a while, but 
revived agayne and lived many a yeare after. But marke ; 
nowe to the pynche : if Platoes tranfmigration holde (which 
fome menne holde) that the anima and breathes of men 
that bee deade doe fleete into the bodyes of other menne 
which (hall live, then I holde that fome breath, feeing thy 
younge bodie without an anima^ and twould bee harde 
lucke if fome breath or other (hould not be yet ftraying 
about for a body, their being continually fo many let loofe 
at Tiburne; I fay, fome unbefpoken vagrant breath will 
goe in and poffeffe thy body. Nowe, if this remedie helpe 

D 
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not, furely thou art unrecurable ; if alfo thy newe breath 
happen to be as (linking as thy olde, thou wilt never have 
a fweete breath in this worlde, nor then neither. And thus 
much of my title. 

You knovve, or at the leaft ought to knowe, that writers 
fhoulde efliewe lyes as fcorpions ; but your lyes that you 
devifd of one are the greateft parte of the matter of your 
Epiftle ; as, My flioppe in the towne^ the teeth that hange out 
at my zvindowe, my painted may-poole, with many others, 
which fill up roome in the Epiftle in aboundant manner, and 
which are nothing elfe but meere lyes and fiflions to yeeld 
the[e] matter; whereby I perceive howe threedebare thou art 
waxen, howe barren thy invention is, and that thy true am- 
plifying vaine is quite dryed uppe. Repent, repent, I fay, 
and leave of thy lying, which, without repentance, is very 
haynous ; that one lye I make of thee in this booke is pre- 
fently waflied away with repentance. An other lye I can- 
not but tell you off, which you clappe in my teeth in the 
very beginning of your Epiftle, which nothinge greeveth 
mee, for that I fuppofe it to bee committed of ignorance : 
that is, you tell mee that you came uppon mee with a dicker 
of Dickes, but you came uppon mee with feventeene or 
eighteene Dickes, whereby I fee thy ignorance in the Greeke 
tongue ; thou knoweft not what a dicker is : a dicker is but 
ten of any thing, for it commeth of the Greeke worde Se/ca, 
which is by interpretation ten. 

Thou objefleft that olde Tooly and I differed : I confeffe 
it, I am a man alone; I fcorne fuch ragged rent-foorth 
fpeech, yet thou mayeft well praye for the duall number, 
thou fcabbed, fcalde, lame, halting adjeftive as thou art, in 
all thy guiles thou never hadeft that guile as alone to get 
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thee one cruft of breade : no, I knowe not who had a hande 
with you in this feely Epiftle ; goe too, hee is not a mi- 
nifter, he hadde but fmall reafon for it : againe, you re- 
member the time when your fellowe, Lufher, and you lay 
in Coleharbour together, when you had but one payre of 
breeches betweene you both, but not one penie to bleffe 
you both, and howe by courfe hee woore the breeches one 
day, and went cunny-catching for viftualls, whileft you lay 
in bedde, and the next day you wore the breeches to goe 
begge whileft he lay in bed, for all the worlde like two 
bucketes in one well. Nowe fuppofe when Lujlier wore the 
breeches, that then thou (houldeft have beene carryed to 
pryfon where nowe thou art ; verily I thinke thou fhouldeft 
have efcaped prifon for want of breeches : or fuppofe that at 
that time thou fhouldeft have beene hanged, I cannot but 
thinke that the want of a payre of breeches woulde have 
beene better to thee then thy neck-verfe, for the hange- 
man would have his breeches ; no fee, no lawe : but put 
cafe with much adoe, by greate extraordinarie favour, fome 
good hang-man had done thee this laft benifitte, that thou 
mighteft never troble him agayne, and (houlde have given 
thee thy hanginge francke and free (as indeede happy for 
thee had it bene, if this good hap had hapned, for then thou 
(houldft not have lived thus miferably in this vaine and 
wicked worlde) I fay, plainely, put cafe thou haddeft beene 
hanged, the hangman not flicking with thee for thy 
breeches, then Charon would have come upon you for his 
ferry-penny : fie out ! money and breeches as ill as a rope 
and butter, for if one flippe the other holde, with him no 
riaulum, no waftage, and then thou haddefl been in worfe 
cafe then ever thou wert. Thus you fee how the want of a 
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payre of breeches might have been the itieanes to have 
made thee efcape prifon, death and utter damnation : and, 
O thrife happy Lujher ! that fhouldft have beene away 
with the breeches at that happy time ; but when thou wert 
in thy chiefeft pride, if thou hadft but lent out one payre 
of breeches, thou fhouldft have beene thus happy. 

Prayfe from the praife-worthy, and hee is not prayfed 
whofe prayfer deferveth not prayfe ; therefore, in thefe 
places of the Epiftle where thou prayfeft mee, I take my 
felfe moft to bee difpraifed, for that thou the prayfer art 
worthie no praife; for how foever thou leade in a fooles 
paradife, like the fifhe cald a muge which is fayde to feede 
Mucus, fnotte. herfelfe with her owne fnotte, for thereof (hee takes her 
name, thou feadeft thy felfe with felfe conceite, that what- 
foever commeth from thee is the verie quinteffence of true 
witte, and that all the ribaldrie that ever thou fettft forth, 
exceeded in pleafmg mirth that fo thou haft imbraced true 
MinervUy when as (God knowes) thou art as far deceived as 
ever was poore Ixion, that imbraced a cloude in fteade of 
JunOy or that guld-god monftrous arcadian Pan, who, in 
fteade of that fweete Nimphe Syrinx, fumpt a bunche of 
reedes. Yet I muft confeffe thou hafte fomething ; thou art 
as a bundell of ftrawe that, beeing fett on fire, confumes it 
felfe all in fmoke, but no warmneffe commeth from it ; fo 
thou haft no true fire in thee, all fmoother, no thing that 
can warme a man : thou art as many ciphers without an I, 
which they wanting are of them felves nothing ; and thou 
haft much apparencie of witte, which is as ciphers, but thou 
haft not this fame I. Iota is wanting to thy ciphers ; thou 
haft not one jot nor title of true witte. Againe, as fome 
fouldiers that were at Cales, breaking into a flioppe for pil- 
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lage, and there feeing many great fackes readie truffed 
uppe, they with great joy made haft away with them ; and 
fo with light hartes carryed away their heavie burdens, and 
when they brought them into the ftreetes, opening them to 
fee their bodies, founde in fome of them nought but redde 
cappes, of which afterward they made ftore of fires, and in 
the reft nought but earthen pitchers, chaffendifhes and 
pifpottes, and fuch like : fo whofoever (hall fee thee truffed 
uppe and in thy clothes, might happily take thee for a 
wife young man ; but when thou (halt be opened, that is, 
when he fhall fee but fome work of thine, he fhall finde in 
thee nought but rafcallitie and meere delufions: and for 
this caufe thou mayeft be cald the very Chorcebus of our 
time, of whom the proverbe was rayfde, more foole then 
ChorcebuSy who was a feely ideot, but yet had the name of a 
wife man; for he might be cald Chorcebus, quafi chart p/wSy 
the light of every company into which hee came : fo thou 
haft onely the name of a wife man, and that is Nashe, O 
wife name ! I praye, let mee chriften you a newe, and you 
(hall bee called ChorcebuSy quaji chori boSy the very buU- 
heade of all the troope of pamphleters. Thou goeft about 
to gather jeftes, and to barrell them up into thine ale-howfe 
index, that when occafion (hall ferve thou mighteft be a 
DemocrittiSy alwayes to laugh thy felfe, or to caufe others to 
laugh by the ideotifme. Thus to conclude : as Daphne 
chaftitie was turnd into a lawrell tree, and fo kept 
her chaftitie, even fo I wi(h that for thy wit thou 
mightft bee turnd into an affe, that fo thou mightft 
keepe thy wit to thy felfe, and not defile the world 
withall. But this thou fcornft, and wilt proove that thou 
haft a good wit ; and thus fubmiffively in eloquence, to 
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make us beleeve thee, at the firft word thou beginft, Na- 
ture, that never wont to be unequall in her gifts, with mee 
hath broke her wont, and indowed me with a dowrie above 
the reft of her children; but everie commoditie hath his 
difcommoditie, and we cannot alwaies pleafe all ; and though 
all my books did not take as I wilhed they (hould, yet moft 
of them did take, as Piers Pennilejfe and others, which I will 
not name to avoyd fufpition of vainglorie. Argu\s\ that 
had an hundred eyes, fometime flept, or elfe hee had not 
dyed for it : and when Mercurie came he had no power to 
hold ope his eyes. — O, fine fpeech ! By this I gather that 
thou confeffeft thy felfe to be Argus, and me Mercury; and 
if you be Argus, hold ope your eyes, with a pox to ye; 
I meane yee no harme yet, yet I pipe not to you : but I 
thinke it will be my lucke to be as ill a fcourge to you as 
ever Mercurie was to Argus, But if you will difpute and 
proove that you have a good wit, awaye with your confufed 
bibble babble : binde up your arguments into fyllogifmes 
and I will anfwere you direftly. Content, fay you, and 
thus you begin : If my fame be fpred far abroad, and all 
the countrey confirme that I have a good wit, then 'tis true 
that I have a good wit. But the firft propofition is true ; 
therefore I have a good wit I anfwer, Poore and illiterate 
opponent ! to contex no firmer argument againft fo firme a 
logician as I am, a double refponfe, or aunfwere extempore, 
I can affoord you. Firft, though your name bee blazed 
abroad, it folio wes not that you fhould have a good wit ; 
for as an emptie veffell will found farre that hath nothing 
in it, fo you may cracke your felfe abroad, and get to be 
reported the man you are not. 

Secondly, I graunt that you are famous, and that the 
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countrey reports you wife. Sententioufly I aunfwere, that 
by a figure the countrey is taken here for the common rout 
onely ; for none that can but write and read will ever agree 
to it ; and iurba malum argumentum, as much as to faye, 
the troublefome commons affertion never goes for currant. 
Thus, leaving no hole for you to creepe in with a fecond 
objeflion, you betake you to your fecond argument 

If my wit (faye you) were not excellent and unanfwerable, 
manie who are accounted to have good wits (to whom I 
have oft given perticular occafion) would have anfwered 
mee : but they have not anfwered mee ; therefore my wit is 
excellent. Therefore I wyll aunfwere thee. 

I would to God thou and I were to difpute for the beft 
mayorfhip in Spaine ; faith ! thou mighteft even caft thy cap 
at it. Dooft thou not know that the lion fcornes combate 
with the bace } Wife men (though mooved) will not worke 
revenge on everie objeft ; and the more (lately oake, the 
more hardly fet on fire. More plainly, in a fimilitude, the 
like reafon is to bee gathered of the nettles. 

Even as the nettle keepeth her leafe cleaneft, for that no 
man purgeth his poft-pendence (there your nofe, Thomas) 
with it, not becaufe they cannot, but becaufe it would fting 
them if they fhould ; and fo, for that fmall good turne, it 
would worke them a more difpleafure. So thou art fuffered 
to be quiet, and not wrote againft, not for that thou canft 
not bee aunfwered, but that by aunfwering thee they (hould 
but give more fodder to thy poifon, put more cafting to thy 
gorge ; and hee that intends to meddle with dung muft 
make account to defile his fingers. 

Thus thou art quite put downe : thou art drawne drie. 
Methinkes I perceive thee with for fome moderatour, that 
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fhould crie, Egregie Nash (or, you great affe), fatis fecijli 
officium tuum. And now, for want of a moderatour, myfelf 
(for fault of a better) will fupplye that roome, and determine 
of our difputation. And herein it (hall not be amilTe (the 
queftion fo requiring, and you alfo requiring it in that place 
of your Epiftle, where you lay wit to my charge) firft to 
tell what a good wit is. And whereas thou burthenft me 
to fay, that much extraordinarie defcant cannot be made of 
ity thou lyeft ; for how unjuft were mens wits, not to affoord 
us extraordinarie defcant of that, which giveth us defcant 
for everye thing ? 

A good wit (therefore) is an affluent fpirit, yeelding in- 
vention to praife or difpraife, or anie wayes to difcourfe 
(with judgement) of everie fubjefle. Miftake me not (I pray 
you) and think not that I thinke all thofe to have good 
wits, that will talke of everie fubjefl, and have an oare (as 
we fay) in everie mans boate ; for manie fooles doo fo, and 
fo dooft thou. Thefe talke not with judgement ; they be 
like the fellow who, fwearing by God, and one ftanding by, 
correfting him, faid, Fie on thee, how thou talkeft ! What 
(kills it, faid hee, fo long as I talke of God } So I fay. Thou 
careft not how, without judgement, thou talkeft on everie 
thing. 

A good, good wit is it that maketh a man, and hee is not 
a man that hath not a good wit. The verie brutish and 
favage beafts have wit : oxen and affes by theyr wit choofe 
out the beft pafture to feed in, and thou art no better : for 
divers men will fay, and efpecially Northeren men, to one 
that dooth anie thing unhandfomely, Whaten a Nafh it is I 
for What an affe it is ; and an affe, all men know, hath not a 
good wit. 
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Thus (by thefe defcriptions) the definitive fentence of my 
determination is this : Naske, thou haft not a good wit ; thou 
art a filly fellow, and more filly than Syr Thomas of Carle- 
toftf who beeing a little ficke, and the bell tolling to have 
him goe read fervice, the clarke of the parifli going to him, 
and telling him that the bell toalde for him, meaning to goe 
read, he went prefently and made his will, becaufe the bell 
toalde for him. And fo dooe thou : plye thee, make thy will, 
and dye betimes before thou beeft killed, for thine owne 
wit will kill thee ; and call you that a good wit that kills a 
man ? All the wifemen of Greece and Gotam never came to 
the miferie that thy good wit hath brought thee too. My 
minde prefageth the great confufion that thy good wit 
will bring uppon thee ; for as the cammell that (come hee 
into never fo cleare a fountaine) cannot drink of the water, 
till hee hath royled and fowled it with his feete, fo what- 
foever thy wit goeth about, it firft defiles it, and fo brings 
deftruflion to thine owne bodie. Thy wit, thy wit, Tom, 
hath roddes in piffe for thee : twil whip thee, twill worke 
thine overthrow, twill quite deftroy thee. ASleon (as wife a 
man as you) no wayes could efcape it, for all his love to his 
hounds and fwift flight when he faw their felnes, but was 
devoured of his owne dogs. 

But why then (maift thou fay) doo I oppofe my felfe 
againft an afle, feeing now I doo no more than all could doo, 
for all the beafts in the field can infult and triumph over 
the filly afle, as well the creeping fnayle, to her power, as the 
fierceft tyger } Asinus afedendo, becaufe everie childe can 
ride an afle ; therefore tis rather a reproachfull fhame for 
mee to meddle with thee, and by that I get more difcredit 
then the two gods got diflionors, that confpired the downe- 

E 
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fall of one feely, weake, unable woman. The reafon is, I 
onely am left to tell thee thou art an affe, and if thou 
fhouldft not be told it, thou wouldft not beleeve that thou 
art an affe. Therefore nowe, at length, knowe thine owne 
ftrength, and knowing that thou art feeble and haft no 
ftrength, blufh and be afhamed ; and then thou (halt fee that 
all the country hath feene thy ignorance, though kept it in 
filence, and how this many a yeere thou haft guld them ; 
but they (gentle minded auditors) ftill, ftill, expefting better, 
tooke all in good part, whilft thou, like a cowardly unfkil- 
full horfeman mounted on a jade, corvetteft and fheweft 
thy crankes among a company of valorous famous captaines, 
whofe ftirrop thou art not worthy to holde. Alight and 
liften unto me, and I, even I, that never till now was ac- 
quainted with the preffe, and acknowledge myfelfe farre 
unfit for thofe thinges thou profeffeft, I (I fay) will read 
thee a leflure : harken, in my gibbridg (as thou termft it) I 
wil confter thee this fhorte diftich which, though it wants 
an author, wants no authoritie. 

Thaida te credis duxijfefed ilia Diana ejl, 
Namque A£lcBoneutn dat tibi Cervi caput. 

Ingenuously thou thee complainjl an Irus poore to be ; 
But thou art Midas, for thou art an affe as well as he. 

Or thus : 

Some f ayes Nafhe is lafciviouSy but I fay he is chaft. 
For he by chacing after whores his beard away hath chafl, 

Otherwife : 

WhofaiesNafh riots day and night about tJteflreets doth lye. 
For he in prifon day and night in fetters fafi doth lye. 
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Againe : 

You fay I am afoolefor this, aiid I fay you fay true : 
Then what I fay of you is true, for babes and fooles fay 
true. 

Now, I give not every word their litterall fenfe, and by 
that you may fee how I prefume of your good wit, to fee if 
by allufions you can picke out the true meaning ; but I ufe 
a more plaine demonftration, and apply it to your felfe : for 
if you will underftand any thing a right, you muft ever 
apply it to your felfe. It may bee thou likeft not thefe 
verfes, for that they want riming words, and I ende both 
the verfes with one word : no, Tom, noe ; thinke not foe, 
bewray not fo thy poetry, for that diftich is beft contrived, 
and mofte elegant, that endes both verfes with one word, if 
they import a divers fenfe. But now I fee thou art no verfi- 
fier ; thou haft only a profe tongue, and with that thou runft 
headlong in thy writing, with great premeditation had be- 
fore, which any man would fuppofe, for the goodnefs, to be 
extempore, and this is thy good wit. Come, I fay, come 
leame of me ; He teach thee howe to pot verfes an houre 
together. 

Thou nothing doubteft (as thou fayeft) of the patronage 
andfafe conduit of thy booke; and, indeed, thou needeft not 
doubt, for I never ment it harme, but alwayes wifht it 
might fafely paffe by me : yet as I was patron to it, I could 
not but read fome of it, but I thinke, if I had read it 
through, twould have poifoned me, it ftunke fo abhomina- 
blye : therefore all the while I was reading of it, holding 
my nofe, fye on't I faid I : had I but knowne this cockaurice 
whilft twas in the (hell, I would have broken it ; it never 
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fhould have beene hatcht by my patronage: but tis no 
matter; thy eye-beames will refleft upon thy felfe, and will 
be burning glafses to thine owne eyes. 

And fo in a fury (the countries comming downe upon 
me) I, like a ftout patron, out of all the countries that preft 
me fore, chalenged out the moft valiant warrier of them all, 
Monnjieur Ajax, to fingle combate : him I overcame, and 
of him I got fafe condu6l ; and he hath promifed fafe con- 
du£l to all commers of that race ; and moreover, hee, as an 
other patron, hath gotten for them all fafe conduft from 
hence to Eely by water. 

The good admonition thou giveft mee, that is, to com- 
mence, I thankfully take and willingly would undergoe, 
had I but one with whome I might keep mine a£ls. 

As for mine anfwere, I nothing doubt that is kept (as I 
hope) with credit, but my replie is it I (land on : I can get 
none to anfwere me. Alas ! thou art not able, neyther fit, 
for thy want of a beard taketh away halfe the fubjedl of our 
difputation ; not that I fay a beard would make thee wife, 
and fo by that thou (hould bee fit to difpute. And becaufe 
in what arte thou wouldft have mee commence, in that I 
would difpute with thee: therefore fuppofe I (hould de- 
maund of thee the reafon why thou haft fo much haire on 
thy head, and fo thinne, or rather almoft none at all, on thy 
face } thou couldft not queintly anfwere, becaufe the haire 
on thy head is twenty yeeres elder then that on thy beard ; 
nor in naturall reafon, becaufe the braine feated in the head 
yeeldeth more moyfture about it then anyway downeward, 
by which moyfture haire commeth ; but thou haft too moift 
a braine that cannot holde and remember thefe thinges, or 
rather, thou haft too hard and drye a braine, and fo thefe 
thinges were never impreft into it. 
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But this is thine anfwere : Tis Gods will it fhould bee fo, 
thou wert never borne to have a beard : tis true ; indeed, 
thus thou mighteft anfwere to all the ai^uments in the 
worlde ; but the want of a beard makes thee thus colde in 
anfwering, for a beard is a figne of a ftrong naturall heate 
and vigour : but the true anfwere is, thou feekeft too many 
wayes to caft out thine excrementes; thou art too effeminate, 
and fo becomft, like a woman, without a beard. Again, if I 
fhould demaund of thee why the haire of a mans head 
groweth downeward and not upward ? idem revolveres; this 
would bee thine anfwere, Becaufe it pleafeth nature. Doft 
thou not know that hair is the cover of the head } and 
therefore, if it will cover, it muft lye downe : and do not all 
the parts of a man growe downeward, though the whole 
man growes upwards ? And therefore the philofophers fay 
that a man turned downewards is a plant ; that as a plant 
hath all her bowghes, branches, and leaves growe upward, 
fo all the partes of a man are upwarde when hee ftandeth 
on his head ; as his feete, legs, arms, nofe, fingers, and the 
reft : but in faith, thou, turnd upward or downeward, art but 
a plant, or ftocke, to bee ignorant in thofe thinges : why I 
marvell of what art thou didft commence Batchelor : if I 
I had but the queftion that thou hadft at thy fophifters 
aft, I would difpute on that ; but nowe I fee I cannot com- 
mence for want of an anfwerer, and I fcome to keepe myne 
afls in tenebris. 

In this thy trimming, thou being fo fit for it, I will worke 
a wonder on thee, and I will holde any man a wager that 
I will performe it ; that is, whilft I am walhing you, I will 
requeft your connivence, and put my felfe to connivence, and 
(have you quite through ; and when I have done, you (hall 
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not be a haire the worfe. You may make a riddle of the 
fame if you will, but I will doe it, and when I have done, 
raifing myfelfe on my tiptoes, I will fo hunt thee for my 
pay, that thou fhouldeft bee in worfe cafe then the bever, 
who bites off his ftones, and lays them in the way for the 
hunter ; for which otherwife he fhould be hunted to the 
Leaning on a death. I thinke veryly, and in my confcience, / should 
^^ ' breake thy head^ and not give the reft againe. 

Thou rude wretch ! thou wilt bee fo cofmologized if thou 
beeft catcht heere, for calling our mafters of arte firft ftig- 
maticall; that is, burnt with an hot iron. Didft thou ever 
know any of our mafters of arts burnt with any irons } then 
thou calleft them finckanters^ which is a proper epithite 
unto thy felfe ; for finckanier commeth ofjincke and antrum^ 
a hole ; and as all the puddle and filth in the channell ftill 
runnes all along till it comes to a hole or antrum, and there 
it fmckes in, fo all wickednes and abhord villany, ftill 
ftraying abroad and feeking for an antrum, at laft it findes 
thee, which art the very fmcke and center, where it reftes. 
And furely if thou (houldft have termed me fo, I never 
would have fuffered it unrevenged ; for as the torpedo, being 
caught and layd on the ground, ftriketh a torpour and 
numbnes into the hand of him that doth powre but water 
on her, fo, I doe not thinke but that in thy epiftle thou 
calleft me but Dick, which is my name contraft, and other 
adjunfls, which in their owne nature are neither good nor 
bad, the very remembrance of me ftroke fuch a feare and 
numbnes into thy joyntes, that yet thou fhakeft as not dif- 
poffeft of that fearefuU feaver. I will ftirre thee up and 
make thee feething hot, and when thou art in thy heate, I 
will then quell thee by mooving of thee more and more ; as 
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when a pot feetheth, if we lade it and moove the liquor up 
and down, even while it feetheth, wee fhall make it quiet. 
Thou little wotteft of what a furious fpirite I am ; for I, 
keeping among fuch fpirits in this place, as thou fayft, am 
my felfe become a fpirit, and go about with howling cries, 
with my launce in my hand, to tortour thee, and muft not 
returne home, till Ignatit^sAikc thou (halt be carbonadoed, 
and I fhall carrie on my launce-point thy bones to hang at 
my fhop windowe, in fteed of a cronet of rotten teeth, as 
the trophies of my viftorie. And this fhall be done, commefl 
thou never fo foone into my fwinge. 

Therefore keep out of my hant, I have a walke ; thou Spirit walke. 
maift be blafted before thou commefl neere my walke : if 
thou doft but looke backe and fee mee in my walke, thy 
necke will fland awry, thy mouth diftorted, thy lips ugly 
wrefted, and thy nofe hang hooke-wyfe. But rather I take 
thee to be a fpirit, for that I, talking with thee all this 
while, cannot have a glance on thee. 

But fee ! what art thou heere } lupus infabula^ a lop in a 
chaine t Nowe, firra, have at you ; th'art in my fwinge. 
But foft ! fettered } thou art out againe ; I cannot come 
neere thee, thou haft a charme about thy legges, no man 
meddle with the Queens prif oner : now therefore let us talke 
freendlye ; and as Alexander i^yA to his father Phillip, who 
beeing forely wounded in the thigh in fight, and hardly 
efcaping death, but could not goe on the ground without 
halting, Bee of good courage, father: come foorth, that 
every ftep thou fets on the ground may put thee in minde 
of thy manly courage and virtue : fo fay I to thee, Najhe^ 
Come forth ; be not afhamed of thy felfe ; ftretch out thy 
legs, that every ftep thou goeft, thy fhackles, crying clink, 
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may remember and put thee in minde of all thy goodnes 
and vertue. I am glad to fee thee in this profperitie ; thou 




never wert fo rich as now ; thou never hadft fo much money 
as would buy fo faire a payre of fetters : in very deed, thou 
art beholding to thy keeper that will truft thee with fo 
faire a payTe of fetters; neither would he, if hee had thee not 
by the legge : but nowethou art in good cafe, thou art no vaga- 
bond, now thou ferveft a mafter, and haft a houfe to goe to 
and a coutch to lye in : thou mufte bee thriving and provi- 
dent where thou art, and twill be a good faving for thee 
Nowe thou haft a clog at thy heele, as the proverbe is, thou 
muft learne oiAefops dog to do as he did : that is, thou muft 
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crinch up thy felfe round in thy couch all winter time, and 

dreame of a goodly large chamber, faire lodgings and foft 

beds ; and in the fummer time thou muft ftretch out thy 

felfe, lye all abroad fnoring upon thy couch, and thinke that 

thy filly lodging (feeing thou feeleft no cold) a ftately 

chamber built of free ftone, layd out with ftately bay win- Holes in the 

dowes for to take the ayre at. But what neede I tell thee *°P' 

of thefe thinges ? Thou knoweft better than I howe to lye 

in pryfon ; for what a (hame were it elfe for thee, that haft 

many a day agoe beene free of all the pryfons in London, 

nowe to learne thine occupation ? Thou art a journey-man 

long fince : I doe not thinke but that thou art able to fet 

upe (hop in that trade, for if thou wert but a novice in it, 

this deere yeere would quite kill thee. 

But fay, how doft thou for viflualls ? doo not they of thy 
old acquaintance helpe thee ? if ever thou hadft true frend, 
now let him Ihow himfelfe, for a frend is tried in adverfitie ; 
and though the Romanes were wont to fay, that a true 
frend was but the fait and fauce of a banquet, yet I fay, 
that a true frend to thee muft be fait, fauce, bread, and all 
the meate befide. But thou haft never a true frend, yet 
thou haft enough of thofe frends that would be fauce to thy 
meate; that is, if thou couldft bid them to fupper, they 
would come to eate up thy meate and fauce it with fine 
talke. But (God knowes) thou haft no need of thofe 
frends : thou couldft bee fauce to thine owne meate. Fie on 
frendfhip ! what is become of it } not one drop nor crum of 
frendfliip betweene them all } A true frend (as they fay) 
were more neceffarie than water and fire; for unles hee 
come and call for it, thou canft not have fo much as fire 
and water; that is, a fire with a ciippe of fmall drinke by 
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it to nourifli thy bodie. What is become of thofe true 
frcnds, Damon and Pythias, Cajlor and Pollux^ Pylades and 
OreJieSy Ni/us and Enrialus, Perithous and ThefeuSy whom 
death itfelfe could never feperate ? Dead ? Then Jove raife 
fome deadly tyrant to maffacre that cancred brood of thy 
companions, that leave their jefter defolate in the winter of 
his affliftion. I curfe them with more vehemencie, becaufe 
I fee fome hope in thee, in that thou now feemeft fimply to 
betake thee to the truth : for whereas thou wert wont to 
cracke and brag abroad, and indevouredft to fliew that 
ther was no learning in which thou wert not expert, and 
how that thou wert indowed with plentie of the liberal! 
fciences, which thou knowcft to be nothing fo, now thou 
recanteft, and in fimple truth faift, thou haft no learning, no 
not fuch much as one of the liberall fciences ; which thou 
fhoweft unto us by comming foorth in thy fetters, for none 
of the fciences are bond-flaves, or kept in chaines : they are 
called liberal, quasi liberi, becaufe they make men free. If 
thefe are not fufficient motives for thee, happily let this 
move thee ; that by thy proficiencie in philofophy fmce thou 
camft into prifon, thou, hearing of Aefop that dwelt in a 
tub, oi Anaxagorasy who in prifon wrote his fpeciall booke 
Of the quadrature of the Circle, of Socrates, who in prifon 
ftudied philofophy, and wrote verfes, and yet (as Cardan 
faith) flept fweetly, fo as Socrates gave more light to the 
prifon, than the prifon gave darknes to Socrates: and, 
laftly, of him that put out his owne eyes, and fo eclipft 
himfelf of the fight of the world, that he might have a more 
cleere infight into the light of nature, keep thou thy felf 
ftill in prifon, eclipfe the[e] from the fight of the world, gaze 
onely on thy felfe, that fo thou, more cleerely feeing thine 



Digitized by 



Google 



Tlie trimming of Thomas NaJJte, 35 

owne deformed nature, mightft labour to reforme it, and 
bring thy felfe into light againe. But (faieft thou) you are 
a merry man, M. Dicke : it befits not the wife to mocke a 
man in miferie. In truth thou faift true, Tom ; and for my 
mindes fake I would not for a (hilling but that thou hadft 
beene in prifon ; it hath made my worfhip fo merry : but 
becaufe thou continueft my precepts that am a Cam- 
bridge-man, from whence all vertue flowes, and is the very 
fountaine and conduit-head of all learning — O ! heere I 
could praife Cambridge an houre by the clocke. 

Therefore, I fay, for thy contempt of me I will call thy 
keeper, and tell how th'art ftolne out of prifon, and come to 
mee to helpe thee off with thy (hackles. Noe, Thomas, 
noe : I am no pick-locke ; I thanke God, I live without pick- 
ing, though thou liveft not without lockes. But are you 
gone ? thou wert afraid of thy keeper: goe to the place from 
whence you came, &c., with a knaves name to you. Ha, 
ha ! if I had but followed this matter even a little more, I 
could have perfwaded thee to live and dye in prifon. 

Alas ! I could doo anie thing with thee now, all thy fenfes 
are fo taken downe. Happie (quoth I) in prifon ? hapleffe, 
indeede! how happie is the owle caught faft in a lyme-bough, 
when all the fmaller birdes doo chatter at her for joye ? 
How happie the rat caught in a trappe and there dies a 
living death ? How happie the tyred hart ftricken of the 
hunter, who runnes panting, confuming her breath, and at 
laft faints for want of breath } How happie the wearied 
hare, purfued with dogs, ever looking when they (hall teare 
her in peeces } And how happie the cunny-catching weafell 
infnared in the parker's net, and hanged upon a tree ? Thus 
happie art thou : with the owle thou art lymed and wondred 
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Apuleius. 



Continuata 
mctaphora. 



at, with the rat thou art fore preft, with the hart thou art 
in a confumption, with the hare thou alwaies expefleft a 
teareing, and with the weafell thou fhalt be hanged. All 
thefe torments are in prifon, a demi-hell, where (like fiends) 
the prifoners crawle about in chaines, everie one perplext 
with his feverall paine ; a darkfome labarynth, out of which 
thou cannot never paffe, though guided by a thred. 

O ! double unhappie foule of thine, that lives fo doubly 
imprifoned, firft in thy bodie, which is a more (linking 
prifon than this where thou art ; then, that it accompanieth 
thy bodie in this prifon. Were it not fufficient that one 
prifon (hould tortor thy foule enough } No ; firft, becaufe 
thy foule hath too deepe a hand in all thy knaveries, tis fo 
imprifoned and fettered to thy bodie that it cannot go with- 
out it. Poore foule ! more miferable than the kings daughter 
captivated and long time kept imprifoned in the theeves 
houfes, at laft, offering to breake away, was condemned to 
be fewed into the affes bodie and there to dye ; for the affes 
bodie was dead, and nothing alive in the affe (the prifon) to 
trouble the maid, the prifoner. But thy prifon is alive, and 
all the affe6lions in thy bodie are as ftinking vermine and 
wormes in it, that crawle about thee, gnawing thee, and 
putting thee to miferie. She in (hort time was fure to die, 
and fo to be free againe ; thou art ftill in dying, and hoping 
for freedome, but ftill liveft, and this augments thy calam- 
itie : fhe (hould have had her head left out to breathe into 
the aire, but thou breatheft into thy prifon thy bodie, that 
corrupts within thee, and fo retournes to bee thyne owne 
poyfon. Thus much miferie (poore foule !) thine owne bodie 
affoords thee, and by being with thy bodie in the fecond 
prifon, all this is doubled. Now, if thou wouldeft bee free 
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from thy prifons make a hoale in thy firft prifon ; breake out 
there, and fo thou efcapeft both, thou never canft be caught 
again : and by this thou fhalt crie quittance with thy bodie, 
that thus hath tormented thee, and fhalt leave him buried 
in a perpetual dungeon. 

Here let mee give a cut or two on thy lateft bred excre- 
ment, before I goe to the finifliing of the perfefl cut 

A little lumpe of lead while it is round will lye in a fmall 
roome, but being beaten it will fpread broad, and require a 
larger place to containe it; and a roape, bound faft up, 
might eafily be covered, but unfolded and drawne out at 
length it hardly can be hidden : fo you (fimply confidered) 
are of no report, but if you bee untruft, and beaten out, and 
your aflions all unfolded, your name cannot be limitted. 
And now you, having a care of your credite, fcoming to lie 
wrapt up in oblivion, the moth of fame, have augmented the 
ftretcht-out line of your deedes, by that moft infamous, moft 
dunficall and thrice opprobrious worke. The lie of Dogs, for 
which you are greatly in requeft. That as when a ftone 
is call into the water, manie circles arife from it, and one 
fucceedeth another, that if one goeth not round, the other 
following might be adjoyned to it, and fo make the full 
circle ; fo, if fuch infinite ftore of your deedes are not fuffi- 
clent to purchafe to you eternall (hame and forrow, there 
arife from you more under them to helpe forward : and laft 
of all com met h this your laft worke, which maketh all fure, 
and leaveth a figne behinde it. And of this, your laft worke, 
I muft needes fay fomewhat ; for feeing this, my firft work Cropt ears, 
and off-fpring, hath remained in my womb beyond the time 
allotted, it muft needs be growen greater ; and if it become 
a monfter, it muft needes be in exceffe. 
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Aproclama- O YES, O YES ! IF THERE BEE ANIE MANNER OF MAN, 

N^h^.^ ^' PERSON, OR PERSONS, CAN BRING ANYE TIDINGS OF THO. 

Nashe, Gentleman, let hym come and give know- 
ledge THEREOF, AND HEE SHALBE PLENTEOUSLY RE- 
WARDED. 

Hearke you, Thomas I the crier calls you. What ! a fugi- 
tive.^ How comes that to paffe, that thou, a man of fo good 
an education, and fo well backt by the mufes, fhouldft proove 
a fugitive? But, alas! thy mufes brought thee to this 
miferie: you and your mufes maye even goe hang your 
felves. Nowe you may wifli that he that firft put the mufes 
into your head had knocked out your homes. But feeing 
it hath fo happened, call for your Thalia among your mufes ; 
let her play fome mufique, and I will dance at your hang- 
ing. But twas providence in thee to forefee thy woe, and 
to labour to efchew it, if not by averring what you have 
faid, and (landing too it, yet by (howing your heeles ; for 
as is the proverbe, ubi leonina pellis infufficiens eft, vulpina 
aftutia affuenda eft: if by ftrong hand you cannot obtaine 
it, light heeles are to be required : for one paire of legs are 
worth two payre of hands. And [as] of all the parts of thy 
bodie thy legs are thy moft truftie fervants, fo in all thy life, 
when as thou couldeft not obtaine of anie of the parts of 
thy bodie to effeft thy will, yet legs thou hadft to com- 
maund for to walke and flee whetherfoever was thy pleafure : 
neither now, in this extremitie, doo they deceive thee. O ! 
how much art thou beholding to thy legs ! Bankes was not 
fo much beholding to his horfe, that ferved to ride on, and 
to doo fuch wonderfuU crankes, as thou art to thy leggs, 
which have thus cunningly convayed thee. If everie begger 
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by the high wayes fide (hauing his legs corrupted and halfe 
deftroyed with botches, byles, and fiftulaes,) maketh much 
of them, getteth (lilts and creepeth eafily on them, for fear 
of hurting them, becaufe they maintaine them, and proove 
better unto them than manie an honeft trade ; then, why 
fhouldeft not thou (by argument a malo in pejus) make much 
of thy legs which, by fpeedie carriage of thee from place to 
place to get thee viftualls, doe not onely maintaine thy life, 
but alfo at this time have faved thy life by their true fervice 
unto thee ? Wherefore (thefe things confidered) thou canft 
not chufe but, in all humilitie, offer thy old (hooes for facri- 
fice to Thetis for thy fwift feet. And twas wifely done of 
that high dread liech, ApollOy to appoint Pifces the figne to 
the feete, to fhew that a man fliould be as fwift as a fifh 
about his affaires. Neretheleffe can I accufe you of lazines ; 
for all this time of your vagation, with you I thinke the 
figne hath been in Pifces, Now, in this thy flight thou art 
a night-bird, for the day wil bewray thee : the bat and the 
owle be thy fellow travellers. But to come roundly unto 
you, this cannot long continue : the owle fome time is fnared 
in the day feafon, and olde father Time at length will bring 
you to light. Therefore, were you as well provided to con- 
tinue your flight as is the beafl Ephemeron, which, becaufe 
(hee hath but one day to live, hath manie legs, foure wings, 
and all what Nature can affoord, to give her expedition to 
fee about the world for one dayes pleafure ; or as Pegafus, 
that winged horfe, which in fwiftnes equalleth the horfes of 
the funne, which in one naturall day perambulate all the 
world ; or as the beaft Alee, which runneth on the fnow with 
fuch celeritie that (he never finketh unto the ground : were 
you (I fay) as fwift as anie of thefe, you fhall be catcht ; fuch 
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is your deftinie, and then your punifliment (hall be doubled 
on you, both for your flying and your other villanie. 

Since that thy lie of DogshdXh. made thee thus miferable, 
I cannot but account thee a dog, and chyde and rate thee 
as a dog that hath done a fault. And yet doo not I know 
why I fliould blame dogs ? For Catty which fignifieth a dog, 
is alfo a moft truftie fervant: for that dogs are faithful! 
fervants, to whome their m afters in the night time give in 
charge all their treafure. They are at commaund to waite 
upon their mafters, whether they bend their journey, to fight 
for them againft their enemies, and to fpend their lives to 
defend them, and to offend their adverfaries ; as we read of 
king Cazamefitf who, being exilde, brought with him from 
baniftiment two hundreth dogger, which (with wonderfuU 
fiercenefs) warred againft their refiftants : in whom hee re- 
pofed much more confidence and hope of viftorie, again to 
to be feated in his throne, than if hee had been defended 
by a mightie hoaft of armed men. And Jafons dogge, his 
mafter being dead, never would eate anie meat, but with 
great griefe and hunger died for companie. Tycius^ the 
Sabine^ had a dogge which accompanied him to prifon, and 
when he was dead he remained howling by the carcaffe ; to 
whom when one caft meate, he laid it to the mouth of his 
dead mafter, to revive him againe; and when his corpes 
was throwen into the river Tybrisy the dogge leapt after it, 
fo that all the people wondered at the love of this faithfuU 
creature. Pirrhtis^ the king, going a journey, came by a 
dogge which kept the bodie of a dead man ; which when 
hee faw, he comaunded the bodie to be buried, and the dogge 
to bee brought home with him : this done, a few dayes after 
came fouldiours before the king, among whom the dogge 
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efpyed them which killed his mafter, and barked inceffantly 
at them ; fometime looking and fawning on the king, and 
then barked againe : at which figne the king, aftonifhed, ex- 
amined them, and upon light examinations they confeffed 
the murder, and tooke punifhment for it. Further, we read 
of a dogge called Capparus, in Athens, which in the night 
purfude a theefe that robbed a church, and being driven 
backe with ftones by the theefe, followed him aloofe off, but 
kept him in fight, and at laft came to him and fat by him 
while he flept The next morne, fo foone as ever the funnes 
golden crowne gan to appeare, and his fierie fteedes, trap- 
pered in their capparifons, fet on their wonted race, the 
theefe fleeing, the dogge ftil kept his chafe, and complaind 
in his language to the paffengers of the theefe. At laft he 
was taken and brought backe, before whom the dog came 
all the way, leaping and exulting for joy, as to whome all 
the prayfe was due for this deed. 

The -^/A^w/««j decreed that for this publique good the 
dogge fhould be kept by publique charges, and the care of 
his keeping was alwaies afterwarcl layd upon the prieft. 
And I feare mee, and almoft divine fo much, that the verie 
dogges (wherefoever thou plaift leaft in fight) will bewraye 
thee, and bring thee to thy torture. Againe (among the 
Aegipiians), Saturnewsis called Kyon, becaufe, as a pregnant 
woman, he begat all things of himfelfe, and in himfelfe ; 
and in antique time they worfhipped dogges, and had them 
in great account, till on a time, when Cambyfes killed a man 
and caft hym away, no other beaft but a dog ravened in 
the dead carcaffe. 

Laftly, to come nearer to your felfe, you fliall heare of a 
dogge that was an excellent aftor. In Rome there was a 
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ftag€-player which fet out a hiftorie of divers perfonages, 
among whom there was a dogge to be poifoned and revive 
againe ; a part of no leffe difficultie than the king or the 
clowne, and was as well performed ; for (at his time) he 
eate the poyfon, and prefently (drunkard like) ftackered up 
and downe, reeling backward and forward, bending his head 
to the ground as if it were too heavie for his bodie, as his 
part was, and at laft fell doune, ftretcht himfelfe upon the 
ftage, and lay for dead. Soone after, when his cue was 
fpoken, firft by little and little he began to moove himfelfe, 
and then ftretching forth his legs, as though he awaked 
from a deepe fleepe, and lifting up his head, lookt about 
him. Then he arofe, and came to him to whom his part 
was he fhould come ; which thing (befides the great pleafure) 
mooved wonderfull admiration in old Ve/paJiaUy the emper- 
our there prefent, and in all the other that were fpeftators. 

Thefe prettie tales of dogges might keepe mee from 
chiding of thee, but thou art no fuch dogge : thefe were all 
well nurtured when they were whelps, you not fo: the worme 
was not pluckt out from under your tongue, fo that you 
have run mad, and bit venome ever fince; for thefe are the 
properties of a mad dog. 

Firft, the black choller which raigneth in them turneth to 
madnes, moft commonly in the fpring time and in autumne : 
and you, though you are mad all the yeere, yet have fhewed 
the figne of it efpecially this laft autumne : they alwaies 
run with their mouthes open and their tongues hanging out : 
wee know howe wide your mouth is, how long your tung, 
your mouth is never fliut, your tongue never tyed : flaver 
and fome fall from their jawes as they run, and tis but 
flaver that proceedeth from thy mouth : though their eyes 
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be open, yet they ftumble on every objefl ; fo though 
thou feeft who offends thee not, yet thou all offendeft : they 
whofoever are bitten with a mad dog alfo run mad ; and 
they whom thy ulcered tongue did bite are fo ftirred up by 
it that, till they have got you and wormed you, they cannot 
be well : thus you may fee to what mifery you were borne. 
Woe to the teats of thy dam, that gave thee fuck ! and woe 
to blind fortune, that ftie opened not her eyes to fee to af- 
foord thee better fortune ! and woe to the dog-daies, for in 
thofe thou wroughteft that which now works thy woe ! Take 
heede heerafter what you doe in dog-daies. The natures 
fecretaries record of that kinde of goate cald Oryx^ that all 
the yeere her throate is fhut, the ftrings of her voice tyed 
till dog-daies come; and then, that very day and houre in 
which the dogge-ftarre firft appeareth (at which time dog- 
daies begin) fliee openeth her voyce and crieth : the like 
miracle thefe laft dog-daies have done of thee ; for what all 
the whole yeere could not bring to paffe, and all the country 
long have expefted, that is thy confufion, thefe dog-day es 
by thine owne wordes have effe6led. Therfore happy hadft 
thou beene if thou hadft remained ftill in London, that thou 
mighteft have bin knockt on the head with many of thy 
fellowes thefe dog-daies, for nowe the further thou fleeft 
the further thou runft into thy calamitie : there is watch 
layd for you, you cannot efcape : th* art in as ill a taking as 
the hare, which, being all the day hunted, at laft concludes 
to dye ; for (faid (he) whether fliould I flye to efcape thefe 
dogs ? if I fhould flye to heaven, there is cants Jidiis celejle; if 
I fhould run into the fea, there is canis pifcis marinus, and The dog-ftar. 
heere on earth millions of dogges feeke to torment me. Thedog-filh. 
Aye me ! heaven, earth, and fea confpire my tragedy. And 
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fo wofull as the cunny which, efcaping the weafell, fell into 
the hunters net ; of which was that pithie epigram, Would 
to God the weafell with my bloud had fucked out my life, 
for nowe I am kept a pray for the ravening dogs, and cruell- 
harted man fits laughing, whilft my body is broken up, and 
my guts devided into many fhares ! And though yet thou 
haft efcaped thy fnares, it will not bee long ere thou beeft 
taken, and then theVs laughing worke for all the country ; 
for though thy body were fhared into infinite individuals, 
yet every one could not have his part whome thou haft 
abufed, for recompence for thy injury done unto him. 

Nowe let mee fee thy punifhment for thy life of Dogges, 
Tis an auncient cuftome in our countrie, whan wee take a 
dc^ge that hath done a fault, prefently to crop his eares, 
and this furely for thy fault is thy punifhment. But why 
(might fome fay) are thine eares punifhed for thy tongues 
fault } 

I anfwere, Thine eares are worthy to be punifhed for not 
difcharging their office; for whereas they fhould heare before 
thou fpeakeft, as they that be fkilfuU at the ball firft receive 
the ball before they cafl it foorth againe ; and into a vefTel 
there is firft infufion before there be efTufion out of the 
fame. The over pregnant dog (we fee) bringeth forth blinde 
puppies ; and the fpider, that prepares her matter and 
weaves her webbe together at the fame time, makes but 
flender worke of it, and eafie to be broken of every flye. I 
fay, wheras thou fhouldft firft have heard thou firft fpeakeft, 
thy tongue was in thy eares place : and for this caufe thine 
eares are juftly punifhed. 

Nature gave thee two eares and but one tongue, becaufe 
thou fhouldft heare more then thou fhouldft fpeake ; but be- 
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caufe thou haft fpoke more than ever thou heardft, thine eares 
(hall bee taken from thee. She fet thine eyes and thine 
eares both of equall highnes and alwaies open, that they 
might bee ready to heare and to fee, but thy tongue fhe put 
into a cafe that it might bee flowe to fpeake ; but thine 
eares were dull to heare, and thy tongue too quick of fpeach. 
Therefore thine eares deferve their punishment. Then, to 
bee short, to have thinecropt is thy punishment. What, Tom ! Ha, ha, ha! 
are thine eares gone } Oyfine man, will you buy a fine dog f 
Why thou art in the fashion, thouart priviledged to weare ^^'^"^ 
long lockes by ancient charter ; but now if the fashion were lockes. 
as hot as ever twas to weare ringes in their eares, faith, thou 
muft weare thine even in thy tongue, becaufe that cofened 
thee of thine eares. Are thy eares fo moveable } art thou a 
monfter t Indeede, all beafts have free moving of their eares 
granted to them, but for men, I never knew any but thee have 
their eares moving ; and thine I fee too have the gentle quite 
remove. I thinke tis a difeafed, for I am affure[d], tis a hor- 
rible paine to bee troubled with the moving of the eares. 
I conjefture no goodnes by this ftrange accident of move- 
able eares this yere : I hope shortly we shall have ballads 
out of it. I am afraid, I tell you, by this ftrange figne, that 
we shall have a wet winter this yere, for if it be true (which 
the philofophers affirme) that when an affes eares hang 
downe toward the ground, tis a certaine figne of raine inftant : 
then, feeing thine eares not only hang toward the ground, 
but even drop down to the ground, how can it chufe but be 
a figne of great wet at hand } and to thee it should be a 
caufe of perpetual showers that should flow from thine eyes ; 
but thou art drye, no droppe of grace from thine eyes. If 
taking away of thine eares could take away thy hearing too, 
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twere fome profit for thee, for then thou shouldft not heare 
thy felfe raild on, laughed at, nor know thy felfe to be a 
mocking ftocke to all the country. But there is a more 
plaine way made to thy hearing organs, fo that thou shalt 
more lightly heare thy felfe every where cald crop-eard 
curre. What wilt thou give me if I (I am a chirurgion) 
make a new paire of eares grow out of thy head, which 
paffeth Appolloes cunning, that fo thou maift ftil live with 
fame in thine owne countrie ? or if I heale them as though 
thou never hadft any, that I may goe with thee into Ger- 
manie, and there shew thee for a ftrange beaft bred in 
England, with a face like a man with no eares, with a tung 
like a venomus ferpent, and a nofe like no body ? The laft 
I care not if I confented to, if thou woldft live in good 
order but one half yere ; but to the firft, that is to give thee 
new eares, I never wil grant, thogh thou sholdft be infpired 
to live orderly all the refidue of thy life ; no, though I had 
wax and all things ready : for long agoe haft thou deferred 
difgrace to be earelefs, ever fince thou beganft to write, for 
libels deferve that punishment, and every booke which yet 
thou haft written is a libell ; and whomfoever thou nameft 
in thy booke hath a libell made of him, thou purpofing to 
fpeake well of him : fuch is the malice of thy cankerd tongue. 
Therefore, thou defervedft to loofe thine eares for naming 
the Bifliop ol Ely and oiLincolne, and for writing of Chrijles 
teares over Jerufalem: how dareft thou take fuch holy 
matters into thy ftinking mouth, fo to defile and polute 
them ? Your difeafe, and fuch fubje6ls, are fit matter for 
you, for of thofe you cannot fpeake amiffe ; the more you 
raile of them the neerer you touch the matter. But becaufe 
you were not punifhed for thofe libels, you began your old 
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courfe againe, canis advomitiimy you began to chew the cud 
of your villanie, and to bring more Hbels into h'ght. But I 
hope this laft libell will revenge the reft. 

We heare howe you threatned to fpoile our ftirring 
Satirift : alas ! have thy writings fuch efficacie ? in deed, 
they are poyfoned, but poifon will not worke on every fub- 
je6l ; and if thou shouldft but name him, fo that it might 
give but any blemish to his fame, affure thy felfe to bee 
met withal of troops of fcholers, which will foone make 
thee be one of Termce his parafits : in wounds thou shalt 
exceed Caffianus^ which was fo pittifuUy pinked of his own 
fchollers. And now, whilft I am in the hot inveftive, I have 
a meflage to doe to you : the townfmen of Cherrihinton fend 
you commendations, and they demaund a refon of you why 
you call them clownes ? They fay, they never offered you 
any wrong ; wherefore if ever you come that way, they will 
fend aH the dogs in the town after you, to pluck off your 
ears if they be not gone before you come. Now I thinke 
it be time to remember my promife to the readers, that is, 
that I be not irkfome to them with tedioufnes, that fo they 
might with good acceptance digeft what hetherto they 
have read : therefore I will drawe toward an end, and fo 
finish this perfeft cut Where thou commendft thy Epiftle 
to me as a garment for a foole, and therefore that it should 
bee long, I (as is thy defire) have cut it with my fciffers, 
layd it ope, and according to that pattern have made a 
coate for thy felfe ; but it is fo short that thou shalt not 
ncede to curtaile it, for fome fooles have long coates, for 
that caufe onely, that they might the better hide their 
folly and cover their nakednes, which els all should fee : yet 
I have made thy coate short and little, that by thy bc- 
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haviour in it thou mayft bewray to others thy fimplicitie ; 
and if I had tooke in hand to have made it great enough to 
cover al thy folly, this is not the twentith part of ftuffe that 
wold have ferved, neither poflibly couldft thou have had thy 
newe coate againft this time: but feeing thy garment is 
difpatcht for thee, weare it and ufe it well, for the fafliion 
of long cloathes is wearing away, and fhort cloaths will 
ftiortly be in requeft again, and then thou fhalt be a foole 
of the faftiion as foone as the proudeft of them all. 

Againe, this coate for thy body, and the coole irons for 
thy legges, will be a moft cooling fute for thee all this 
fummer time : therefore make much of it ; let it not bee thy 
every day fute, but as the Utopians were wont to make 
them futes of leather, which lafled feven yeeres, in which 
they did all their labour, and when they went abroad they 
caft on their cloakes, which hid their leather cloathes, and 
made them feem comely and handfome, fo if thou canft 
but get fome old, grefie, caft fuftian fute to weare within 
dores, this coate will ferve thee to caft on to jet abroad in, 
and doe thee credit. Wherefore (good Tom) I exhort thee 
to keepe thee (whilft thou art) in good cafe : thou art well 
apparelled; it may bee thou prefently maift beftowe a coate 
of mee : doe not fo ; all thy coates are threedbare and I neede 
them not, though thou haft many, for I know thou haft 
three or foure coates ready made (like a faleman) for fome 
body. Then, to which foever thou foweft but a patch or 
two concerning me, that coat ftial ferve me : thou putteft 
divers ftuffe into one coate, and this is thy ufe in all thy 
confutations, as is in this book thou bringeft into the partie 
againft whom thou writeft, his brothers, which argueth (as 
I fayd before) want of invention ; but it (kils not, thou art 
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priviledged never to goe from the matter, it might as well 
bee permitted in thee as in the hiftorian that, promifing to 
fpeake of the faith of the Jewes, made a long tale oi Nilus: 
but (as I faid) be a good husband, Tom, and keep thy co?lte[s] 
to thy felfe, thou wilt need them al ; and when this coate 
which I beftowe on thee (hall waxe threed-bare, I will drefle 
it for thee the fecond time and give it thee againe. This 
I fpeake not to wage difcord againfl: thee, but rather to 
make an end of all jarres ; that as wife and husband will 
brawle and be at mortall fewde al the day long, but when 
boord or bed time come they are friendes againe, and 
lovingly kiffe one an other, fo, though hetherto we have 
difagreed, and beene at oddes, yet this one coate (hall con- 
taine us both ; which thou (halt weare as the cognifaunce of 
my Angular love towards thee, that wee, living in mutuall 
love may fo dye, and at laft loving like two brothers, Cajlor 
and PolluXf or the two fifters Ur/a major and Ur/a minor, 
wee may bee carried up to heaven together, and there tranf- 
lated into two ftarres. 

Finally, thefe thinges confidered aright, in love I befeech 
thee (that thou maift fee I am not part grace) to fuffer mee 
to retort thy grace, and fo to end, which my felfe will follow 
for you ; you (mn^/ub forma pauperis, 

A Grace in the behalf e of Thomas Nafhe. 

To all ballet-makers, pamphleters, preflTe-hanters, boon 
pot poets, and fuch like, to whom thefe prcfents (hall come, 
greeting. Wheras Tho. Naflie, the bearer heereof, borne I 
knowe not where, educated fometime at Cambridge, where 
(being diftrafted of his wits) he fell into divers mifdcmea- 
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nors, which were the firft fteps that brought him to this 
poore eftate. As namely, in his frefh-time how he floriftied 
in all impudencie toward fchollers, and abufe to the townf- 
men ; infomuch that, to this daye, the townef-men call everie 
unt[o]ward fcholler, of whome there is great hope, a verie 
NaJIte, Then, being Bachelor of Arte, which by great labour 
he got, to shew afterward that he was not unworthie of it, 
had a hand in a fhow called Termintis et non Terminus, for 
which his partener in it was expelled the colledge : but this 
forefaid Najlie played in it (as I fuppofe) the Varlet of Clubs 
which he a6led with fuch naturall affeftion, that all the 
fpeftators tooke him to be the verie fame. Then, fufpefting 
himfelfe that he ftiould be ftaied for egregie duttfus, and not 
attain to the next degree, faid he had commenft enough, and 
fo forfooke Cambridge, being batchelor of the third yere. 
Then, he raifd himfelfe unto an higher clime ; no lefle than 
London could ferve him : where fome what recovered of his 
wits, by the excrements thereof (for the fpace of nine or ten 
yere) hee hath got his belly fed and his backe cloathed. As 
alfo I hope you are not ignorant how hee hath troubled the 
prefTe all this time, and publifhed fundrie workes and 
volumes, which I take with me as humble fellow-futers to 
you, that you, being all in one ftraine (and that very low, 
he in a higher key), you would vouchfafe to take him as 
your graduate captain generall in all villanie: to which 
villanie conjoin your voyces,and in which villanie, praye and 
fay together, Vivat, moriatur Najlie. To thefe premiffes, 
that they are true, and that hee, among you all, is onely 
worthie this title, I (as head le6lurer) put too my hand. 

Richard Lichfiei.d. 
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But, Tom, thy felfe art paft grace ; for fome of thyiie 
owne faflion, envying thy proficiencie and honour to which 
thou afpireft, hath pocketted thy grace. O, envie! cater- 
piller to vertue ! But let him know that thou haft a patron 
will ftick to thee, and that thou art gracious in more faculties 
than one, I will put up another grace for thee, wherein he 
Ihall have no voyce, and one onely man, an old friend of 
thine, fhall ftrike it dead. 

A gracey in the behalf e of Thomas NafliCy to the right wor- 
fliipfull and grand Commander of all the fuperrants and 
fubercubants of Englands great Metropolis^ the Provofl 
Marfhall of L ondon, 

Forafmuch as Thomas Nafhe, fundrie and oftentimes, hath 
been caft into manie prifons (by full authoritie) for his mif- 
behaviors, and hath polluted them all, fo that there is not 
one prifon in London that is not infefted with Nafhes evill ; 
and being lately fet at libertie, rangeth up and downe, 
gathering poyfon in everie place, whereby he infefteth the 
common air ; I am to defire you, that as you tender the 
common good of the weale publike, and as the vertue of 
your office requireth, which is to clenfe the city of all vitious 
and unruly perfons, when this above named Nashe shall 
happen into your prefin6les or dioces of your authority, you 
would give him unftion in the higheft degree, and clenfe us 
quite of him ; which you shall effeft thus : Send him not to 
prifons any more which are corrupted by him already, but 
commit him to the Proilor of the Spittle, where hee fhall 
not ftay long, leaft hee breed a plague among them alfo ; 
but paffe from him to Bull, who, by your permifTion, having 
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ful power over him, and being of fuch amiable and dexteri- 
ous facility in difcharging his duety, will foone knit the 
knot of life and death upon him, ftronger then that gordian 
knot never to bee loofed ; and by that pritty tricke of fafte 
and loofe will loofe your cittie from him, and him from all 
his infeftions, and will hang him in fo fweet and cleer a 
profpeft, as that it wilbe greatly to your credit to fee the 
great concourfe thether of all fects of people : as firft, I 
wi(h my brethern, the barber chirurgions of London, wil be 
there, becaufe we cannot phlebotomize him, to anatomize 
him, and keep his bons as a chronicle to fhew, many ages 
heereafter, that fometime lived fuch a man, our pofteritie 
having by tradition what he was ; and you in fome part 
might be chronicled (as well as S. George) for deftroying 
this ferpent : then, there will flock all the cunni-catchers of 
London to fee the portraiture of the arch archite6lour of 
their arte : lafl:ly, at the ballad-makers of London, his 
very enimies that ftayed his laft grace, will be there to 
heare his confeflion, and out of his laft w^ords will make 
epitaphes of him, and afterward ballads of the life and death 
of Thomas Nashe. Let this grace pafle as foone as may 
bee, if not for any perticular love to him, yet as you are a 
magiftrate of the cittie, and ought to knowe what tis to 
prefer a publike commoditie. If this grace pafle not, hee 
is like to bee ftayde finally till the next yeere : I, his head- 
lecturer, prefent him to you, 

Richard Lichfield. 

Thus (curteous Gentlemen) I have brought you to the 
ende of his trimming : though he be not fo curioufly done as 
he deferveth, hold mee excufed ; hee is the firft man that 
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ever I cut on this fafhion. And if, perhaps, in this trimming 
I have cut more partes of him than are neceffarie, let mee 
heare your cenfures, and in my next cut I will not be fo 
lavish ; but as the curate, who, when he was fii*ft inftald into 
his benefice, and, among other injunctions, being injoynd 
(as the order is) to fore warne his parish of holy-daies, that 
they might faft for them, and thinking all thofe holy dales 
which hee faw in hys calender written with red letters, on a 
time faid to hys parishioners, You muft faft next Wenfday 
for Saint Sol in Virgo, which is on Thurfday, becaufe he 
faw it in red letters. Which mooved laughter to the wife of 
the parish ; who prefently inftructed him, that over what 
red words foever he faw/^// written, thofe hee (hould bid 
holi-dayes : fo in fhort time he became expert in it. In like 
manner, I, having but newly taken orders in thefe affaires, 
if heere I have been too prodigall in fnip fnaps^ tell me of 
it ; limit me with a faft, and in ftiort time you Ihall fee me 
reformed. 

iMNIS. 
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^Q VUX3 si/eps 01 more exalted prede- 
cessors, have left behind them specimens of versification which, 
from their grace and facility, if not from their strength and 
genius, will ever be ranked among the ornaments of our language. 
There was an elder William Basse, or Bas, who published two 
productions in 1G02, one called " Sword and Buckler", and the 
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in the confidence that the many who have not aiibscribed for it 
will remit a P. O. Order for £1, to pay for it and for the work 
next to be issued : the transmission of No. 12^ of this Series 
more than exhausted the money in my hands by two shillings 
and sixpence, 

J. P. 0. 
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As long since as 17t)l Thomas Warton, in his "Life and 
Literary Remains" of Dr. Ralph Bathnrst, printed the com- 
mendatory poem (which precedes the Pastorals in this volume) 
as the prodaction of that distinguished divine. Hence it was 
known that the manuscript, hero put in print for the first time, 
was in existence ; but, as far as we are aware, it has not been heard 
of for the last 108 years, until it was recently obtained by F. W. 
Cosens, Esq., of Clapham Park, who, in the generous and liberal 
spirit which becomes a lover of our early and admirable literature, 
has allowed it to be printed. 

It is the production of a " servant of the Muses" who began 
writing in 1612, and who was perhaps living at the Restoration, 
William Basse ; and, unless we are altogether mistaken in our esti- 
mate, it will entitle him to a high place, not indeed in the first class 
of our great original poets, but among those of second-rate im- 
portance, who, by following the steps of more exalted prede- 
cessors, have left behind them specimens of versification which, 
from their grace and facility, if not from their strength and 
genius, will ever be ranked among the ornaments of our language. 

There was an elder William Basse, or Bas, who published two 
productions in 1G02, one called " Sword and Buckler", and the 



/ ^7^ Digitized by Google 



11 

other " Three Pastoral Elegies of Anander, Anetor, and Mari- 
nella"; but the younger William Basse, who may have been 
his son, has hitherto only been known as the writer of a 
poem on the death of Prince Henry, dated 1613 ; a collection 
of manuscript miscellanies, under the title of "Polyhymnia"; 
some lines in the Annalia Duhrefisia, 1636 ; a song in Walton's 
Angler^ 1653 (the same date as the volume in the hands of the 
reader); and two other songs separately printed, one called 
" Master Basse his Careere", and the other " Tom of Bedlam". 
What we now print is superior to anything hitherto imputed 
either to the father, or to the son. As the productions are 
in the hands of the reader, it will only be necessary to say of 
them, that they were carefuUy prepared for the press during 
tlie Protectorate, though never printed, and that they form three 
separate portions : — 

1. A series of nine Pastorals, in avowed imitation of Spenser's 
" Shepherd's Calendar"; of course not equal to the original, 
in force, beauty, or pungency, but even more varied in versi- 
fication, and upon topics not touched by the' author of the " Fairy 
Queen", who never acknowledged his earliest production. 

2. A mythological fancy, if we may so term it, of a very 
distinct character, and in exceedingly attractive verse, founded 
upon the notion that Jupiter, having accidentallyi and uninten- 
tionally, elevated a woman to the heavens, was afterwards 
obliged to banish her to the moon (where she is still seen) in 
consequence of the disputes and jealousies she created in the 
" celestial family." 

3. A' local poem of great merit, but making considerable de- 
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xnands upon the imagination of the reader, on the death, and in- 
tended funeral, of a walnut-tree near the residence of Lord 
Wen man at Thame Park, Oxfordshire; who, from first to kat, had 
been the kind friend and patron of Basse. In this poem the 
author supposes the nut-trees in various parts of the kingdom 
to shake off the clinging clay in which they grew, and to travel 
on their rugged roots to the burial of the old Walnut-tree of 
Bores tall, which is ultimately converted into a pew, for a distin- 
guished lady, in the parish church. 

As to the age of the different poems, it is not easy to settle 
that point satisfactorily. The manuscript bears date in 1653, when 
it was unquestionably intended to have had the poems printed 
and published ; but it will be found that certain passages in each 
of the three portions into which the volume (a small folio) is 
divided must have been added at various periods. The piece which 
we most value, both for fancy and originality (to say nothing of 
the smoothness and finish of the stanzas), entitled " The Woman 
in the Moon," was actually dedicated, in the first instance, to 
Prince Henry, so that it must have been in existence before 
November 1612, when he died. The Pastorals, too, in celebration 
of nine virtues, are evidently old, and may have been composed, 
at least in part, while Spenser's "Shepherd's Calendar" was 
popular as a separate publication ; but the piece last written 
was, in all likelihood, the third : those who are acquainted with 
the vicinity of Thame may be able to detect local and temporary 
allusions, which will assist in ascertaining its date. 

We may add a sincere expression of thankfulness to the pre- 
sent owner of the manuscript for the great pleasure we have had. 
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oven in correcting the press, while restoring to light poems of 
such undoubted excellence. The title they bear is precisely 
that which, we apprehend, was given to them by Basse, when, 
in advanced years, he amused himself by superintending the 
labours of the scribe who copied his works for publication. 
Possibly, death, or the disorder of the times (as Warton sug- 
gested) prevented the accomplishment of the intentions of the 
author. Basse will in future stand, upon his own merits, among 
the distinguished poets of our nation. 

Our title-page is an exact copy of the original manuscript, 
which is most clearly and carefully written, the Pastorals in an 
ordinary English hand, and the rest in Italian. The whole is 
legible ; but the paper has in many places been injured by 
damp. Round the title-page is a coloured wreath of laurel ; 
and before the first Pastoral is a coarse drawing of two shepherds, 
in imitation of the woodcuts that accompany, we cannot say illus- 
trate, Spenser's " Shepherd's Calendar * in all the early im- 
pn^ssions. 

J. P. C. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PASTORALS 

and 

Other Workes 

of 
WILLIAM BASSE. 

Neuer before imprinted, 
Dat frondem fronti fingula Mufa meae. 



1653. 

Imprinted at Oxford, &61. 
Are to be fold, &a. 



Digitized by 



Google 






Digitized by 



Google 



To Mr. William Baffe, upon the now 
publifhing of his Poems. 

Baffe, whofe rich mine of wit wee here behold, 
As Porfilane earth more precious caufe more old, 
Who, like an aged oake, fo long haft ftood 
And art Religion now as well as food, 
Though thy gray Mufe grew up with elder times, 
And our deceafed grandfires lifp'd thy rhymes, 
Yet we can fing thee too, ahd make that bayes 
Which deckes thy brow look freOier with thy praife. 
Some poets, like fome faOiions, onely fit 
One age or place, you to mankinde have writ ; 
Whofe well-weigh'd fancy flyes an even pitch. 
And neither creepes, nor foares beyond our reach : 
Like fome cleare ftreame whofe everlafting ftore 
Still filles its bankes, and yet not drownes the fhore. 
Art governes Natures bounty, and your feaft 
Feares no cookes palat, yet contents the gueft, 
Where wealth, like Guajans gold, i'th furface dwelles, 
As the beft kemelles have the thinneft ftielles ; 
Not leffe in worth caufe more attain'd with eafe. 
You can even criticks without criticks pleafe. 
Scene by your owne light ftill your vaine fo flowes. 
It yeildes good verfe without the helpe of profe, 
Where a foft ftrength and generous handfomneffe 
Shewes like Achilles in a female dreffe ; 
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Like polifli'd fteele, where force and fmoothnes meet, 
Or like the riddle of the ftrong and fweet. 
Goe then fecure into the armes of fame ; 
Applaufe, which others beg, is your juft claime. 
Goe cenfure proofe (as when Apelles lay 
Behinde his worke, liftning what all would fay, 
The worke flood yet unaltered, and now more 
We praife his modefty, than (kill before) 
That when fome greater names admired lye, 
But let alone, men may reade yours and buy. 
Though thefe your happy births have filent pad 
More yeares than fome abortive wits fhall laft, 
He ftill writes new who once fo well hath fung : 
That Mufe can ne're be old, which ne're was young. 

R. B. 
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CLIO, 

or 

The firft Mufe ; in 9 Eglogues in honor of 

9 Vertues. 

As it was in his dayes intended. 



To the right honorable S** Richard Wenman, K"S Baron 
of Kilmainham, Lord Vif-Count Wenman of Tuham, my 
much honoured Lord & Mafter. 

Since (Noble Lord) your groves have been the bowers, 
Where Shepheards fongs not onely fung have been, 
But Shepheards felves been fheltred from the powers 
Of Summers heate and blades of Winters keene, 
The gentle fruites of all thefe freindly howers 
To climbe your hand are thus ambitious feene : 
For Swaine is none fo fimple on the greene, 
But knowes thefe honors all fo much your due, 
That other claime there can be none between 
Your title unto them, and theirs to you ; 
For this, that of all Ilandes is the queene, 
Never Maecenas bred more nobly true. 
And O, what vertue, more than life to give 
To verse, whereby all other vertues live ! 

The famous (hepheard, Collin, whom we looke 
Never to match (though follow him we may 
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That follow fheep, and carry fcrip and hooke) 
By juft advantage of his time and way, 
Has plac'd the Moneths in his eternall booke 
All in their owne due order and aray : 
(A Kalender to laft, we cannot fay 
For one yeare but, as long as yeares fhalbee) 
Yet of the weeke ha's left me every day, 
Vertues to fing, though in more low degree : 
And could they reach (my Lord) I higher key, 
Yours (as the shepheard is) the fonges fhould be. 

Great merit may claime grac^ in noble bread ; 
Favour is greateft where defert is leaft. 
And were I not an Englifh workeman right, 
That never thought his worke enough well don, 
Thefe fooner had unto your noble fight 
Been offered by the all- beholding sun. 
Pardon the bafhfuU Shepheard : tis no flight 
Adventure through a world of eyes to run : 
As in fome clymate half a yeare is fpun 
Away by night before the day appeare, 
And when Aurora there hath rayes begun. 
There is againe no night for halfe a yeare. 

Like that is this my Mufe, who, having won 
From halfe an ages fleep a morning cleare 
Of your aspeft and favour, hopes (he may, 
For fo long night, purchafe perpetuall day. 

Your Lordftiip's very humble fervant, 

Will. Basse. 
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AN APOLOGIE TO CLIO AND HER SISTERS. 

1 Renowne of Nymphes, that fits on verdant throne, 
Where Lawrell chafl doeth thy chail temples crowne, 
On (lately hill, to neighbour ftarres well knowne, 
And deck'd by Phoebus in a flowery gowne, 

Yet haft in all this glory looked downe 
On me, fo worthies Swayne in fimple guife, 
Bleft favours that defcend from vertuous eyes. 

2 Lo ! here the fruits of thine owne bounty, wrought 
In meafures fuch as granted was thy Swaine, 
Whenas admiring thee (O Mufe) I fought 
Renowne (whereof thou miftrefle art) to gaine, 
Though full of earthly imperfeflions ftaine. 

New wine fhall fpirit loofe in veflell olde, 
And fo {hall heav'nly guift in earthly molde. 

3 Let not offended be thy noble ftate 

(What can, though meane, if honeft, Mufe offend ?) 
That I my fonges, fo fimply literate, 
Entitle to thy hand ; from whence defcend 
The ftately (lories that have oft been pen'd, 
And workes of wonder, that, in antique age, 
Were done by writers grave, and fingers fage. 

4 But thou art firft of all the fifters nine 

(Nine Ladyes great and yet none wrong'd thereby) 

For place is fet to all eftates that (hine, 

And ftarres their limits know. The hand on hye, 
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That framed all things, fram'd this heraldry, 
Which harmony preferves, and order frees, 
From blinde confufion, that knowes no degrees. 

5 And thefe poore numbers, clad in fwainifh mafke, 
Are eldeft iffues of my flender quill. 

Much worthier tribute might thy favours afke. 

But that the ftrength of thy infufed (kill 

Is leffen'd by my frailty imbecill. 

Great minde, that more receives, may render more : 

Small can no more than it receives reftore. 

6 But fome (perchance) in my too hafty prime 
May have efcap'd my young and loofer hand, 
And fare as fruits fallen before their time. 
Pardon what paff'd ere I did underftand 
The fober method of thy grave command ; 
And let it be to youth not too much blame 
Lightly to erre in coveting of fame. 

7 Much workes on our fond youth our elders praife, 
(And when we well doe, praifes doe as well) 
Strongeft is felfe-conceit in weakeft dayes : 

We vainly deem our felves our times t'excell. 
When time and felves we want ; whereby hath fell 
Full often from green reed of youthfuU fwaine 
Much mufique wilde, that age would call againe. 

8 Of thefe light layes fome heretofore were made 
When as alone (my but too much delight) 
Under the differing bowers of fun and fliade 
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I fat, and thought no ill to living wight, 

But good to all (to fome but too much right) 

And to the world might have been heard and feene 

Long fmce, that long has mufd where they have beene. 

9 For many elder Shepheards, and more fuch 
As deeper div'd have in your happy fpringes, 
This floath of mine have oft condemned much, 
And forward workes blam'd for fo backward winges ; 
And would with pitty fay, fo harmles thinges 
That merit may the grace of pleafant light, 
Should not obfcured rest in endles night. 

ID And certainly, as painter doeth not lim 
A lively peice in clofet darke to hide, 
Nor Nature doeth the earth with flowers trim 
In her black womb to drowne again their pride, 
Nor harmles verfe is made to lay afide. 
Jewell as good ne*re had, as never worne : 
Neglected fame may juftly turne to fcorne. 

1 1 Yet (noble Mufes) doe I not repent 
That I this floth (if floth it be) did ufe. 
Ere I thefe fonges into the world have fent ; 
Since time the while hath taught me how to chufe, 
What hopefull are, and others to refufe 

At whofe undeck'd and childilh rudenes you 

Would then have blufti'd, & now your Shepheard too. 

1 2 As worthies drofle with precious metall growes, 
As fweeteft nut doth bitter worme conceive, 

C 
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As painted fly doth blaft the gallant rofe, 
To our bed aflions imperfeflions cleave, 
Our vanities our ferious thoughts deceive, 
And vice is fubtill, and with cunning fnares 
Oft fteales on human weaknes unawares. 

13 But like as carefull Shepheard fheds the found 
From fheep difeafd, that might infeflion breed ; 
As heedfull hufband that manures the ground 
Culles harmfull cockle from his hopefuU feed, 
Seeke I my verfe of vicious flaines to weed, 
That none may blufh a worke to looke upon, 
Of vertues fome, of wilfuU vices none. 

Your fervant, 

COLLIDEN. 
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TO THE READER, 

This Shepheards plaine apologie (deare freind) 
To me addres'd to you I recommend ; 
Since I conceive, and (fure) I not miftake, 
Tis done for yours, as well as for my fake. 
Let this, therefore, at my requeft, fuffize 
Into the reft to leade your gentle eyes. 
(Though little to expeft from promife lefle, 
They onely much doe owe that much profeffe) 
But you (hall finde, as tis true Shepheards part, 
In fimple weeds to mafque an honeft heart ; 
So in his fonges, of flender compofition, 
Some vertue is his innocent ambition. 
If brighteft Jewell, and of richeft worth, 
Is by the darkeft foyle the more fet forth, 
Without all queftion, we the more fhould prize 
Any true vertue found in fwaynifli guize. 
Hee (if he gaine your love) has his defigne. 
And if his workes deferve it, I have mine. 

Your fervant, 

Clio; 

and the Shepheard, 

COLLIDEX. 
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MUNDAY. 



Laurinella I Eglogue 1 



Of true and chaft 
Love. 



Colliden. Wilkin, 
The Shepheard Colliden, who ere him know 
(Who know him not that Shepheards lives doe fare) 
He that was wont with filver fheep-hooke goe, 
And by his belt the filken fcrip to weare, 
A jolly fhepheard to the outward fhowe, 
Till fadly crazed with loves youthfull care, 

Low kept his flock in humble vale, where hye 

Upon a hill kept Laurinella by. 

Scarce could he looke fo hye, fo weake was he, 
Yet, when he could, hee weakely looked hye. 
Though (he but feldome would looke downe to fee 
The wofull plight of him, now waxen, by 
His love to her, almoft as faire as (hee : 
This onely difference, feene to ever>' eye. 
Her native white with rofy joy was fpread. 
His lovefick pale had little hopefull red. 

His sheepe, that bore the brand of his negle6l 

On their bare ribbes, refembled his defire, 

As if perceiving where he did affeft 

From their own vale attempt to clamber higher ; 

But, like their gentle keepers love, foon checked 

To his and their owne miferies retire, 

While her proud lambs, mark'd with her like difdaine, 
Shew careles lookcs to the defpifed playne. 
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Looke home, (quoth he) you my ungraced heard, 
And on your owne foile chew your harmles cuds : 
Tis for your shepheards fake you thus have er'd, 
For no fuch heate boyles in your chiller bloods ; 
Or if it could, although a fweeter fweard 
Growes on the hill, the vale has cooler floods. 
Water your thirft may quench, but my defire 
Drinking love dry, yet drinkes it felf the dryer. 

O Laurinjella ! little doft thou wot 
How fraile a flower thou doft fo highly prize : 
Beauty's the flower, but love the flower-pot 
That muft preferve it, els it quickly dyes. 
As care and forrow (thou fee'ft) mine can blot, 
Lonefle and time ore thine will tyrannize. 
Joyes waft afunder that would thrive togither, 
As double daifys laft when fingle wither. 

View all my ftock of pineing sheep, and fee 
In their gaunt wombs the fulnes of my woe. 
My carelefnes of them's my care for thee. 
Thy neglefl mine, and mine their overthrow : 
Loyall defire is true loves husbandrie, 
Which till it gaines it lets all other goe. 
Admiring thee, what wealth can I affeft } 
Had I thy love, what els could I neglefl } 

The fhepheard that hath once well underftood 
What tis to keepe fo neare the groves (he may 
Winter his cattell under fheltering wood) 
No more will much for naked pafture pray. 
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So yeild to love would beauty, if she cou'd 

Forefee her lovers care, or her decay : 

For what (when ages winter shall take place) 
But love can shelter beauty from difgrace ? 

I am not faire, if ever fo I were : 

I loft my beauty after thine to feeke ; 

Which ere I fought (unleffe our rivers here 

Diffcmble much) I had a lively cheeke ; 

But now my fuit, that might make thee more cleare, 

(If thou didft want it) makes me wan and meeke. 
Such force hath love beauty to make or marre, 
That they are onely faire that loved are. 

O ! that thou would'ft come downe to me, that I 
With Paemenarcha might bring thee acquainted. 
To waite on her, and learne to beare an eye 
Of humblenes that thou fo long haft wanted. 
As in more danger is the cedar high 
Then jilly-flower that under wall is planted, 

High mindes to fate are fubjeft moft of all ; 

They fureft ftand that can no lower fall. 

Or (if thou would'ft) I could thee recommend 
To the great lady of the houfe of Thame ; 
And by thofe holy 'ftories fhe hath pen'd 
Show how ftje hath immortalized her name : 
On her I, for her vertues, doe attend. 
More free are fuch as wait on worthy fame, 
Then fuch as their owne humors vaine obey, 
Although they have no miftreffes but they. 
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Or I could bring thee (beauteous Laurinell) 

Hard by to old Antaprium, where is found 

Another fuch Penelope to dwell 

As was in Ithaca, fo much renown'd ; 

One that in bounty doth (like her) excell, 

In workes alike, and chaftity as found. 
If thou wert lovingly, or humble hearted 
Then wert thou both, for they cannot be parted. 

Come, Laurinell, come downe the haughty hill 

Into this vale, where thou on beds fhall fit 

Of yellow hyacynth and daffadill, 

And lillies chart that therein beft befit 

My loyall thoughts, and thy long-wooed will, 

And never blemifli beauty, birth nor wit ; 

For wifedome, birth and beauty their owne graces 
Ever encreafe by gracing humble places. 

While to the rtately hill thou doeft repaire 
With thy faire flock, and fairer guifts thou haft. 
Be thou as Cytherea fpruce and faire. 
As Pallas wife, and as Diana chaft. 
Yet (hould'ft thou here a wonder be more rare : 
The highert rtarres the leffer light doe caft ; 
But as a chryftall in a marble mine 
Rare graces doe in lowly places Ihine. 

Come downe, and weare my fcrip of azure hue, 
(Too fine for mce, but onely for thy fake) 
For no requitall but affeftion true, 
And fuch exchange us both fhall richer make, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Clio. 17 

For all that lovers have to both is due, 
And tis no loffe to give, nor gaine to take, 

When in thy Swayne thou fhalt thy felfe poffeffe, 
And I mine owne in mine owne Shepheardeffe. 

Wilkin, ' 
Now, Colliden (good day). I ftood behinde 
Yon little haw thorne bufh, and heard thee fay 
Such plaint to Laurinella, that I finde 
Thou art in love (I think in honeft way). 
If it be fo, though yet (he feeme unkinde, 
Shepheard, let that not thee too much difmay : 
Young maidens that mens fuits too eas'Iy grant, 
Wit, modefty, or both, may feeme to want. 

As thy affeftion the more thou doeft fue 

The more doth (hew it felf both true and ftrong, 

So her delays do promife her more true 

When (he (hall yeild (though (he to yeild be long) : 

We feare we doe for wares bid more then due 

When merchant takes firft offer of our tongue : 

Holds eafily won have little prize within ; 

The trueft heart may hardeft be to win. 

But, gentle fwayne, if thou wilt counfell take, 
(None counfell need fo much as lovers doe 
Though none leflfe apt thereof true ufe to make) 
Doe as Amyntas did when he did wooe ; 
Frame to thy pipe a ditty for her fake, 
And fing it in her eares, and praifcs too. 
His fong (if thou canft fecond) Tie begin : 
Where fpeeches faile fometimes examples win. 

D 
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WilL 
As Amyntas young did ad 
His lip unto his lively reed, 
When as in her bower he had 
Of lovely Phillis taken heed, 
Mee thought I thus ore-heard the lad, 
Comey let ourflockes together feed. 

Coll. 
Little feeme thy lambes alone, 
And mine (like mee) of mates have need : 
Let thy fheep amend the mone 
Of mine, and mine amend their breed : 
So both our flocks shalbe thine owne, 
And we will tliem together feed, 

WilL 
What although fo black I shew 
With flames that from fun-lhine proceed ; 
When as yonder milke-white ewe 
My beft and blacked lamb did breed, 
What couler'd locks (I faine would know) 
Had he that then did with her feed ? 

Coll. 
Match thou canft none like thee faire. 
Or if thou could'ft, it would but breed 
Jealous thoughts : let Nymph be rare 
In face, and fwayne in faith exceed. 
So, full of love and freed of care 
Bothjliall t/ieir flocks togctJier feed. 

Will, 
Looke upon this garland gay, 
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Which here I give thee for thy meed. 
Marigolds are match'd with May, 
Pinkes and panfeys are agreed : 
Why should not wee, as well as they, 
Agree^ andflockes together feed? 

ColL 
In mine armes a fairer light 
Will from thine eyes, then now, proceed : 
Starres at noone-tide shew not bright, 
Tis blacknes doth their brightnes breed. 
Come, be my ftarre. Tie be thy night, 
While both ourflockes together feed. 

Will, 
Whether Phyllis had no power 
To deny fo kinde a deed, 
Or Amyntas chofe an hower, 
When fortune would that love should fpeed, 
Amyntas lives in Phyllis bower, 
And both their flockes together feed, 

Collidefi. 
How ever in my fuite I fhall fucceed, 
I joy Amyntas love fucceeded fo. 

Wilkin, 
And fo doe I : he merits not to fpeed 
In his owne wifh, that wifhes others woe. 

Colliden, 
Never to envy others fliall hee need 
That could in Laurinellas favour grow ; 
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Who now (I fee) retir'd is to her bower. 

So (now tis noone) let us : Dayes brighteft hower 

To love (in beauties abfence) feems to lower. 

Wilkitis Embleme. 
Vulnus non herbis ejfet medicabile verbis, 

Colliden's Embleme. 
Falfa libido proatl nosier honejlus amor. 



P.EMENARCHA [ Eglogue 2 ] Of Gratitude. 

Cuddy, Jefper, 
Jefper, How comes to pas you now alate 
With hook fo trim and fcrip fo laced Ihine } 
Beware (young lad) thou 'poverifli not the ftate 
Of thy fine flock, to make thy felfe fo fine, 
Shepheards that long have liv'd at thrifty rate. 
And wealthy Neat-heards that of pafture-kine 
Good ftore of golden creame before hand have, 
Are feldom feene to deck themfelves fo brave. 

Jefper. 
Cuddy, the more may thou and I condemne 
Such as poffeffe, and yet not ufe their wealth. 
As he that thirflies, in midft of pleafant ftreame. 
And will not drinke, robs his owne felf of health. 
Unufed gaine is but a golden dreame, 
And niggardnes unto it felf a ftealth : 

Ufe is the life of riches ; take away 

Both life and ufe, both man and wealth are clay. 
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The man is truely rich on whom we fee 
The feemely arguments thereof appeare : 
His wealth hath him, his riches hath not hee, 
Who on himfelfe doeth not the famples weare. 
But, know, my little flock, and like degree, 
Doe not this dreffing ably yeild or beare ; 
For this fine hook, and fcrip fo gayly lac'd 
(No cofl: to me) rare bounty on me plac'd. 

For which my fold, upon a folemne day. 

To the faire hands of the beftpwer (hall 

A tender lambe full gratefully repay. 

All ftuck with flowVs, as thick and fweet as fall 

Of Sommers honey-dewes ; whereto a lay 

I will invent to render it withall, 

Set to as many notes as (hall fulfill 

All the divifions of mine oaten quill. 

Cuddy, 
Borne wert thou (fhepheard) on a lucky day 
Favour to win, or fortunes to obtaine. 
Such as without deftruflion or decay 
Unto the fheep fo well becomes the fwaine. 
Alas ! for us poore heards, whom every way 
Our niggard fortune hath in fuch difdaine. 
That neither heard nor heardfman well can thrive. 
Although for thrift we late and early ftrive. 

I wot not what difafter hath fore (hew'd 
My cattells ruth, what fate my thrift forbids. 
What ravens death-prefaging fong, or lewd 
Witch-craft fore-fpeakes my miferable kids : 
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Some are with foares, with fickneffe fotne.befhrew'd, 
Some ore their eyes let fall their meagre lids : 

Both old and young together often grone. 

DirefuU misfortune feldome comes alone. 

ye/per. 
Yee wretched goat-heards thus cry out of fate, 
Fortune and ftarres and witches wicked (kill, 
When *tis more like your perverfe and ingrate 
Behaviour is the caufe of all your ill. 
Who ever hopes for 'mendment of his ftate, 
Muft his ill manners mend and froward will. 

This leffon learn of Paemenarcha's fwayne ; 

There's none but civill Ihepheards in her traine. 

Cuddy, 
Where have I liv'd that I, till now, that name 
Did never heare reported on this greene } 
Thou doft fome idoU, fwayne, or fiflion frame. 

Je/per. 
O filly heardfman ! that haft never feene 
Thefpe nor Tempe (hades, nor learn'd of fame 
That Paemenarcha is the Shepheards Queene ; 
The ftory of whofe praife to fing or fay 
My wits too weake, and thine to beare away. 

But thou this night befide my gentle fheepe 
May*ft pen thy goats, and reft thyfelfe with me. 
Wee cider have that will enchaunt the lip. 
And flawnes as yellow as the cow-flips bee ; 
Where fomething to her praife, thats in my fcrip, 
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Thou by her fifter Cynthia's light (halt fee ; 
For as fhe borrows, and yet lends us light, 
What Mufe to me has lent, He lend thy fight. 

Cuddy. 
Well haft thou done to minde me (gentle fwaine) 
That now the moone doth in her fulnes shine : 
I may walke home with thee, and thou againe 
With me retire from thine owne home to mine. 
Though like to yours be not our entertaine, 
Thy counfell fweet has made my heart like thine; 

And thou shalt have a quarter of the beft, 

And fatteft kid I have, for fupper dreft. 

Jefper, 
No : keepe fuch feaft of ven'fon for fome gueft 
Of better worth : thy offer is fo kinde, 
It is to me more welcom then the feaft, 
To heare thy heart fo thankfully inclined ; 
For Gratitude's a vertue of the breaft, 
That worke enough for both our breafts may finde, 
From time the queene of night begins to rife, 
Until her brother gildes againe the flcyes. 

Jefper's Emblem. 
Vertue to know, and not to ufe, is vice. 

Cuddy's Emblem. 
Vertue to know and ufe is vertue twice. 
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TUESDAY. 
EUTIIYMIA I Eglogue 3 [ Of Contentment. 

Meliden. Chantlet, 

Meliden, 
Channtlet, I mufe what folitarie vaine 
So bindes thee prentice to the lowly plaine, 
That we thy pleafant pipe can never heare 
In Chilteme now a dayes, nor fee thee there. 
Would not the hilles yeild lambes a fweeter feed, 
And woods a lowder eccho to thy reed ? 

ChauntleU 
O Meliden ! thou well perceiv'ft thefe plaines 
To hold my humble heart in eafy chaines, 
But in my heart, the while, thou doeft not fee 
That freedom, from all vaine ambition free, 
Content, that truely makes a lowly ftate, 
And shuns afpiring as a dangerous mate ; 
Content, that bounds each minde within her owne. 
Makes want to weale and woe to want unknowne ; 
That, by perfwading men to feare to rife. 
Advances them, and teaches to defpife. 
Riches enriches men : happy content, 
The bodies fafeguard and foules ornament. 
Gentle (detaines me) shepheard, in this playne 
As I with me my gentle sheepe detaine : 
Here where their feedes and floods as equall bee 
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As my affections are with my degree : 

Here where their daily walke and nightly lare 

Is always one ; as night and day my care 

Of them is alwayes one : keepe I my sheepe 

As them and me thefe humble valleys keepe, 

While on yon mountains fide thy ramping kine 

To crop the blooming goffe that is not thine ; 

And on the tender tops and velvet buds 

Of the young Spring to whet their hungry cuds. 

I fee, and am agas't to fee, them creep. 

Ready to tumble downe the defprate fteep. 

To writhe their doubling chines againft their fides, 

h nd with their sharp homes gore their lenow hides. 

Beleeve me, fuch bold climbeing often throwes 

The heardlem low, and in the heardfman showes 

Or too much covetage, or little care. 

Such perillous wayes my flock shall never fare. 

Meliden. 
But fince a bleffmg fuch befalles thy minde 
Unfought, that all our labours cannot finde. 
Say (gentle shepheard) what is true content } 
Where do's it grow, or whence hath it defcent } 
And how (fith to this vale confin'd thou art) 
Dwelles free content in fo confined a heart. 

Chajmtlet 
That have I told thee (neatheard) once in short, 
And more, if thou wilt be the better for't. 
Contentment is a guift, proceeding forth 
Of inward grace, and not by outward worth. 
That, that of fortune's bafer feed doth grow 

E 
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After her bafer kinde, doth ebbe and flow 
As fortune ebs and flowes : it is not found 
On cedars tops, nor dig*d from under ground. 
It is a Jewell, loft by being fought 
With too much travell, found by feeking naught : 
But what it truely ownes it is the grace 
Of greatnes, greatnes of inferiour place. 
Tis double freedom to condition free : 
Tis forrows eafe, and thraldoms libertie; 
Delighting not extreames, but middle part : 
It dwelles in neither head nor heeles, but heart. 
And then thou heareft what and where*s content ; 
But fince thou afkeft whence it hath defcent, 
Tis (doubtles) from fome place defcended hither, 
As farre beyond the ftarres as it is thither : 
For who can thinke but fuch a heav'nly grace 
Muft needs defcend from fuch celeftiall place. 
And this is that that has my lowly minde. 
And little flock, fo in this vale confin'd, 
Joyn'd with his favour who doth my content 
{Meccenas like) both cherifti and augment. 

Meliden, 
Well fare thy heart, wherein content doth dwell, 
And tongue for reprefenting it as well 
As I defire. But I defire withall. 
Who's that whom thou doft thy MeccBttas call } 

Chauntlet, 
I cannot tell whether he would be knowne, 
Who noble deeds more loves to doe than owne ; 
But I can tell, the leffe that fuch men would 
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Their names to be declared, the more they (hould, 

Who nobly doe and feeke no praife therefore : ^ 

The more's our fhame, if they not praifd the more. 

But fliepheards flender Mufe, in great defcents , 

In Chronicles or ancient monuments, 

Is little learn'd (fuch (lories doe belong 

Not to the heard*s, but to the herald's fong) ; 

Yet in my younger and delightfuU dayes, 

Through him and my content, his name and praife 

I once compof 'd in fuch acroftick verfe ' 

As then I could, and thus to thee reherfe. ^ 

I 
S ole Lord is he of thefe now teeming feilds, 
I n time this herbage him her herbage yeilds : 
R ayfd were thefe banks at his coft and command. 

R eleiving arbours, under which we (land 
I n heate and cold, are his : yon pale fo neare 
C ontaines his fpeckled heard of nimble deere : 
H e for his friends more than him felfe doth keep, 
A s doe their fle(h and fleeces beare our (heep. 
R ight as it (hould there (lands his houfe, to fight 
D elightfull, and within of more delight. 

W here my Meccenas in all rightes and merits 

E xpired Lords of his great line inherits. 

N ature with almod all her beauties grac'd it, 

M an's art in midd of Natures pleafures plac'd it ; 

A nd Ifis ancient freind, the river Thame, 

N amed it (for neighbourhood) by his owne name. 
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K nowne far and neere, and as well lov*d as knowne, 

N eighbour to all good men, and ftrange to none. 

I ngenuous, temperate, of generous molde, 

G ood fouldier young, and as good (late-man old. 

H onours for youth and age deferving well, 

T rue honours in both ages on him fell. 

L ooke or'e yon parke of his, and thou (halt finde 

f beaftes and birdes, of fundrj*- fortes and kinde, 
R eft there for mutuall love and place fo faire ; 

D eere jealous of the bow, and timerous hare. 

V nto the (luces there the hearne refortes. 

1 n the thick grove eeiryes the hawke for fportes. 
S age ravens build amidft the oaken ftelmes, 

C aftles and rookes encampe in grove of elmes. 
O wzles (more old then oakes) their golden billes 

V fe in Wilde mufick, there to (hew their (killes. 

N uts, plummes and berryes there doe cherifli well, 
T he robin fweet, and fweeter philomell. 

W hen winter comes the poore finde warming there, 

E xcepted not againft for his moft deare 

N ame that accompts them his; and worke there made, 

M aintaines the handler of the axe and fpade ; 

A nd (which is the moft to be admired of all) 

N o loflTe, but more encreafe doth ftill befall. 

R are things ; but fee what ble(fings heavens hye 
W ill render thofe whofe mindes are heavenly. 
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Meliden, 
I now perceive his noble name by thee, 
And doe by him perceive nobilitie. 
In thy content, fo fofter'd by his grace 
And favour, who defcends of noble race. 
How might I now requite thy honed Mufe ? 

ChantleL 
For me thy bell requitall is to fcufe 
My fimple verfe, that being t/d to letters 
Thus puts the Mufe (that (hould be free) in fetters. 
But fince I able am to doe no more 
In my Meccmas right then this fo poore, 
While here my flock, by help of fummer (howers, 
The healing fpoyles of the fharpe fythe devoures, 
Or winters envy makes the fwayne anew 
To fpred the fodder where before it grew, 
This pipe of mine (hall fill fucceeding dayes 
With never filenc'd mufic in his praife. 
And while with ftreames of wealth and pure good will 
Our amourous neighbour Thame doth hourely fill 
The lap of his belov'd ; and doth no leffe 
Therewith this houfe and land his minions bleffe. 
As long as I upon his feilds shall feed 
My flender flock of fuch as there I breed, 
He shall have fruits with honours of the Mufe, 
Whofe fimple ftate he doth fo nobly ufe. 

Meliden, 
I never will thee (Chantlet) more perfwade 
From the fun-shine into our woodland shade. 
Contented shep-heard, here repofe thee ftill 
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In low and lovely vale ; and, while our hill 
Ecchos applauding anfwere to thy notes, 
Leade thy well-liking lambes unto their cotes. 

Chantlet. 
And, reftles neat-heard, thinke not wealth to gaine 
By lewd encroachings, or afpirings vaine ; 
But learne to be contented with thine owne : 
There's neether thrift nor joy in what is ftolne ; 
And homeward turne thy heard of harmfuU cowes, 
That now upon thy neighbours beeches browze. 

Chantlefs Emblem. 
Sequef litis animus placittis res pojfidet, 

Meliden's Emblem. 
Nee fnUy nee fe mens infatiata tenet. 



WEDNESDAY. 

Epitaphium / Eglogue [4] I Worthy Memory. 

Watty, Willy, 
Under the forry fhelter of a bryer, 
Two mournfull (hepheards fat, in fad attire : 
Watty, full woe for his freind dead and gone, 
And Willy, that for his no leffe did moane. 

Watty, . 
O Willy ! if thou canft, to me declare 
This ayre of life (or if it be not ayre 
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That life we call) then, what fhould called be, 

So fickle thing that hath no certaintie ? 

Or what offended hath the Deftinies, 

That they fo mod unfparingly furprize 

Our friends, that we mod forrow to forgoe. 

How great a ftrength hath gaftly death, that no 

Humane authoritee can check his force, 

Vertue, nor beauty, move him to remorfe ! 

No age can dotage plead to his inqueft, 

Nor youth by nonage hinder his arreft ; 

No fexe excufe, nor no excufe perfwade, 

No wifedome charme his fythe, nor teares his fpadc, 

But that I fee how quickly fades and dyes 

All earthly pride, as flowers doe : mine eyes 

Would on thefe flowers a drowning fhower (hed. 

For Meridie, for Meridie is dead. 

Willy. 
O Wat ! and fo is rare Brianoled. 
But know, there is no wit, no worth, nor flcill, 
That can with-fl:and pale deaths deferved ill. 
Could mortall dayes prolonged be by arts. 
Or greedy time fufficed with defarts ; 
Could mans acquain[tan]ce with the ftarres produce 
The limits of his life, or treate a truce 
With fpining Fates ; could fage philofophy 
Prevaile with death, or pleafant poefy 
Enchant his eare, I fliould almoft with ruth 
To image of old age transforme my youth, 
For my Brianoled that young did dye. 

Watty, 
And fo for my young Meridie fhould I ; 
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For in yon towne that doeth with cities fort, 

Whofe old foundations (as old times report) 

On Englands centre ftand, and once the knowne 

Metropolis unto the Mercian throne, 

Though now (alas !) diffigured with the fcarres 

Of Saxon tumults and of bloody warre[s], 

With yellow Danes (that there were overthrowne), 

Whofe metamorphof 'd blood to weeds is growne : 

But whether that but fable be, or true, 

The branch of both our garlands now is rue. 

For gentle Meredie who there was fprung. 

Willy, 
And fweet Brianoled there nurfed young. 

Watty, 
And that faire city, that as farre exceeds 
Our towne as cedars doe excell the reeds. 
That famous Academ, and happy place, 
Belov'd of Phoebus and of Memories race, 
That fil'd with fpringes of more renown'd account 
Then Aganippe or Libethris fount, 
More rich in knowledge, and deep learning flowes 
Then others doe in mercenary fhowes, 
Fiird ftudious Meredie with ftore of arts. 

Willy 
And ripe Brianoled with wondrous parts. 

Watty, 
Young Meredie, as he was freind to me. 
So freinded by my greateft freind was he, 
And there on Baliols and their bounty fed. 
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Willy. 
Great Maudlins ftreames refrefh'd Brianoled. 

Watty, 
Rare Meredie rankes early with divines. 

Willy. 
Rare wifdome in Brianoled fo fhines, 
That he in Philofophique chaire doeth fit 

Watty. 
Sage Meredie expoundeth holy writ ; 
And, like a (hep-heard true, the joy full fame 
Of our redemption and Redeemers name 
That there he learned, in every place he fpred. 

Willy, 
Brianoled fed flockes where he was fed, 
And where the wondrous knowledge he did reach 
Of pipe and ftarres he did as freely teach. 

Watty. 
But as the lambe that mod maturely growes 
Unhappy flaughter fooner undergoes. 

Willy, 
As ftore of fruit makes the abounding tree 
To (loop, and burthens bow the bearing knee. 

Watty, 
As ripeft eares of wheate doe fooned fhed, 
Is Meridie in early ripenes dead. 

Willy. 
As faired flower's foone bladed in his prime, 
Brianoled fell in his flow'ring time. 

F 
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Watty, 
What then avayles us more to wafte our eyes, 
(Poore fwaynes) for them that wee, till all men rife, 
No more fliall fee ? Teares doe but wrong fuch men, 
Who for no wages would live here agen. 
Wee that furvive the lofle of dead fuftaine, 
And death to all that vertuous are is gaine. 

Willy, 

I neither fing nor weepe, to win from clay 
Fraile bodies juftly doomed to decay : 
I only ftrive to memorize the bed 
Examples of thofe mindes whofe bodies reft. 
And though the frame of mortall flefh doe dye, 
Let's give th'immortall minde her memory. 
Wee cannot keepe alive what perifli will : 
What death cannot, let not our filence kill. 

Watty, 

If guiftes, entreates, or teares of freinds might fave, 

I gueffe fo few had ever gone to grave. 

That by this time the whole earths ample plaine 

Had wanted roome the living to containe : 

But if we (hould, like favadges, or worfe, 

Interre each dead mans vertues with his corfe, 

I'me fure we fhould impoverifli then too much 

The world, that, cannot be too rich in fuch : 

But fince true vertue never fades away, 

Willy, 
Nor fame with forme doth ever turne to clay, 
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Watty, 
So long as piety is reverenc'd here, 

Willy, 
Or poefy is pleafing to the eare : 

Watty, 
My gentle Meredie fhall live though dead, 

Willy, 
Though dead (hall live my fweet Brianolcd. 

Watty, 
As glorious rofe the fun to-day, and fo 
Continues ftill, and fo is like to goe, 
They two by his example both their daycs 
Begun, and led, and ended in their praife. 

Willy, 
Then, like th'example rare of two fuch freinds 
Let be our lives, that like may be our ends. 
So both our flocks let both our dayly cares 
In proofe and fafety keepe, as they did theirsj 
And when we reft our felves, learne death to keepc 
In memory by her elder brother fleepe. 

Wattyes Emblem. 
Longa dies Jlrtixit, dejlniit arcta dies. 

Willies Emblem. 
Nulla qnies prima vitafecunda quies. 
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Eglogue 5 [ Of Temperance. • 

Orpin. ClorJis. 

Orpin. 
How fad and lonely (Clorus) doeft thou ftand ! 
Beware fuch vaine not melanchoUy bring. 
Come ; either take thy charmefuU reed in hand, 
Some wakefull note in eccho's eares to ring, 
Or with fhrill bofome entertaine the Spring. 
If thou thy breaft canft more then fingers ufe, 
Or be thy Mufe not bent to pipe nor fing, 
(Pitie fo bent fhould ever be thy Mufe) 
Say (gentle fwayne) how thou the time haft fpent, 
The tedious time fince Paemenarcha went. 

Clorus, 
Yon bufli our nymphs with fummers wreaths adornes 
As thick as he in native bloomes is blowne : 
How fares he that fad time, wherein forlorne 
He ftands of their fine dreffings, and his owne ? 
This ftreame that hath by ourgreene meaddows flowne 
Before our anceftour of us did dreame, 
Suppofe his chryftall head fome courfe unknowne 
Should chance to take, how then would fare this ftreame ? 
How fare the (heep by fhepheard left alone } 
So (hepheard fares fince Paeminarchas gone. 

Since Paeminarchas paces plaines forfooke. 

And playnes forfooke their pleafance with her paces, 

(And under Decks not for their owne faire looke. 
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So call'd but for fo deckt within with graces) 
Caufd emulation in the prowd embraces 
Of amorous pine and odoriferous firre, 
While they, with fame of farre difcover'd places 
And perfumes, like fea-courtiers honour her. 
And our owne winde the fwelling canvas ftores, 
Longing to fhew fuch prize to forrayne fhores. 

When this fayre Hand, fond of her, was feene 

Caft chalky cheekes from her relinquish'd fhore, 

And wifh'd her felfe in gray or (fince in greene) 

Wifh'd all th*apparrell willow that she wore ; 

And ocean proud, imagining he bore 

His Governeffe upon his curled creft, 

(And blame not much his over-joy therefore, 

For in this fare was all that Ladyes beft) 

With dolphins yoak'd, and fonges of Syrens fweet. 

From foUoweing eyes fteales on the lefs'ning fleet. 

Rough faylers now leade shep-heards lives at fea, 
Shep-heards at land now faylours fortune beare: 
We plung*d in greifes, in calme delightes are they, 
Ships there as sheepe, and sheepe as ships are here. 
Wee now keepe flocks with more than wonted feare. 
Since from our fight our shep-heards ftar doth flip. 
And they without their card or needle fteare, 
All while they have their load-ftarre in their ship. 
So crofs'd are wee, they blefs'd. Thou think'ft me long. 
But what mean'ft thou to thrall me in this fong } 

Orpin, 
That thou may'ft tell thy greife : it is the way 
The danger of it from thy heart to draw. 
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Cloriis. 
The Belgique boates enamour'd, as they fay, 
Then ventured drowning when her fayle they faw. 
Slow-paced Seyne befought her for a law, 
That he might eb and flow like Thames, and shine 
Bright as his brothers brow ; and famous Spaw, 
That lineally from ftock of precious mines 
Derives him-felfe, yet more advanced his ftreames 
To flow from earthly into heavenly gemmes. 

When in our treafure ftrangers rich became, 

When forraine shepheards thrive and wee decay. 

Haft thou forgotten (Orpin) what I am, 

That thou demand'ft how I pafle time away ? 

Why, what is time ? the eldeft and moft gray 

Of all the ftarres, and therefore drawne by howers 

In forme of fleeteft ftags; and what are they 

That draw his coach, if fun withdraw his powers ? 

Hide he his face, will diall shaddow show ? 

Or Cynthia hers, how shall wee midnight know ? 

Orpin. 
Well, Clorus, well : I finde thou doat'ft on much 
Though doft but little good ; and I confefle 
Such paiTions may attend on caufes fuch : 
Some great felicities make mindes the lefle. 
But what ! doth vow thy folemne thoughts poflefle ? 

Clorus, 
He parts the wed that vowes and thoughts doth sever. 

Orpin, 
Plac'd in one place is thy hearts happines. 
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Clorns, 
Hearts 'till fo plac'd (thou knowTt) are happy never. 

Orpin. 
Containes thy minde but one delight in all ? 
Then, great is that delight, or minde is fmall. 
But that foine one mans great delight I note 
Is in his eye, fome others in his breaft, 
And fome doe joy to think on joyes remote, 
More then to bee of prefent joyes poffefs*d. 
Art fo unbleft, or should I fay, fo bles*t. 
Thou canft not love ? fo dull thou canft not dance ? 
Nymphes never were more worthy thy requeft, 
Nor did in any age more bridalls chance. 
Who forrow can fo out of fweetnes borrow. 
Me thinkes, might fteale fome fweetnes out of forrow 
When civill ftreame, difeas'd with ftorme, denyes 
The patient hooke his filver hopes by day : 
Perhaps with plumed prisoners, fmiling (kyes, 
By night the fprindge or lime-twig profper may 
Our youngeft lads, when lillyes fade away, 
With lady-gloves can deck their hoods againe. 
And fimple (hep-heardeffe that walkes in gray. 
More than one fuiter hath, if not then twaine. 
If what I fay thou think'ft is true to finde 
But will to joy, what joy then wantes thy minde } 

Cloriis, 
Say (fimple fwaine) the fayling pilots eye 
Should loofe the fight of the Arcadian Beare, 
Could he as well by fickle Mercury, 
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As by his fixed ftarre his veffell fteere ? 
Should wee forget in thriving moone to fheare, 
Will fleeces thrive as well in her decay ? 
So may we fowle with danger, fifli with feare, 
In languor love, and dance in dumpes we may ; 
But when nor minde nor meanes are prefent to 
Our deeds, wee doe but undoe what we doe. 

As mans owne garment ever fuites him beft, 

So fuites him beft that humour is his owne, 

Be it white or black, or myrth or mone : the reft 

Are borrow'd vizars and behaviour ftolne. 

Like as yon lamb that (motherlefle and lone) 

In a falfe (kin now fuckes a lambeles mother. 

Is not to us (though to his nurfe) unknowne 

By his loofe robe from his dead fofter-brother. 

Delightes difguife fo loofe on forrow fhowes, 

Fain*d joyes are much lefle gracious then true woes. 

And though my pipe I had no mind to ufe 
Since fhee went hence, yet to give thee content. 
Shall heare a little of my flender Mufe 
In fong that I devifed fince fhee went, 
Though fome thing fad, (for fadly was I bent 
When firft I fram'd it, I muft needs confefle.) 

Orpin. 
O, fing it though. Twill helpe the woe to vent 
That doeth thy gentle heart too much poffefle. 

I Silly fwaine, fit downe and weepe, 
Weepe that ftie from hence is gone ; 
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She, of all that follow fheepe, 
By her matchles beauty knowne. 

All the playne by her bright eyes 
Shin*d, while (he did here remaine ; 
Now her eye her light denyes, 
Darknes feemes to hide the playne. 

Phoebus now feemes leffer light 
To th'unhappy vale to fend, 
Having loft more by her flight 
Then he doth his fifter lend. 

Cynthia yeilds night fewer rayes, 
Since the fun her fewer yeildes : 
He has wanted for the dayes, 
Since her wanted have the feildes. 

Mountaines never knowne to rue, 
Rockes that ftrangers were to woe, 
Since her abfence cleave in two. 
And their ruin'd hearts difclofe. 

Feildes are left to winters wrack : 
Sheepe that (hare the (hepheards woe, 
Change their hue to mourning black. 
Once as white as mornings fnow. 

Earth in withring weeds doth mourne, 
Flowers droop their heads difmay'd 
Trees let fall their leaves, that borne 
Were her beautious browes to (hade. 

G 
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• 

8 All the yeare, while she was here, 

Spring and fummer feem'd to laft : 
Since (he left us, all the yeare 
Autumne feemes, and winters blaft. 

9 While fhe grac'd us and thefe plaines, 
Forraine fwaynes of her did heare ; 
Now (he graces forraine fwaines, 

We envy their fortunes there. 
Fame where-ever (he remaines 
Soundes her wonder every where. 

It (hould be more, but that my voyce is faint : 
The reft by thus much may bee underftood. 

Orpin, 
It is enough : exceed not in complaint, 
To hurt thy felfe, and doe thy freind no good. 
Make ufe of vertuous Temperance, that shou'd 
The miftreiTe bee of all our wordes and deeds. 
And now the fun in Tritons fomeing flood 
Cooles the hot fet-locks of his yellow fteeds, 
Leade home thy lambes ; with fo much more good fpeed. 
And fleepe, which thou a little feemes to need. 

Clorns, 
Well fare thy heart that mindes me Temperance, 
Whofe onely name mine eare doth fo enchant : 
I wi(h that it may never be thy chance. 
The freind ly counfell thou doft give to want ; 
For thou (I know) canft not be ignorant. 
It is two vertues well to doe and teach. 
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But now, before the black inhabitant 

Of Cimeris (hall this horizon reach, 

With thy faire heardlem hye thee "home apace. 

Embrace my counfell : I will thine embrace. 

Orpin's Emblem. 
Temperance tout ajfcure^ 
Violence nulle dure. 

Clorus his Emblem. 
Amour loyal, etferme, 
N'a jamais fin, ne terme. 



THURSDAY. 
ClemmaJ Eglogue 6. | Qf Patience. 

Befiedic. Nicco, 

Befiedic, 
How now (old Nick) what, ripe in age and teares } 
What drawes fuch youthfull humour from fuch yeares } 
I would thou didft but looke in yonder brooke, 
How well this whimpring mood becomes thy looke. 
Give o're (for (hame) thy childeifh pueling notes, 
And fay what harmes befalne thee or thy goates. 
What ever woes thee, let thy freind it know : 
This th'onely way to cafe thy heart in woe. 
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Nicco. 
O let my caufe foften thy careles eares, 
Freind (Benedic), before thou blame my tea res. 
As true it is, thou fayeft, to eafe the heart 
Is to our freind our forrow to impart, 
So he anothers forrow muft beleeve, 
That would be pitied when himfelfe doth grieve. 
That gallant goat that I have fhew'd thee oft 
In head of all my heard, lifting aloft 
His gray and curled browes, whereon he bore, 
In his two horny regifters, the score 
Of his owne yeares, and of my yearely care 
Since of a kid I bred him up fo faire ; 
That to his brifket from his ftreaked back 
Shed parting lockes of blended white and black, 
The yearne whereof, almoft with fupple fleave 
Of Syrian wormes, I durft for wager weave ; 
His oyly gilles let fall a checquerd beard 
Downe to his knees, that awed all the heard ; 
Yet under awfull brow, and vifage bent, 
Harb'ring a nature fo benevolent, 
That he (ah he !) as willingly would ftand. 
And leane his itching forehead to my hand. 
And in mine armes fodder or play, or fleepe. 
As lovingly as any kid I keepe. 

Benedic. 
And what difeafe of him difeafes thee 1 

Nicco, 
Saweft thou not him my beft, and doft not fee 
That he of all my heard is now unfeene ? 
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Benedic. 
What is the caufe tliat he forfakes thy greene ? 

Nicco, 
Whilome by night (O night ! for reft ordain'd, 
But with unreft and all abufes ftayn'd) 
A woolfe or fox, our ill-defended cotes 
Ufeing to haunt, afTaults my horned goates, 
Till with his (harpe and cruell fangs he had 
For his blood-thirfty throat an entry made, 
Whereat a fudden fright and fearefuU note 
Of trembling kids waken'd my flumbring goate ; 
Who rowfing up, and quickly cafting eye 
Of th'ugly fnout of deadly enemye 
To heard and heardfmen, back he fetched his foes, 
And with his foreheads curl'd and crooked trees, 
He met the vermine with a brufh fo ftrong. 
As made his teeth meet through his burning tongue ; 
And while unfatisfy'd againe he flew 
Upon his foe, the favadge dog withdrew. 
And my heards champion through the breach fo wrought. 
Ran head fo fierce, his crooked antlers caught 
A rafter on the outfide of my ftack. 
That hamper'd him : he could not forth nor back : 
And then all fweltred in his paines and heate 
Of rage, while in his bandes himfelfe he beate, 
The carion coward fometimes feiz'd the throat. 
Sometimes the eyelids of my luckles goate, 
Who (though thus bound) maintained a defprat fight, 
Till honeft day revealed the wrongs of night. 
And I with fpeare came in, to earth to joyne 
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The falvage theifes already bleeding groyne. 
But all too late ! for what with greife, and what 
With bruifes fore, and venime wounds thus got, 
NeVe thrived more my goat, but pin'd away. 
No clover-graffe, corne-blade, nor odorous hay, 
Garlique, nor beet, nor betony, nor fage, 
Mallow, nor rue, nor plantain, would affwage 
His inward ficknes, or his outward fmart, 
No holy-thiftle water chear'd his heart. 
Stone-pitch did not bruifed fillets good. 
Nor wholefome treacle cleanfe his poifon'd blood. 
No faire words tic'd him to his woonted cribs. 
Nor ftroaking made him licke his ftareing ribs : 
Low lean't his head, his gray beard fwept the duft, 
Downe fell his creft, and with his creft his luft. 
His ragged chines feem'd dayly more and more 
Higher to grow, his ftarving belly lower, 
Untill his ty^s their black and lively fightes 
Shrowding in their owne pale and deadly whites, 
Yeilding to death long dying life, my goat 
Left his unhappy heard and curled coat. 

Baiedic. 
Now, what a tedious tale (but that to doate 
Thine age has leave) haft thou told of a goat ! 
But thy condition's to be borne withall ; 
Small loffes to the great are great to fmall. 
And that may fomething juftify thy mone : 
But as loffe is not unto thee alone. 
Be not alone to greife. It chanced me 
In my young dayes, in fhade of poplar tree 
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To hide mine oVe-watch'd eyes from illes, whereon 

I feldome dreame that wakeing thinke on none ; 

And while I ftole (ftole ! O why doe I fay ? 

Twas but my right) one fleepe at high noone-day, 

A fpitefull theife, that did (it feemes) not feare, 

Nor (hame the Mufes bowers to pilleare, 

Of my beft fcrip, and then my deareft mate, 

Left me to rife deprived and defolate. 

Thou mayeft (old Nick), as caufe thou haft, inveigh 

Gainft wolfe or fox, but there's no beaft of prey 

So bad as man, mifcheivoufly inclined. 

What knows not truth nor reafons, falfe by kinde, 

But impious man that reafon hath and truth, 

Doeth know, againft both truth and reafon doth. 

Scrip was it fuch as honeft Collidens, 

Furnis[h]*d by mine (as his was with his pens) 

With Eglogues, Sonnets, Elegies, and Layes, 

In vertues honour and her owners prayfe. 

But there (my comfort is) no fcurrile fong, 

Nor hatefull libel), freind or foe to wrong. 

I never fuch invented, young nor old ; 

My harmeleffe Mufe me better leffon told. 

Thus ftrip'd by falfe and cruell-hearted theft 

Of all my little wealth, with nothing left 

But woe and want, I, trotting worlds of ground 

After my loffe, more loffe of labour found. 

I could have wept like thee, but tis in vaine 

To thinke with teares our loffes to regaine, 

Or with confuming forrow to betray 

More to hard fortune then (he takes away. 

And fince more learned (hep-heards have us taught 
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(Leffon, I feare, of you goat-heards unthought) 

That heavens fuch chances fuffer doe fometimes 

Befall us, to chaftise us for our crimes : 

We muft not quite heavens gentle punifhments 

With much more punifhable difcontents. 

Like to a yeareling lambe, (home of his beft, 

His firft and deareft fleece, I meekely reft. 

And that had been my onely lofle 'twere well. 

But many greater have me fince befell ; 

Yet for all my difafters doe not whine 

So much as thou for one poore goat of thine. 

Nicco. 
Sure (Benedic) then thou art fram'd of fteele, 
Or rocky fubftance, that no paflion feele. 
Had I endur'd fo many ruthfull things, 
I thinke I (hould by this time into fprings 
Have melted been, or been with forrow pin'd. 
O ! what is then that vertue of the minde, 
That makes us men in fuflrings difler fo, 
Whofe bodies have an equall fence of woe ? 
What man am I, that woman (hould have been, 
Whom fmall diftre(re hath fo great power in ? 
Or of what more than common mold art thou, 
Whofe breaft doeth under no diftreflfes bow ? 

Benedic. 
Of neither ftone nor fteele : continuall wet 
Will weare the one, and fire the other fret. 
But as foundations lay'd on wooU are fayd 
To over-laft thofe that on rocks are layd. 
So gentle mindes their burthens long endure, 
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When rocky hearts will cleave and prove unfure. 

As after heavy wheeles, whofe routs remaine 

In finking earth, foft flowers rife againe ; 

And tender waters neither breake nor (hrinke 

Under the barke, that gaping fandes will finke: 

Great ftomacks crack at forrowes weighty fummes, 

But patience yeilds, and yeilding overcomes. 

While yet a flock I have, I joy as much 

In thofe that laft, as I fhould joy in fuch 

For thofe that ftealth or fickneffes confume : 

I place content before me in their roome. 

I doe not honour fickle fortunes name 

For what I have, nor on the ftarres exclame 

For what I part withall : I know that they 

Are inflruments of his immortall fway : 

Whence I receive, with joy and patience, all 

The good and ill me or my ftate befall. 

I murmur not at crofle or cafualties, 

Whereto all mortall nature fubjeft lyes ; 

I onely drive with workes of honefty 

To readvance the wracks of injury, 

So by repaire to make my lofle my fame, 

And by my patience my theifes gaine his fhame : 

Who after loffe yet live on what is left, 

Difcourage envy and difcount'nance theft. 

And while a heard of goats thou haft to keepe, 

Scorne not to follow him that followes (heepe, 

In this one Icffon, that to all belongs, 

Patience recovers loffe and conquers wrongs. 

Nicco, 
Shepheard, thou knowTt my fubftancc is not great : 

H 
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A tender kid from his dams tender teat 

I tender thy advice, and take my leave. 

Our heards begin to mingle (I perceive). 

I will no more truft night, who is, to fuch 

As robbe both thee and me, a freind too much. 

Benedic. 
Keepe ftill thy kid, or take a lambe from mee 
As good as him : I counfell not for fee ; 
(Yet blame not all that doe ; for good advice, 
That freindly is, may merit freindly price) 
Nor blame thou night that ill muft not be thought ; 
For wicked deeds, the wicked doers fault ; 
But fell thy goats fine flcin, and therewithall 
Buy worfer ftuffe to build a better wall. 
And fo lets fhed our cattell while tis light, 
For fheepe and goats together mixe not right. 

Benedics Emblem. 

Gloria prtidentis paticiitia, 

Niccos Emblem. 

Whofuffer ivilly and doe none ill. 

In the way to heaven are t/tey. 



FRIDAY. 
Eglogue 7 [ Of Hofpitalitie. 

Nando, Jeffrey, Perigot, 
Nando. 
Good day to Jeffrey (if I not miftake). 
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Jeffrey. 
Like (if miftake not I) for Nandos fake. 

Nando, 
How leades thou life and lambes, and whereaway ? 
I fcarcely twice have feene thee, fince the day 
That thy Mcecenas, that renowned Lord, 
The Lady wed, who by the chryftall fourd 
Was miftreffe of that Caftle, white and ftrong, 
Neare Chilterne hills where we led flocks along. 
Twas at this Hands moft renowned towne 
(Place fitteft for a match of fuch renowne) 
Where at that wedding thou a fpeech didft make 
Whereof I once from thee did coppy take, 
Since beg'd or ftolne from me (the common lot 
Of novelties) : if thou haft not forgot, 
Pitie thou fhould'ft, vouchfafe it to rehearfe. 
It was a plaine but honeft peice of verfe. 

Jeffrey. 
How thinkft thou (Nando) things, fo long fore-paft 
In that fo plaine and fimple age, may laft 
To thefe more dainty dayes } or who but thou 
Fancyes fo olde efteeme, or relifli now } 

Perigot. 
Yes, that doe I, and that's one more then he ; 
And fo doe all that truely honeft bee, 
If truely honeft be the verfe, though plaine ; 
And, I have heard, thou haft no greater ftraine. 
Though fame allowes no life to vicious ryme. 
No vertuous verfe is fubjeft unto tyme. 
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All things, though old, to thofe that never knew, 
Nor never heard of them before, are new : 
Age does not worth diminifh, but prolong ; 
True Mufe is (like Apollo) alwayes young : 
What* s vile is old, or dead, as foone as borne, 
Whatever's good more dayes doe more adorne. 

Jeffrey, 
As I have feene a (hepheardeffe contrive 
A way to keepe a gathered rofe alive. 
So this my withering fancy, by the merit 
Of your defires, doth thus it felfe inherit. 
I that ne*re gaz*d on Cheap-fides gliftring rowe. 
Nor went to bed by the deep found of Bowe, 
But lent my dayes to filver-couler'd fheepe. 
And from ftrawne cotes borrowed my golden fleepe. 
On deare occafion (you may thinke to draw) 
To Citie him that never Citie faw. 
Arrived thefe walles and towers of fumptuous pride. 
To feeke my deare Lord, whofe faire flock I guide, 
And for whofe abfent worth my tender feares 
Have far'd a little Terns of mine own teares ; 
And as (which I, poore fwaine, with bluflies fay) 
Though wherefore (hould I do fo ? I loft my way 
Some hundred times in thefe amazefuU ftreets. 
The wing'd and quiver'd Love at laft me meets : 
Him had I known fo well in our green Downe, 
That he forgot not mee in this gay towne ; 
And leades me to this place, which he, though blinde. 
Better then I with my beft eyes could finde. 
And while conduced betwixt him and Care, 
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I did, as captive led by keeper, fare. 

But as this hallow'd threfhold now received 

By him that weares the robe of faffron weav'd, 

The fmileing Hymen, I fuch fweetnes found 

As hearts redeemed may feele that have been bound, 

And by his facred counfell wifti'd to frame 

Thefe rites to you (fayre and illuftrious Dame) : 

To whofe rare graces here I can make no 

Compare, fince I no gemmes nor Jewells know. 

But in your modeft fmiles (me thinkes) I view 

Our ftarre by day, and fummers rofe anew. 

More then I mourn'd his abfence I rejoyce 

Now in my rare Commanders rarer choice, 

And as his fweet and richly founded place. 

Your ftately and well (haded towers embrace. 

My Mufe (hall fing of your united name 

In (hades of Sherborne^ and by (Ireames of T/iamc, 

Songes that beyond thefe fuddain (Iraynes afpire. 

Shall in their juft defart, and true defire 

That longs till all my mates in joviall fort 

Dance to my pipe and this more fweet report. 

Such was the fpeech that Hymens high occafion 

Gave firft life to ; this fecond your perfwafion. 

Perigot, 
No fure. If of it fclfe thy Mufe could dye. 
It might have endles life from caufe so hye. 

Nando. 
But what occurrents there befell thee more } 
So noble eares could not fo give thee ore. 
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Jeffrey, 
Tis true ; but I my part have much forgot, 
But theirs (which was their Noblenes) cannot. 
Amongft the reft a lady faire, to try 
My wits (it feem'd), or els I know not why, 
Was pleas'd to me a queftion to propofe, 
Which, either (he or I, did out of profe 
Transforme into a flender dreffe of ryme. 
Wherein it lives, though poorely, to this time. 
Betwixt two fuiters fat a lady fayre : 
Upon her head a garland did (he weare, 
And of the enamourd two, the firft alone 
A garland wore (like her), the other none. 
Froni her owne head (he tooke the wreath (he wore, 
And on his plac'd it, who had none before ; 
And then (marke this) their browes were both about 
Befet with garlands, and (he fat without. 
Beholding thefe cor-rivals on each fide 
Of her, thus plac'd and deck'd in equall pride, 
She from the firft mans head the wreath he had 
Tooke off, and therewith her owne browes (he clad ; 
And then (marke this) (he and the fecond were 
In garlands deck'd, and the firft man fate bare. 
Now, which did (he love beft, of him to whom 
She gave the wreath, or him she tooke it from ? 

Nando, 
In my conceit, she him would rather have 
From whom she tooke, then him to whom she gave ; 
For to beftow many refpefts may move. 
But to receive none can perfwade but Love. 
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She grac'd him much on whom her wreath she placed, 
But him whofe wreath she wore she much more graced : 
For where she gives she there a iervant makes, 
But makes her felfe a fervant where she takes. 
Then, where she takes she honors moft, and where 
She doth moft honor, she moft love doth beare. 

Perigot, 
In my conceit, she lov'd the man the more 
To whom she gave the garland that she wore. 
An a6lion fuch (me thinkes) feemes to exprefle, 
That he who that poffefs'd should her poffeffe : 
Where she the garland took, and left him bare, 
Might be his browes for willow to prepare. 
Receiving does not alwayes fervice prove, 
But giving is always true figne of love. 
On him whofe wreath she wears she much confers, 
But bindes him to more honor that weares hers. 
And then if (he (is fayre) be truely kinde, 
Moft love she beares where she moft lookes to finde. 

Nando, 
Now (Jeff) what was the anfwer that you gave } 

Jeffrey, 
That I (with little greife) forgotten have. 
Though likely 'tis I fayd like one of you : 
All is but gueffe, where none can tell what's true. 
The depth of ladyes minde no other knowes ; 
(She knows) and 'tis no anfwer to fuppofe. 
He may him -felfe thinke in her greateft grace 
Upon whofe head she did her garland place ; 
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And he vvhofe wreath she wore may thinke the fame. 
(Love all things doth to his owne vantage frame) 
But he in one or both muft needs be blinde, 
And what himfelfe fees not, he hopes to finde. 
Two lovers may be equall in defart, 
The diff'rence is in the beloveds heart. 
Wife ladyes thoughts are to them felves alone, 
And better pleas'd to be admir'd then knowne. 
Tis like she lov'd one beft, but is more bleft 
If him she have she loves, and loves her beft. 

Nando. 
How may wee now requite thy love and paine } 

Jeffrey, 
My paines with pitie ; love with love againe. 

Nando, 
Nay (gentle Jefferey) from thy repaft 
We have (I feare) caus*d thee too long to faft. 
Walke with my freind and me unto my bower, 
And helpe to entertaine one pleafant hower, 
That in th*enjoyance of fo kinde a freind 
Will but too fwiftly haften to his end. 
My Dame to night a cheefe-cake me allowes, 
Whofe borders are as browne as are her browes, 
But curds within as candid as her favour, 
Sprinkled with cynamonds delightful! favour. 
We have queene apples, fome within to fee 
As beauteous as without (as nymphes fhould bee), 
And ruffettings that, like true fhepheards, hide 
Wilde difpofition in a rough out-fide. 
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Poore fare ; yet fo much richer for thy fake, 
As hearty wish and welcome may it make. 

Jeffrey. 
Thy lookes and tongue both fo performe their part, 
As (hewes they have commiffion from thy heart ; 
Thefe dayes of ours (Nando) no kinder qualitie 
Produce, in great and fmall, then hofpitalitie. 
It feemes thou canft remember I have been 
In noble houfes, and I there have feene, 
And tafted too, their bountious entertaine. 
Which may it everlaftingly remaine. 
Continuance is the life of all well doeing, 
And thereunto all bleffings come a wooing ; 
And I have far'd with (hepheards fuch as you. 
And loveing ever, to my power, to doe 
The good that I in others fee and praife. 
Have had my fellow (hepheards in my dayes. 
Not to requite, for fo I was not able, 
But t* imitate heart free and hofpitable. 
As the rich farmers favour do's refine 
His plenteous fare, and turnes his ale to wine ; 
The fhepheards love fo makes his poore repaft 
A banquet, and his whey like ale to taft ; 
And at the greateft table, and the leaft. 
Love and free welcome makes them both a feaft. 

Perigot, 
I that am idle, and have leaft to doe. 
All our three flocks the while may looke unto. 

Nando. 
No, Perigot : we cannot fpare fuch freind 

I 
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Whofe worth is not invited to attend. 

As wee, fo let our flocks, together feed : 

Sheep will agree where fliepheards are agreed ; 

And as for fitchet, fox, or fuch as thofe, 

Inward agreement feares no outward foes. 

Sheep learn the voyce of fliepheards that them keep, 

And mutuall love fliepheards may learn of fheep. 

Nando* s Emblem. 
Grex humilis vocent discit pajloris amantis. 

Perigots Emblem. 
Pajlor ad exemplum difcat amare gregis, 

Jeffreys Emblem. 
Fcelix is pajior, qui ovis ejl pajloris Olympi 
Cujus funt gregibus, cognita vox et amor. 



SATTURDAY. 
Egl(^ue 9 > Of Conftancy. 

Perkin, Tomkin. 

Perkin, 
Tomkin, what pipe hath lull'd thy Mufe afleep. 
Or fleepy dulnes luU'd thy pipe a late ? 
Do*s fome difeafe infefl thy gentle flieep, 
Or too much care of them infeft thy fl;ate ? 
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Say, is the fault in the ill-will of Fate, 

Or is the Fate in thine owne faulty will, 

Thou doft thy felfe fo feldom recreate 

On the fweet ftops of thy once pleafant quill ? 

Tomkin, 
Wonder not (Perkin) that the Mufe is ftill, 
That wants fome fweet occafions to awake : 
Pipes muft be dumb, fingers forget their (kill. 
When favours and encouragements forfake. 
It is not I but Eccho that's afleep, 
Or in fome defart farre remote remaines ; 
And wee our flocks in defarts feeme to keep, 
And fadly touch our unrefounded canes, 
Fayeries (fometimes) familiar freinds to plaines. 
In their forfaken circles ceafe t'appeare, 
And Nymphes and Naiades, once kinde to fwaynes, 
Now neither walke, nor gather garlands here. 
And this has brought my heart fo out of cheare, 
And, as thou find'ft, fo dulFd my pipe and pen. 

Perkin, 
Sad ftory (fwaine). But what's your meaning, when 
You doe thofe freinds to plaines the Fayeries name, 
And Nym[p]hes and Naiades, that now and then 
Unto your greenes to gather garlands came ? 

Tomkin. 
To tell the plaine, I meane Philifiden, 
And his deare filler, that renowned Dame 
We Paemenarcha call'd ; he that of men 
The wonder was, (he of her fex the fame ; 
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. And that good Lord of th'ancient houfe of Thame, 
His learned Lady, both of noble race, 
And more like them in honour, love, and fame, 
That us'd us fhepheards and our fongs to grace, 
But now are gone to farre more happy place : 
And therefore wee not for their fakes doe moane, 
But fmce fo few now (hew fo kinde a face : 
As is our loffe our forrow is our owne. 

Perkin. 
Tomkin, tis true ; but yet not ours alone 
Is loffe or greife, but theirs that ftill furvive. 
Tis good to praife their favours that are gone. 
Without defpaire of thofe that are alive. 
But though we fhepheards not in favours thrive, 
And careles times of us take little heed, 
Yet muft wee ftill our honeft verfe contrive 
Unto the flender timber of the reed. 
As flowers pay their owne ungather'd feed 
Unto the earth, neglefted trees their fruit. 
Wee owe our dayes what they in us did breed. 
Since onely ours we nothing can repute : 
As cruftied violets more fweetnes (hute, 
Obfcured worth doth more it felfe adorne. 
Eternall lawrell (lands on her owne roote, 
Weake ivy is on others (houlders borne. 
And perfevering conftancyes purfuite 
Of vertue, honor wins and conquers fcorne. 

Tomkin, 
There haft thou nam'd a vertue that agrees 
So with my heart, that I will hold me faft 
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To vertues praife and honour. Though my trees 

Yeild fmaller fruit in this, then fummer pad, 

And though I gaine by my Hyblsean bees 

A lighter (lock of honey then the laft, 

I live in hope that heavens (whofe juft diftafl: 

III feafons doth for our ill manners fend) 

Will caft of[f] frownes when faults away we caft, 

And mend our meanes when we our felves amend. 

Perkin, 
There art thou right, and as thou doft intend, 
So to thy refolution hold thee true ; 
For as true vertues never (hall have end, 
No more (hall their renowne that them purfue. 
Hope never failes that doth on heaven depend, 
And they win heaven that with repentance wooe. 

Tomkin, 
Well haft thou fayd : and as I yeild thereto. 
So hold thy felfe to thine owne difcipline ; 
Which to requite is more then I can doe. 
But, as thou feeft, thy flocke now feeds with mine, 
Walke with me to my bower, where let us two 
On fuch poore fare I have together dine, 
While Phcebus in his beft and higheft place 
Doth this halfe-holyday fo kindely grace. 

Perkins Emblem. 
Conf fancy is vertues crowne, 

Tomkins Emblem. 
Vertuc's Conftancyes renoivuc. 
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Eglogue 9! Of Humility. 

HobbinolL Colliden, 

HobbinolL 
If thou be not that gentle ftiep-heard fwaine 
That in the Mufes wells, as good as wine, 
(Freind Colliden) haft fo refreshed a braine 
That for the fonnet fweet, or lyrique line, 
Few (hepheards be that may furpafle thy ftraine, 
Or from thy forhead win the leaffy twine, 
I have forgot that honeft looke of thine. 

Colliden, 
Who would have look'd for entertaine fo fine 
From Hobbinoll, if I miftake not you. 
To Colliden, the fame poore freind of thine. 
To whom no fuch great complement is due ? 

HobbinolL 
Yet to revive our fpirits that both decline, 
Lets heare fome pleafant fonnet, old or new. 

Colliden, 

Hobbinoll ! we may not ftill purfue 

The path of youth, nor walke befide the line, 
That from falfe joyes should leade us to the true : 

1 now thofe wanton virelayes doe rue, 

The fancyes of my like phantastique dayes. 

Wherein to fwaines and nymphes, more praife then due, 

The more I fung, I leflen'd mine owne praife. 
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With olive twine now twifted is my bayes, 

From whence my heart more hallow'd thoughts doth take. 

Now let my fongs be in my Makers praife, 

Who to that purpofe onely did me make, 

If fo unworthy shepheard in his layes, 

O bleffed Lord ! thy praife may undertake : 

For shepheard, sheepe, and all that for their fake 

Thou fee'ft this goodly univerfe doth yeild, 

His mighty hand did forme and voyce awake, 

When out of nothing he did all things build : 

The glorious fun that doth the welkin guild, 

And welkin gilt he placed in fuch eftate. 

And with fuch bounty made and deck'd the feild, 

As well for heardfmans as for cattells gate. 

As we them fee : we him should meditate 

Who hath thefe favours done for us ingrate, 

And worthies of the leaft of all his (lore ; 

Nay, wretches much more meriting his hate 

For our defarts if ought we claime therefore. 

HobbinolL 

Shep-heard, I am full glad it was my fate 
To meet thee fo, a fwaine of fuch good lore ; 
For I had thought, as I was taught to fore, 
That Pan was God of shep-heards and of sheep ; 
That Phoebus of the fun the bridle bore. 
And Cynthia fwa/d the feafon when we fleep. 
And that another Deity, old and hoare. 
They Neptune calFd, governed the ocean deep ; 
That of the feilds Dame Flora had the keep, 
And them in all their painted 'parrell clad ; 
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And that the valley flat, the mountains fteep, 
And all things elfe their feverall deity had. 

Colliden, 
Who taught thee fo were shep-heards not fo wife, 
Or honeft, as they should, unlefle they meant 
By thofe and all imagined Deities 
One onely God, true and omnipotent : 
For, like a reall truth in shady guife, 
Such fiftions his true honours reprefent 

HobbinolL 
Sure (Colliden) fuch was their good intent, 
Though I, then young, did fcarcely underftand ; 
But fince of thee it is my bleft event 
More now to learne of his moft high command, 
Who made and governs all, be thou content 
To follow on the fong thou haft in hand. 

Colliden. 
When I furvey my heap of youthfull fong, 
And ditties quaint, to volumes neare arofe, 
I whilome did, to pleafe the amorous throng 
Of Nymphs and Swayns, to my green reed compofe, 
And finde fo fmall the number them among 
Of pious ftraine, or vertues pure difpofe, 
Then mufe not (HobbinoU) that my Mufe growes 
Mellancholly, but thinke her jullly forry 
For feeking earthly more then heavnly glory. 

The man is happy (fure) to whom the Mufe 
So gracious is as with him deigne to dwell, 
(For she in him more joyance may infufe. 
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Then hath to fome of greater place befell) 
But much more happy hee, that how to ufe 
And entertaine fo fweet a gueft can tell. 
She comes not hither from her facred well, 
For thee or mee with her too bold to make : 
Of daintieft things we fooneft furfet take. 

Doubtles, the head of that fo famous fount, 
By pranceing hoofe of flying horfe was found, 
That mens conceits by tafte thereof (hould mount, 
Till they at heavens azure gates rebound, 
And not defcend to theames of bafe account, 
To be in nine dayes vulgar wonder drown*d ; 
Or idle minftrells mercenary found. 
And of eternity themfelves deprive. 
That noble mindes all labour to arrive. 

DelightfuU fongs, if fram'd on fubjefl: vaine, 

Though for a feafon vaunt and flourifh may, 

Yet fageft hand of Fame will them difdaine 

In her immortall treafury to lay : 

But as yon wanton ficamore to raine 

Muft yeild her pompe, fo theirs to time muft they, 

Though yet as frefh as death-unknowing Bay, 

Whofe leafe who claimes to weare ought well fore-cafl: 

His a6Uons, life with life of laurell laft. 

Wherefore thou feeft not on my fimple head 
Such coronet, to fager fliep-heards due, 
Whofe verfes live though they themfelves be dead, 
(If dye they could whofe deeds their lives renew) ; 
While moft of mine, unworthy to be read, 

K 
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Dye (while I live) or fhould, if how I knew 

To win fucceffe, my wifhes to enfue, 

Since tis the way to make one fm two-fold, 

To countenance youths vaine afts with forhead old. 

But now I am in better vaine to fing 

In his due honour that on high doth fit, 

(Which he that is of all the Soveraigne King 

Grant I fo may, as may his fervant fit). 

If aught thou hear'ft wherefore in verdant ring 

Of laurell branch thou mayft my temples knit, 

I (hall at once embrace thy love and it ; 

For whether meed aflum'd hath right or none, 

Juft is the garland others hands put on. 

HobbirwlL 
Ah, woe is me ! that pent in cottage poore, 
And cottage poore as pent in valley low, 
And forry foyle that at my luckles doore, 
Such tree of triumph lifteth not to grow. 
But, neighbour mine, there is that hath afore 
His happy hatch fome that he will beftow 
More foone on me, caufe I to thee it owe. 
My fweeting tree may one day him remeed : 
The poore fometime hath what the rich may need. 

Collidefi, 
Awake, O virgin of celeftiall race ! 
That thy firft milke didft draw from facred breaft 
Of memory, and then receiv'ds thy place 
By Thefpian ftreames amongft thy fillers bleft : 
So highly fprung, yet fcorneft not to grace 
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Mee, lowly fwaine, of all thy fervants leaft, 
No more let lump of living clay infeft 
Thy heavenly pinions, nor yet prevent, 
With plummets of dull floth, thy faire afcent. 

But, above all, O bleffed Majefty ! 

Who by thy power and wifdome all haft wrought. 

And all doft rule above and under fkye, 

From greateft fubftance unto fmalleft thought. 

That we thy name aright may magnify. 

And fing thy works and wonders, as we ought, 

Grant with fuch ftreames our feeble hearts be fr^iught. 

As thou doft give from forth thine ever-living 

Fountaine of grace, that more abounds by giving. 

O fottifh men ! that dayes in filence fpend, 
Or in lewd tales that worfe then filence bee, 
While creatures dumb by nature doe commend 
Their makers love with greater praife then wee. 
Who taught this beech her branches to extend, 
From ftormes to (belter us and flockes, but hee } 
Who not alone into this freindly tree, 
But into every lefle-efteemed plant. 
And herbe, and flirub, hath put life vegetant. 

Nor has he fet the high above to grow 
As fhrouds to be, or fhaddows to our need, 
But hath commanded they their bloffoms blow. 
And ufefull fruits their bloffoms to fucceed : 
Nor doth the earth with flowers and herbage fow 
Onely for pleafant walke or cattells feed, 
Or fence of fight or fmell, but us to fteed 
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For wholfom cure ; and, often, to fupply 
Our dying life, to render theirs to dy. 

Goat-heard beware, or man (who ere thou art) 
That thou alone do not like cypher (land. 
Conferring all thy fortunes, wit, and art, 
Upon thy felfe, with too referv'd a hand, 
But learne for common good to aft fome part 
Of vertuous office in thy native land, 
Leaft thou be worfe then weed in forry fand, 
Whereof the vileft that thou tread'ft upon 
For others ufe more vertues hath then one. 

The cowflip do's not onely deck the feilds, 
But lends her yellow fingers to the cure 
Of (hakeing finnews ; and the violet yeilds 
Her azure blood fowle furfets to repure. 
Contemned wormwood from infeflion sheilds, 
And rue makes wafting liver longer dure : 
Elacampane faint loungs doth reafTure ; 
Plantain of bleeding wounds allay es the fmart, 
Mynt helps the head, and rofemary the heart. 

The Indian julep mixt for pallats paines 
Craves woodbines help fuch dolour to affwage ; 
And quinteflences, diving to the reincs, 
Difdaine not there the ayd of faxifrage : 
Who tanfey taftes, or clarey entertaines, 
Need eate no fnake with youth to cover age : 
The holy-thiftle quenches fevers rage. 
Where coftly antidots shun,poore eftate, 
There fage is treacle, faffron mythridate. 
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Nor ftand tall woods alone for goodly port, 
But each his proper bufineffe hath and ftate. 
The oak a builder is of lafting fort, 
And him the elme and beech doe imitate : 
The ash a fouldier, ewe is his confort, 
The pine a fayler, and the fyrrhe his mate ; 
The cypreffe mourner at the funerall gate, 
And lawrell, that we talked of but now, 
The crowne of victors and of Mufes brow. 

The poplar can the climeing workemans wish 
As well advance, as fan the funny glade : 
The melancholly willow learne to fish, 
Rather than be for fooles the garland made : 
The maple turne himfelfe to shep-heards dish. 
And holly prentice to the vintners trade ; 
The hoary palme, the poore mans cottage shade, 
And all this crue to folace, walnut-tree, 
And box, and plane, a fet of mufique bee. 

Where to to dance becomes not us to call 
Fayre fruitfuU ladies, not to shep-heards knowne, 
Such as the great pom-granate, olive fmall, 
And lufhious figge that loves to be alone : 
The abricot upheld with fouthern wall, 
The orange gilt that thrice a yeare doth grone ; 
The downy quince, and golden mell-cotone ; 
The fanguine peach in filken robe inftall'd, 
The almond twice, and nut-meg treble-wall'd. 

But with our rural nymphes we may be bold, 
(/\s to our rurall callings moft be meet) 
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The ruddy peare-main and the coftard cold, 

The fpungy ruffetting and violet fwcet : 

The warden and the deux-ans two year'd old, 

The pippen when fhe leaves the ftately ftreet ; 

The cherry when (he fcornes not us to greet : 

The hafell-nut familiar every where, 

The harmeles damfon and the Katterne peare. 

Thus like my felfe, although I fimply fing 
Song fimple as myfelfe, forbeare to blame, 
For all my ferious thoughts are on the King 
Of trees and fruits that yet I did not name : 
The peereles vine, with clufters flourifhing. 
Of mighty grapes, not onely for their fame, 
But that the Lord of Life, who man became, 
Himfelfe is pleafed the true Vine to call. 
And all his members true his branches all. 

And as we fee that fixed to the ftake, 
So nayUd to tree was this celeftiall Vine, 
Whofe pierced fide, for our redemptions fake, 
Gufti'd precious blood, as precious grapes doe wine. 
O blefied husband ! that in hand doft take 
To purge all living branch thereof, refine 
With powerfull grace this feeble foule of mine, 
And graffe it in this ftock fo fure, that fruitc 
Of praife to thee it ever forth may (hute. 

That turning ore new leafe of natures booke, 
Thy hand or worke I further may behold 
In creatures fuch, whofe knowledge thou doft brookc 
To fimple man, clad in fo wretched mold. 
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For nations all (to hold in heav'nly hooke 
Of mutuall love) his wifedome doeth unfold 
To fome, what he from others doth withold, 
That men, for wonders that they not poflefle 
Ought him admire, for thofe they have him blefle. 

His wonders, then, (let us with reverence) note, 
What learnedft tongues could never full exprefle. 
Thou mayeft well thinke in found of flender oate 
The little learned (hepheard can much leffe. 
The marriner that toyles in feas remote, 
And pilgrim that doth halfe his life profefle 
To fpend in farre-fought lands and wildernefle, 
From freezing Laps to fcorched Negro's walke. 
His other halfe may thereof fpend in talke. 

Although the fun him company had bor[n]e, 
Companion fuch would tempt one venter farre 
From the vermillion palace of the morne 
To wefterne waves, oft gilded by his carre, 
And (hewen him every land his rayes adorne 
With yearely progreffe, and his courts that are 
All flourifh'd o*re with many a twinkling ftarre. 
Some over head to us, fome over head 
To thofe whofe feet againft our feet doe tread. 

And all his fifters (hining feates betwixt 
The golden Ram and filver horned Kid, 
The axle fet with Lords and Ladies mixt, 
Now ftellified for famous deeds they did ; 
The Cynofure, with countenance gravely fixt, 
Teaching the wonder in the load-ftone hid, 
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Th' Arcadian Lady and her fonne, forbid 

To wafh in ocean waves, and daughter[s] feven 

Of him whofe (boulders underfet the heaven. 

But how becomes it me, in ruffet robe. 
To fing of fhineing wonders of the flcye ? 
Now fitting thofe that (kill the Aftralobe, 
And have high reach in fage aftrologie ; 
But he that fram'd this univerfall globe. 
Above all creatures here would man his eye 
Should upward lift, and contemplate on hye 
Thofe glympfes of the glorious life of bli(re, 
The more to (Irive for that life, after this. 

And though poore (hep-heard be the leaft of men, 
And I (poore I) of (hep-heards be the leaft, 
My Mufe his honours muft returne agen, 
In fuch degree as he my Mufe hath bleft ; 
Though in the found of higheft pipe or pen 
His praife can never fully be expreft, 
None may his talent let in duft to reft ; 
And (hareing of his graces, I not dare 
To filence in his praife my humble (hare. 

Hobbinoll. 

Little wot I who is the (killfulft fwaine, 
Of (kill to judge (certes) doth (kill require. 
Yet bene thy layes and love not all in vaine; 
For though I cannot judge, I can admire. 
But nothing have to quit thy gentle paine 
Till I fome happier fortune may afpire. 
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Unlefse thou wilt (for want of better tire) 
Accept a warme kids-ikin, to keep from cold 
Thy neck that doth thy honeft braine uphold. 

Colliden. 

If kid be loft, thou more his (kin doft need : 

I waxen weake, yet no fuch gift may take. 

Reward fhould not be taken for good deed 

That fhould be done for onely goodnes fake. 

Now Pyro-e-is, the funs formoft fteed, 

With flameing fet-lock gildes the brackifh lake : 

Let us with day to our repofure make. 

And houze our heards, ere nights unhealthy dewes 

Soake through the fleeces of the tender ewes. 

HobbinolL 

Beflirew the night, whofe fo unwelcome haft 
Begins here to forbid our longer ftay. 

Colliden, 

O no ! the fooner come, the fooner paft 

Is night, that brings on the more welcome day. 

HobbinolL 

And for that welcome day I fhall fore-caft, 
Wherein with thee discourfe againe I may. 

Colliden, 

Come any day thou wilt, when he gives way, 
Who gave us fix for one, that we should borrow 
For our vaine ufe no part of his tomorrow. 

L 
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Colhdens Emblem. 
Vifa Creatoris manus eft miranda creatis. 

Hobbinolls Emblem. 

In his works i his power, his love. 
Seen, known, admird, is God above. 



J'/M.S. 
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URANIA, 

The Woman in the Moone 

in 

Foure Cantoes, or Quarters. 

By 

WILLIAM BASSE, Gent. 



Teque tuam Comitem, cantat (nocturna Diana) 
Urania magnis vox bene nota Deis. 
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To the honorabUy vertuous, and renowned Lady, the 
Lady Penelope Dynham. 

This Mufes ftory, that a Princes eares 
Did once vouchfafe to grace, and fuch a one 
As in his tyme, and at his youthful! yeares, 
In greatnes matched with goodnes was alone, 
You may conjefture, then, in fo much grace 
Had little thought to feeke a fecond place. 

Nor comes (renowned Lady) to you now, 
Though out of fervice has fo long remained, 
As one difcarded ; but to (hew you how, 
And by whom, then fhe firft was entertained, 
And loth, un-own*d now, to and fro to wave, 
That loft a mafter, would a miftres have. 

For not to flatter (which no Mufes can, 

Or if mine could, Ihe durft not him, nor you) 

In that he was a Prince, he was a man. 

And therein his inferiour like unto ; 
And fo, [no] lefle then he in noble heart 
May be like him ; for that's a princely part. 

But (noble Lady) though Urania foung 
This ftory then to him, that could infufe 
No pride in Prince fo vertuous (though young) 
Nor could his grace fuch vice in fuch a Mufe ; 

And in your felfe of pride no danger feeing. 

I am the likelyeft to be proud, in being 

Madam, 

Your Ladyships 

Very humble fervant, 

William Basse. 
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To the high and mighty Prince, 
Henry, Prince of Wales. 

When Cynthia, fitting on her filver throne, 
Firft told my Mufe the ftory you (hall heare, 
She ftriftly charged her not to make it knownc, 
For any caufe, to any mortall eare, 
Till 'twas related (as it once should be) 
To fome rare Prince of royall progenie. 

The reafon was (it feemes) that fince herein 
Some aftions are of gods and paflions shewne, 
She thought it fit that to fome neareft kin 
To them (great Prince) it should at firft be knownc. 
Tender al^ance and a princely breft, 
To heare and judge of fuch occurrents beft. 

This Mufe (therfore) as Cynthia did her binde, 
Hath fafely kept this fecret undifclos'd 
Till now, that in your gracious forme a minde 
She findes (Sir) fo celeftially difpos'd, 

That she is full refolved, it is you 

The Delian Queene direfled her unto. 

May't pleafe you (then) to lend the Moone your light, 
Thus (hadow*d under thefe ecliptique lines, 
Your fun-like gloryes fhall not fhine leffe bright. 
But more, that Cynthia by your luftre (hines, 

And to your greatncffc purchafe more divineffe. 

By more devoteing her unto your highneffe. 
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THE FIRST CANTO, or NEW MOONE. 

ARGUMENT. 
From Heaven, ivith Earth offended. 
Two Gods {as Spies) defcended, 

1 How apt the flanderous and uncivill tongues 
Of wicked men (upon prefumption fmall) 

To rayfe foule fcandalls are, and impious wrongs 
On Ladyes honours, never ftayn'd at all, 
Is manifefted in bright Cynthias cafe, 
To her extreame (but undeferv'd) difgrace. 

2 For when Endymion once in Latmos flept, 

The Moone (fome fay) came downe & kis'd him thei'e 
Erronious Fame reports that fhe hath kept 
Him ever fince within her fpotleffe fphere : 
And of this falfliood, fo profufely blowne. 
The generall tale of Man i'tK Moone is grownc. 

3 But findeing no memoriall that intends 

A man's preferment to that pitch of grace, 
My winged Mufe unfatisfied afcends 
Her gliftring orbe; in which celeftiall place 
She findes no man (as thefe old fots us tell) 
But that a Woman in the Moone doth dwell. 

4 And how that woman there became confined 
Urania knowes, who now, defcended thence. 
Shall (as she hath therof enform'd my minde) 
Impart you her divine intelligence, 
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By patience of the Gods, that authors were, 
And her fay re fex, whereto I honour beare. 

5 Some ages fince Deucalions deluge paft. 
In peopling of the empty world agen, 
When, as the feede of fm began as faft 
To propagate anew, as feede of men, 

Aqd wretched worldlings almoft in profound 
Oblivion had the generall drowning drownd, 

6 Jove, waxing old, refolved was to fet 
His facred foote on fmfull mold no more. 

Or, at the lead, although the caufe were great. 
He in his prudence thought it fit, before 
He went himfelfe in perfon, firft to try 
What good there might be done by ambaffie. 

7 And for this aftion he felefls among 
Th'Olympique race (if I may terme them fo) 

Two handfome youthfuU Gods, and light and ftrong, 

This paynfull pilgrimage to undergoe. 

But I conceale their names : great minds, defam'd 
In their attempts, defire to pafle unnam'd. 

8 And what the tenour of their charge fhould be, 
Though my playne pen's unexercif d in ftate. 
Can hardly reach a ftile of fuch degree, 
Neare as I can I (hall it yet relate, 

As great Saturnides himfelfe it fpake, 

Whofe thundring voyce makes all the center shake. 

9 My fonnes (fayth he) you shall from hence repaire 
Downe to yon lowe and wretched vale of Man ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



Urania. 8 1 

The care wherof hath turn'd my aubron haire 
Thus gray, and made my neftard cheeke thus wan, 
And yet with little incenfe gratifyes 
Mine open hands, and reft refufeing eyes. 

10 Wherefore defcend, and firft take view of thofe 
To whom Bootes curled face is shewne ; 
Then with thofe fixed lights that him oppofe 
Survay the more remote and hardlyer knowne. 

From Nabathaean bounds to Phoebus fall, 
From the hot zone to the Septentrionall. 

11 Be as your fathers all-beholding eyes : 

See where my name is honoured, where defpis'd, 
Where peace, where war, where want, where plenty lyes, 
Where vertue rules, where vice is exercis'd ; 

Where right prevayles, where wretched wrong takes 
place, 

And let me know the whole worlds generall cafe. 

12 That I as well may furnish good mens needs 
With bleflings, as detrench th'abufed ftore 

Of thankles caytiffes, crowne true vertues deeds 
With honour, and on vice my vengeance poure. 

This fayd, his brow againft his breaft he ftrooke : 

The brazen bafes of Olympus shooke. 

13 And, thus inftru6led, at the azure knee 

Of armed Jove thefe legates tooke their leave. 
And of the whole celeftiall familie 
Congeys at heavens chriftall ports receive, 
And fo defcend the axletree betwixt 
The radiant poles, on either fide us fixt. 

M 
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14 And when their ayrie feete felt earthly clay, 
They inftantly in man-like habits dreft 

Their beautyous godheads ; and fo tooke the way 
That to their owne beift wifdomes feemed bed, 

Refolving not to leave a land unfpied, 

Empire unfeene, or ifland undefcried. 

1 5 Whatever people, civill or prophane, 

Or continent unknowne, or knowne, may lye, 
Succinfl or fpacious, mountaynous or playne. 
In all the orbes foure fold cofmographye, 
They vifit would ; and this our Britifli land, 
That by it felfe from all the world doth (land. 

16 Sometimes they walke, and fometimes they affume, 
To eafe their weary nerves, their nimble wings ; 
And fometimes, to refrefh both foote and plume, 
They voyage under pitchey tackleings 

Of fwelling fayle, fulfilling th'awfull word 
Of Jupiter, on foote, on wing, on board. 

17 Obferving ferioufly in every place 

The manners, cuftomes, and eftates of men ; 
The gods, lawes, lives, religions, they embrace. 
And facrifices that they ufed then, 

Joyes, woes, wants, wealthes, finnes, fervice, and of all 

Kept juft record and fure memoriall. 

18 But in thefe travells fuch mifchance befell 
Thefe heavenly youths, as not alone for theirs. 
But for fayre womens fakes, I greive to tell ; 
But fmce th'unhappy caufer of thefe teares 
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They in our world of Brittaine did not finde, 
Ladyes, untouched, neede not to be unkinde. 

19 For in the heate of middle-aged yeare, 
They chanc*d in Ethiopia to arrive, 

Where double flames of time and clymat there 

Perfwaded reft, in bathes of eafe revive 

Their toyled limmes, where they an objefl found 
That their delay in double fetters bound. 

20 The tale wherof, fince now it feemes to aflce 
The fpirit-full flight of an untoyled Mufe, 
End here (Urania) thy precedent talke ; 
And to beget new breath for what enfues 

(As thofe of thy celeftiall kindred doe) 
Favour a while thy tender farcells too. 



THE SECOND CANTO, OR FIRST QUARTER. 

ARGUMENT. 
One zvomans lookes fiirprife 
Both hearts of Jupins fpies 
With love : themf elves her teach 
Themfelves to over-reach, 

I Men of the world how fimply wonder wee 
At th*alterations our fmall age hath feene, 
When as the felfe-fame inftabilitie 
Of ftate and chance that is, hath ever beene ; 
Or thinke our times moft Angular for change, 
When elder worlds faw prodigies more ftrangc. 
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2 For ere A polios fonne his fathers chayre, 
To leade the light, on[e] day did undertake, 
The ^Ethiopians then were white and fayre, 
Though by the worlds combuftion fince were black, 

When wanton Phaeton overthrew the fun ; 
Which dreadfuU mifchiefe had not yet been done. 

3 When Fortune, who (it feemes) in the defignes 
Of higheft ftates and hartes will have a hand, 
Unto a houfe condu6ls thefe fayre divines, 
Where dwelt a woman fayrTt of all the land ; 

And all the world (by good report of men) 
None fayrer had then Ethiopia then. 

4 Where they within no fooner fet their feete. 
But flie as foone to entertaine them came ; 
For (he an hofteffe feem'd for guefts fo fweete, 
And they feem*d ftrangers for fo fweete a dame. 

Only her humane forme was inly frayle : 
There humane habits heavenly hearts did vayle. 

5 But to what rare and matchles image wrought 
Joves children were, it bootes not me t'infift, 
But leaving that to all, or more then thought, 
Since gods may be how beautyfuU they lift. 

Her only, at all rights, of life to paint 
More art then great Apelles had I want. 

6 But I have heard how Nature did prepare 
Three effences to make thefe women of ; 
An amorous, a fubtill, and a fayre. 

Which Fortune feeing came, & mix'd her ftuffe 



Digitized by 



Google 



Urania. 85 

All into one that (hould have ferv'd for three ; 
And of that compofition fram'd was (hee. 

7 For fhe had beauty to engroffe the eyes 
Of all admirers in her fole poffeflion, 
And all the arts of love Love can devife 

In womans heart, or head to take impreflion ; 
But fkill to teach her beauty to win many, 
And leave her love not to be won by any. 

8 A table now fhe neatly furni(h'd had, 
Like a delicious vintage of varietyes, 

Of wine and fruits, whereto her welcomes adde 
A fweetnes dareing appetite. But Dietyes, 

Being mindes more apt to contemplate then eate. 
Fed more upon her lookes then on her meate. 

9 Yet while they drinke a litle too and fro, 
Falfe Love, that in fome other image lurkes, 
Nere this new Venus bends his ivory bowe, 

And through his fruitfull freinds his purpofe workes 
So cunningly, that he conveys his darts 
From both her eyes in both her ftrangers hearts. 

10 Which fuddaine fire when in their breads they felt, 
They then to coole themfelves with kiffes fought, 
For (he had lips that pres'd would feeme to melt 
Some precious balme to cure the wounds of thought. 

Which they (by turnes) had free and undenyed ; 
But a wrong medicine vaynly is applyed. 

1 1 Perceiving lips more apt t'increafe the flame, 
By how much they doe more refemble fire, 
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They thence to cheekes, to breads and bofome came, 
That whiter feem*d more like to quench defire ; 
But after thirfty wounds of love to kis, 
Like drinking after poyfon, mortall is. 

1 2 When eyes, th'aftronomers of Love, were fet, 
And lips, his conjurers, were charm' d, embraces, 
As Loves geographers, began to mete 

Her waftes fay re architeft and other places. 
But, O ! embraces are but double walls 
To keepe the love-fick hearts in clofer thralls. 

13 And in thefe dalliances and fweete delights 
They not alone the life of this day fpend. 
But many dayes fucceeding, many nights. 
The bufines of great Jove was at an end ; 

And now they tremble to forethinke that fate 
Shall venge this fault, & now they thus debate. 

14 Tufli ! we have vifited white Europe, queene 
Of all the world, and Brittayne, lov'd of feas ; 
We have the Afiatique quarter feene. 

All Africa, and fomewhat more then thefe, 
And of our time and obfervation there 
Exaft accompt and teftimony beare. 

1 5 We only want fome bafe Americans, 

That know not Jove, and Jove cares not to know ; 
Some barbarous Getes, or falvage Indians, 
No matter whether ever feene or no. 

(And fo refts undefcover'd to this day 

The greater part of wilde America.) 
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i6 And while their owne affeflions thus they foothe 
With idle fancyes of their loves fuggefting, 
She (for her part) as craftily doth fmoothe 
Them up with powerfull arguments of refting ; 
For as her lookes made them their charge forget, 
Their loves made her her charge at nothing fet. 

17 The youths were both fo brifke and lovely fayre, 
I dare well fay that which (he fancyed moft 
She did not know : (he ever tooke fuch care, 
That not a fparke of eithers love fhe loft : 

As their affeftions equally agree 
Upon her love, ftie loves them equallie. 

18 But to her felfe fhe kept that only knowne, 
And held them ftill uncertaine which might be 
Dear'ft in her favour : when one came alone 
Twas he (he lik'd, when th'other came twas he. 

If this her right hand, that her left hand tooke, 
She bore a ftedfaft and indifferent looke. 

19 When fhe one's eyes had hidden in her lap, 
She o're his (houlder lent the other fmiles ; 
And fo the one (he catches in a trap, 

And with a bayte the other (he beguiles, 

Enfnareing him that comes within her hands. 
And angling him that furtheft off her ftands. 

20 To fuch advantage all her guifts (lie dealt. 
And on both fides her felfe fo well applyes: 
If this the foftneflfe of her hands had felt, 
The other had the glances of her eyes : 
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If th'one had in her tender bofonie flept, 
His fellow in his armes her wakeing kept. 

2 1 Her fuff* ranee was but as a pleafing way 

To fruitles ends ; refiftance more enflameing : 
Her promifes were like a flight aray 
Worne by a mafquer for an houres gameing, 
Her word a ballance was that weighed denyalls, 
That bred no greifes, with grants that dur'd no tryalls. 

22 And thus (he (to delight vaine glory) ftirres 
Moft innocent fpleenes to mutuall emulations, 
By making her divine competitours 
Fruftrate each others hopes and expeftations ; 

Enough to fet fraternall blood at ods, 
And into parties move the faftious gods. 

23 But (like wife men who rather chufe to (hew 
Their evidence then try their right at lawe) 
They in free freindfhip let each other know 
Their titles to her love ; whereby they faw 

Her double dealing, and agreed to court 
Her both together joyntly for their fport. 

24 But by this means they doe but help to catch 
Themfelves anew, in a new kinde of fnare ; 
Ones motion do's but mar anothers match ; 
Diverfitie of buyers rayfe the fayre : 

Loves privie counfell are (in all) but two, 
A third, or more, his falfe defignes undoe. 

25 Finding all humane pollicies to fayle, 

Hot love now loathes the garments of difguife, 
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And fince as men they cannot more prevayle, 

Refolveing to ingage their dietyes, 

They now to her unworthy eares declare 
(For their loves lateft refuge) what they are. 

25 Imagining that majefty would ad 

More penetrating flames unto perfwafion, 
Or hope of golden fliowers to be had, 
Or feare (at leafl:) would check diflimulation, 
As well they might, if they with love had dealt 
That hopes had lik'd, Gods fear'd, or feare had felt. 

27 But fhe that had occafion in a firing 

Of ufes bridrd, ftrait projefts what boone, 
What divine guift, or admirable thing 
She (hould demand : haveing conceited foone, 
Beauty's petition's a command to lovers, 
That begs in (hew, but in effefl recovers. 

28 Which when (he was refolv*d on (though 'twas long 
Before (he could refolve on one requeft) 

Her longing heart, fitting it to her tongue, 
She to the next encounter it addreft 

In rhetorique, that of beauty is a moft 

Invifible and fence feduceing ghoft. 

29 My Lords ((he fayth) you have a fuite in hand 
To me, unworthy to be fued by you ; 

And I (for my part) have a fmall demand 

To you too worthy Gods for me to fue ; 

Yet if for mine you pleafe t'exchange your grant, 
A(ke, and be a(k'd, give mine, and take your want. 

X 
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30 If you from clouds are come to earth belowe 
For fweet fruition of mine honour here, 
Teach me that prayV wherby you thither goe, 
And not alone poffefle me here, but there. 

What I grant you is yours, what you grant me 
You grant your felves : both boones your vantage be. 

31 Thus winged was her fpeech as was her heart, 
That in a hell of tedious longing burnes 

To fee fayre heav*n ; and fuch is womans art, 
And thrift in the difpofeing of good turncs. 
She feldom fells a momentary pleafure, 
But for a bargain of fome fpeciall treafure, 

32 This impudent requeft with many feares 

The trenibling hearts of the young gods did feize : 
T'unrip heav'ns mifterj'es to mortall eares 
Would Jove and all th'Olimpique ftate difpleafe. 
And Ihew themfelves unworthy heav'n to be, 
That could not keepe immortall fecrefie. 

33 But firft they wondred much how flie could tell 
That they in ufe had any fuch divine 

And fecret charme ; but they remembred well 

That when Apollo kept Admetus kine 

Light Mercury came by while Phoebus flept. 
And ftole a cow out of the heard he kept. 

34 The Sun (to be reveng d) when Hermes lay 
Afleepe in Herfe's lap another while, 

Came downe and ftole his hat and fpurres away : 
Who (when he rofe and underftood the guile) 
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Was forc'd to mount Olympus by a fpell, 
Wherof this quick-eard creature had heard tell. 

35 Much modeft paflion, yet retayn'd, to calme 
The billowes of untame affeftion ftrives, 
And gentle care applyes difcretions balme 
To ftanch the heate of Cupids corrofives ; 

But remedies too milde, too late devis'd, 
Where luft loves fefter'd wounds had cauteriz'd. 

36 Looke how a cittie that befeig'd about 
With hoftile powers, and hath intcftine foes 
Within her walles (to boote), long (lands not out 
Before fhe fome conditions doth propofe ; 

So in this like beleaguered ftate of theirs, 
With thefe love-thirfty Dietyes it fares. 

37 To beautyes feige and flattVyes undermineing 
(That quite fubvert the flrength of every lover) 
Their own inteftine love his treafon joyning, 
They to her greedy eare at lafl: difcover 

This facred theame. O, hot & dangerous luft, 
To traffique heav'n for earth, and heart for thirft ! 

38 O fimple Gods ! (if Gods may fo be fayd 

By men that woman fcarfe would fo have trufted) 
But when you a6l like men, men will upbraid 
Your aflions. And now fee on what you lufted : 
Now fee the fruits of all your fayre pcrfwafions, 
Your times, your labours, loves, and revelations. 

39 When fhe her lefture cordially had gayn'd, 
And had as pcrfeft meanes as will fafpire. 
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She place and opportunitye retayn'd, 
Agents of love and handmaydes of define, 
Wherto (he quickly joynes her difcipline, 
And doth to that as foone her praftice joyne. 

40 And inftantly a payre of ayre-Iike wings 
Poyzeing her downey fides, her feete forget 
Their earthly office : here and there (he flings 
To win the winde, as one imperfeft yet ; 

But quickly fkilFd, the ayrie fteedes of flcyes 
Like Joves poftillion, Mercury, flie flyes. 

41 Her fprawling heeles, inftead of wonted molde, 
Kick cedars tops ; her armes blue clouds embrace, 
While royall eagles tremble to beholde 

A greater then themfelves ufurpe their place. 
And welkin towering larkes (with no lefle feare) 
Wonder to fee a woman forcing there. 

42 Which when the doubtfull youthes look'd up and faw, 
They flood at firft as in a maze, till fliee, 

(Like fome old beaten hare) had gotten law 
Enough for once her jealous life to free; 
And ere they could their tender wings put on, 
This haggard her felfe-lefl*ning pitch was gon. 

43 They, having better flcill on wing and winde, 
Thought certainly to overtake her foone ; 
But tir'd in their purfuite, they fell behinde. 
Like trotting ftarres after the whirling moone : 

For in this charme did fuch a vertue lye, 
Thofe that could fafteft fpeake could fafteft flye. 
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44 Wherin when they had call'd into conceit 
The matchles vertue of a womans tongue, 

Like men that in a chace had borne dead weight, 
Their heads and hopeles hearts fo heavy houng 
Betwixt their wings, their wings began to flag : 
The more they fpurre the ayre, the more they lag. 

45 But (he with plumes of over-joyd defires 
Her outward fayles of pow'r fo well aflifts, 
That with redoubled fwiftnefle (he afpires 
The (lately pitch of the celeftiall lifts : 

For light and hopeful! mindes make bodyes light. 
But ponderous thoughts hang plummets upon flight. 

That (I fuppofe) they turned their courfe for fhame 
To Paphos, Latmos, or fome unknowne way : 
But we will ftill purfue the nimble dame, 
And let the fad deceived lovers ftray. 

But (Mufe) thou firft (halt reft thee while (he flies ; 

When her quills fettle, thine againe (hall rife. 



THE THIRD CANTO, OR FULL MOONE. 

ARCxUMENT. 

Great Jove a Court doth fiimmon. 
About tfiafcended woman. 
The Fates dcfire her roome : 
The Gods pronounce her doom, 

I How great and comprehendles is the minde ! 
How far, how high (for knowledge) (he prefumes ! 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 Urania. 

When flie her felfe with vertue arm'd doth finde, 
And lightly borne up with defirefuU plumes, 
One world containes her not : nor yet would fhe 
Be held in more, if more there were then be. 

2 Water her hopefull pinions not benums, 
The curiaffe of her boldnes is to[o] thick 

For aire to peirce ; and when to fire fhe comes 
Her more light flames and feathers are too quick. 
And thus this Dame (that reprefents this minde) 
Leaves all the well-rank*d elements behinde, 

3 Till by the power of her celeftiall charme, 
With no lefle fortune, having pas*d the feaven 
Next circuits of the gods, flie caufd alarme 
In th*inner guards of the fupremer heaven, 

Where Mars, great captaine both of watch and war, 
Had plac'd a centinell in every ftar. 

4 Who, through their loup-holes, when they chanc'd to view 
This fugitive with fuch a fervour mount 

To this fublimitie, in all haft drew 
Themfelves into a head ; and made account 
Strait to difcharge againft this earthly wonder 
Their harquebufhes charged with dreadfull thunder. 

5 But fome (whofe better wifdomes fway'd the reft) 
Perfwaded them their vollyes to with-hold, 
Untill amongft themfelves they firft had gues'd 
What creature it might be that was fo bold ; 

For throughout all the guard there was not one 
That ever had a woman feenc or knovvne. 
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6 They faw that (he was none of Titans race, 
Who, by pretence of eldership, layd clayme 
And title to expulfed Saturnes place ; 

For they long fince by Jove were overcame ; 
Nor of thofe earth-borne gyants that rebell'd 
Againft the Gods ; the Gods had them repell'd. 

7 She was no meteor*d shape, nor airy fprite, 
Begot by th'agitation of the fpheres ; 

Nor comet (though both caudate and crinite), 
For all thofe things fled from her in fuch feares 
As did the monfters from Silenus arte. 
That ftellified for that good fervice was. 

8 No fcmi-diety, nor feed of Pan, 

Nayad nor Nymph (for Jove had them confin'd 
Unto terreftriall manfion) ; no man, 
They by her face, her flight, and fashion finde ; 
No ghoft, nor fiend, no goblin good or evill. 
Nor bird, nor beaft, nor goddeffe, god nor devill. 

9 And as they defcant thus, all while she ftrives 
Their warlike walls and buUworkes to afcend : 
They are no wifer when she there arrives, 
But ftill her eflence, ftate, and caufe, fufpend ; 

And though their martiall laws were fo fevere, 
No unknowne feede of earth might enter there ; 

10 Yet fince they found her arme-les, armes pretending 
No outward treafon to the ftate at all, 
(Her ftrangenes much, but beauty more befreinding) 
They brought her fafe into th*01ympian hall ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 Urania, 

For she fuch countenance had, as might procure 
Favour at hells, much more at heavens, dore. 

1 1 This noveltie to all th'aflfembly feene. 

They from their feverall thrones in murmur rife : 
Some ftand amaz'd ; fome that on earth had been 
A woman ! cryed : a woman (kard the (kies ! 
Sterne Jupiter most highly was difpleas'd, 
Although her lookes fome others much appeas'd. 

1 2 Some of the Court are angry, fome are glad, 
The elder frowne, the younger flock about her ; 
But (of all other) Juno was home-mad, 

She of great Jove did fo extreamely doubt her ; 
And Venus waxed leane with ftrong fufpeft 
That Mars would favour this, and her negleft. 

13 Cupid as bufy as his nature was, 

-. That young- deceipt, old-youth, who (if he lifted) 
Could all have told ; but not a word did pas 
His lips, wherein his prejudice confifted ; 

For well he hop'd to finde in her fayre lookes 
Sweete baytes enough to furnish all his hookes. 

14 What with the love of fome, the feare of fome, 
Other's partialitie, other's jealoufie, 

A great confufion was in heav'n become. 
And like to be a greater mutinie. 

If out of hand was not determin'd on 

What with this new-come ftranger should be done. 

15 For fcarfe the funne had numbered up the day 
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Of her afcention to the waxing yeare, 

But fhe her wanton parts began to play 

In fuch perfeftion of allurement there, 
As if the world had plotted fome device, 
The flower of all the gods from heav'n t'entice. 

16 But the grave Reftour of Olympus hath 
Summoned therfore a prefent Parliament, 
And all the gods along the laftean path 
Unto the pallace of the Thunderer went 

From forth their fayre and ivory cloifters, built 
On that fayre ftreet were Juno's milke was fpilt 

17 The Court all plac'd upon their marble feats 
Below the awfuU fire's fupremeft throne, 
His ivory fcepter twice or thrice he beats 
About thofe curled treffes of his owne, 

Whofe fearfull motions doe difplace and ftir 
Heav'ns hinges, and earths firme diameter. 

18 And thus he fpeakes. **This wretched woman here, 
I know [not] by what unhappy accident, 

Wherof (by all infernall gulphes I fweare) 
I would be veng d with dreadfull difcontent, 
But that I fee the native innocence 
Of heav*n it felfe even ftayn'd with this offence. 

19 "For I prefage that thofe ungracious boyes, 
I fent abroad, too humanly affefled 

In female formes, have fpent the tyme in toyes, 
And my commands fo curfedly neglefted 





Digitized by 



Google 



98 Urania. 

That (he this vantage wins of their unjuft 
Carriage, and careleffe weakenes of their luft. 

20. "And I confefle that this audacious dame, 
This Japets daughter (as I well may call her), 
That comes like him that came to fteale our flame, 
Deferves no meaner vengeance to befall her 
Then hundred-handed Giges, whom I flew, 
Or he that out of heav'n by th'heeles I threw. 

21 " But, brothers, that in counfell fit with me. 
We but unjuft in our owne juftice were. 

If we fhould plague the poore mortalitie 
For that wherof our felves are not all cleere : 
Before our fubje6ls we with rigour urge. 
It bootes that we our owne example purge. 

22 "Therfore, wherefoeVe we venture to beftow 
This dangerous companion, now fhee's here 
She muft in no wife be fent back below, 

Left her loofe tongue (that nothing holds) blab there, 
Amongft unworthy mortalls, myfteries 
Peculiar to immortall eares and eyes." 

23 This fpeech the fpeech of all the reft deprives, 
Untill the crooked Fates, who in a hole 
Sate windeing up the bottoms of frayle lives, 
And only durft the words of Jove controule, 

'1 his contradiftion, from their anxious cell, 
With open mouth and earneft fury yell. 
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24 " Downe with the woman ! downe with her againe 
To fmfull earth, as lowe as fhe was borne! 

Unles thou art difpos'd (great Soveraigne) 
To make thy glorious realme to men a fcorne 
By cverlafting jarres and breach of lawes, 
Which her proud fpirit eternally will caufe. 

25 " If thou wilt needs doe her bafe world that grace 
As to detayne her here, then fend us thither ; 
For thou (halt finde that (late in curfed cafe 
Where Fates and women domineer together. 

Where we are (Jove) there needs no fuch as fhe : 
Where (he is needs no other deftinie. 

26 This oppofition, twixt th'incenfed Fates 
And iEgis-arm'd Saturnides, divides 
The fage opinions of the ftarry ftates 
Into fo potent faftion on both fides, 

They neither judge her to exile nor death, 
Nor fit for heav'n, nor (from heav'n) fit for earth. 

27 Till the Cyllenian wing'd and wicked god. 
Betwixt thofe two extreames bethinking foone 
Some middle place, propounded her abode 
Within th'enclofure of the glorious Moone ; 

And all applauding what he did propofe, 
The fefiion broke, and the whole fenat rofe. 
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THE FOURTH CANTO, OR LAST QUARTER. 

ARGUMENT, 
Woman the Moone afcended; 
Wherewith the Moone offended^ 
All wotneti {for her fake) 
To her dothfervile make, 

1 The Moones bright throne by Mulciber was built 
Of fliining filver, out of Lemnos brought : 
Wheron Apollos glorious face was guilt, 

And Neptunes realme in his owne colours wrought ; 
Within fet round with feats and lights, eng^av'd 
In chriftall, and with flcy-like marble pav'd. 

2 On axe-trees rays'd refembling that of heaven, 
Upon foure wheeles, whofe fpokes of argent hue 
Betwixt round naves of mother-pearle were driven, 
And ivory circles fhod with faphirs blue, 

Drawne by two nimble fteeds, the one milke white. 
The other black, in ftarry harneis dight. 

3 The minion Day was newly dole to bed 
In Cimeris, with Somnus, god of fleepe, 
Whofe mother, Night, the fable curtaines fpread, 
And fet officious ftarres the watch to keepe, 

When all the gods went forth, but he alone 
That unto Thetis lap was newly gone. 

4 Till in the zodiaque they the watchfull Moone, 
Gearing her owne fleet horfes, over-caught ; 
When the bright Queene of Night, perceiving foone 
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By their difcourfe the inmate they had brought, 
Changing her lookes, and carting downe the yoke, 
Stood ftill, untill the mighty fire thus fpoke. 

5 " Lucina, pale not on thy greateft freinds, 
That dearely tender thee. Thou liv*ft alone, 
And round about the worlds far dirtant ends 
Doft helpleffe manage this thy whirling throne ; 

Which feemes to me (how ere it thee doth pleafe) 
Life without comfort, labour without eafe. 

6 " Therfore (my girle) thou now (halt have a mate, 
And one that beft may fit thy chartitie : 

Since thou the company of man doft hate, 
This woman here (hall beare thee companye ; 

To find thee talke, to help thofe raignes to carry, 

And folace thee that art too foHtary." 

7 " King of the Gods (anfwers the Delian Queene) 
I live, I ride, I rule thefe raynes alone, 

Which not my greife, but happynes hath beene, 
As my content-full filence well hath fhewne. 
Let this aflfembly fpeake, when ere did I 
AflTirtance crave, or wilh for companie ? 

8 " But I perceive that, under this pretence 
Of fatherly and freindly councell giving. 
You pleafe t'obtrude an inconvenience 
Upon me, worfe then folitary living. 

You can (alas !) not punifli private woman 
So harflily, as to yoke her with a common. 

9 " And though by 3'ou it cannot be denyed, 
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But that I am of chaftitie the queene, 
Yet fome lewd tongues mine honor have belyed, 
As if a man had once been with me feene : 
That a falfe flaunder, this vexation true, 
(Me thinks) th'unhappyer fortune of the two. 

ID "Which had I feard, I peradventure might, 
Like other ladyes, lov*d and been a wife, 
And by preventing this, preferv'd my right 
Of freedome, though with loffe of mayden life. 

Sore is the wrong that makes an honed heart 

Almoft repent the goodneffe of defert 

II** And as for thee (good woman) thou mayft gueffe 

It glorious fortune here to live with me ; 

But thou will finde no leffe unhappyneffe 

In mine, then I in thy focietie. 

Woman to woman yeilds contentment fniall, 
And paynted prifons doe not leffen thrall. 

12 '* But fince it is your will (Sir), which my breaft 
Has neither will nor power to difobey, 
Advance your woman where (I hope) her reft 
Will make her fhortly wifli her felfe away." 

This fayd, her eyes her pale cheekes drownd, and fent 
Downe to the earth a fhower of difcontent. 

13 But with fuch majefty fhe towVds her turn'd 
Her ftately bodyes whole celeftiall frame, 
In all the choyfeft wealth of heaven adorn'd, 
As to the heart of the moft ventrous dame 
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Strooke feare; and forc*d her, in a mafqueing guife 
Of tiffanie, to fheild her dazled eyes. 

14 And taking this advantage of her eyes, 

Blurd in her teares and frovvnes (that to approach 
Her moft majeftick prefence otherwife 
Never had had the hope) her bright caroach 
This proud audacious fojourner afcends. 
And heaven in triumph her fayre riddance ends. 

1 5 But poore pale Cynthia fo enraged grew, 
She whips her fteeds and takes up a cariere, 
That in fome eight and twenty dayes fhe flew 
A compafle, that almoft in thirtye yeare 

Old Tynie-like Saturne, that doth feeme to mowe 
All hindrance downe before him, could not goe. 

16 Eleaven yeares circuit, and eleaven moneths more, 
She beate great Jove in his own twelve yeares race ; 
And lufty Mars could hardly gallop ore 

Her three tymes ten dayes courfe in two yeares fpace. 
Wing'd Mercury, light Venus, and the Sun, 
In twelve moneths chace fhe full eleven out-run. 

17 Her chariot thus outftripping all their thrones. 
Some more, fome lefle (as fpeed they differ in), 
Rattles her tedious gueft, to make her bones 
And well knit joynts to totter in her flcin, 

To turne her maw, or (hake th'ambitious dame 
Downe from her feate to earth, from whence fhe came. 

18 But fhe, no whit difmay*d, nor mov'd at all, 
Sits in the chriftall windowes of the Moone, 
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Now in this wire, that tire, this quoife, that call, 
DrefTing her dainty browes from morne to noone, 
From noone to night, devifmg for next morning 
New fhapes, and next day that dayes habit fcorning. 

19 Though flie the gemms and bracelets of the Queene 
On and off puts, as her affeflions varye, 

As if the Moones fayre houfe a (hop had been 
Of goldfmiths workes, or Jewells mercenarye, 
To Natures better grace Arts ayde inventing. 
And to her felfe vayne joyes and fportes prefenting. 

20 Whereat the horne-mad Moone with rage fometimes 
Doth fwell her felfe as big as halfe the earth, 

And by and by with extreame forrow pines 
Her felfe more leane and fmaller then her birth : 
And in this ftrange diftraftion, now and then. 
Her happy face hides from unhappy men ; 

21 That blinde Theffalians often thought (he was 
By fome enchantment ftoUen from her fphere, 
And frighted Romans ring (hrill pans of braffe, 
And trumpets found to her abfented eare ; 

And ceremonious Greekes with tapers light 
Succour her beames, almoft extinguished quite. 

22 And then, looke how the vile unworthy foes 
Of good defert (in th'abfence of her face) 
Their bafe infinuations interpofe, 

So groffe and payfant, Earth fteps in her place, 
And intercepts the favours of her freind, 
Her brothers beames, that should her glory lend. 
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23 Then (dragon-like) all fmierd in bloud she fights 
Fierce combats for ecclipfed majeftie, 

And from her bovve difperfcs vengefull flights 
Of warres, of dearthes, and deaths prefagacie ; 
And therewith not content, her wrath to fwage, 
She (in her ayd) moves curled Tritons rage. 

24 That he fometymes in his unanchour*d jawes 
Earthes ample borders inundates, and drownes 
Her foUid ramparts ; and fometimes withdrawes 

His neighbouring releiffes from her famifh'd bounds ; 
And often o're his full-rig d veflels cafts 
Cloud-threat'ning, and flowes above the mafts. 

25 Sometymes with other inftruments of fate 
She joynes her fharpe and difcontent afpefls, 
In Natures cradle to infatuate 

Mens manners, fences, powers, and intellefts : 
She praflices her force on ftreames, on fprings, 
Beafts, trees, plants, fruit, and all terreftriall things. 

26 But above all her great and ftrange effefts, 
She hath this woman ftill in fuch offence, 
That (for her fake) fhe generally fubjefts 
All women to her powerfull influence ; 

And with what humours ihe doth her perplex, 
She ftill the fame infli6ls uppon her fex. 

27 With fancyes, frenzies, lunacyes, with ftrange 
Feares, faftiions, faflions, furyes, and affeftions, 
With fondnes, fayntnes, fugacy and change 

Of mindes,moodes, habits, houfes, freinds, compleftions 

P 
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In breife, Ihe raignes o're women as a queene ; 
In her their ftate, in them her power is feene. 

28 But yet fhe many gracious vertues hath 
Which (whether flie therwith be pleased or no) 
Amongft thofe imperfeflions of her wrath 
On woman-kind from her fweet nature flowe ; 

As patience, fiience, modeftie, fobrietie, 
Chaftitie, beauty, bounty, pittie, pietie. 

29 Which graces, fince they moft refplendent be 

In thofe fayre dames thefc amorous feas contayne, 
Let thofe whofe blameles hearts the Moone doth free 
Of her diftafte, free me of their difdayne, 

And favour this my fong, that honours them, 
And none condemnes but thofe that it condemn. 

30 And not, like planets of the worfl difpofe, 
Caufe Cynthias browes unwillingly reflefl 

Their frownes uppon themfelves ; but fhine like thofe 
That by their happyer and more kinde afpeft 
Purchafe all honour from her eyes, who ftill 
With good good countenance holds, and ill with ill. 

31 If melancholy Saturne on her face 

Caft fcowleing lookes, fhe fcowles on him againe ; 
Or cholerick Mars with vifage of difgrace 
Affronts her, flie returnes him like difdaine : 
When Mercury a good indifferent eye 
Vouchfafes her, fhe vouchfafes it Mercury. 

32 If puiffant Phcebus danger her in fight, 

She hazards him : if he looke freindly on her 



Digitized by 



Google 



Urania. 107 

Her angers pad : when Jove his pleafant light 
Tenders her beames, (he renders his like honour : 
When fay re Cyprina fmiles on bright Lucina, 
Well-pleas*d Lucina ftrives to outfmile Cyprina. 

33 For as it do's not (land with her nobilitie 
Bafely to flatter thofe that doe defpife her, 
So is (he apt, in her heroick civilitie, 

To honour thofe who freindly favourize her : 
Wherein Urania (of all the Mufes) 
Her beft belov'd her beft example ufes. 

34 Let not your brightnes, and more bright renownes, 
Be then (fayre dames) with Moone or Mufe offended ; 
Nor looke with martiall or faturnian frownes 
Where no diflionor is to you intended ; 

For fuch afpe6ls would your owne beautyes wrong, 
And bode ill fortune to this harmles fong:. 



»&• 



35 But joyne your fmiles with Jove or Mercurie, 
Or shine as Sol or Cytherea shines : 
You then fortuniate this Mufe and me, 
Prefaging endles honour to thefe lines ; 
And with your beft afpefls the Moone to view, 
Declare her beft effefls to be in you. 
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THIS STORY MORALLIZED. 



A freind that heard, and not beleev'd this ftory, 
(As he might chufe) demands fome Allegory : 
Fiftions that yeild no morall are (fayd he) 
Meere fables ; thofe that doe are Poefie. 
I fayd I could not tell : I had it told ; 
As from Urania I it heard of old, 
Who is moft like thereof account to make, 
And being thereto intreated, thus (he fpake. 

Vice mafqu'd in vertuous (hew yeilds morall none, 
But vertue mafqu'd in vanitie yeilds one. 
You may perceive this womans way t'entice, 
Though wanton feem'd, was without afluall vice ; 
Which shews she did all her allurements ufe 
Her minde to pleafe,.not body to abufe : 
A nd there fhe rightly reprefents her kinde 
In a terreftriall frame fo unconfind, 
That no adventure dreads her felfe to rayfe 
Unto celeftiall knowledge ; and thats prayfe. 
But when (by freinds) she compas'd hath her ends. 
As she outftrips, fo she neglefls, her freinds, 
And that's ingratitude ; which was her ftayne. 
What aftion's without blemish that's humane ? 
A light behaviour may (fometimes) be found, 
As in darke frownes lightnes is fometimes found. 
The youthfull dietyes fhew, howe farre above 
All other pafTions and refpefts is love ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



Urania, 



io9 



And in their negligence of heavenly dutye, 
The ftrong enchantments of an earthly beautye, 
That fuch inducements hath, as into folly 
Has power (almoft) t'infatuate the holy : 
And he that fhun fo ftrong enchantments can 
Seemes to have fomething in him more then man. 

The Senate of the Gods declares how hard 
It is for age to mend what youth hath mar'd : 
Yet when of no help humane fancye dreames, 
How heavenly wifdome moderates extreames. 

To be unknowne in heaven only teaches 
The rarenes of the minde that thither reaches ; 
And murmuring Fates are thofe ignoble fpirits 
That envy thofe who rife by vent'rous merits. 

The gliftring chariot of the Moone to climbe 
Was more her doome, then her ambitious crime ; 
Yet with her miftris thefe may fhare fome woe, 
In feeking more to know then Ihe would (hew. 

Her too much boldnes there, to fatisfie 
(If that could be) her curiofitie. 
Belowe the Moone all bodyes fullnes finde 
All in and under her fill not one minde ; 
Although fhe were (as fome great wits fuppofe) 
Another world : but I am none of thofe. 

Cynthia fets forth a Lady of fuch ftrayne 
As is more vcrtuous then the other vayne ; 
Not only chart, but of a difpofition 
So noble as exempt from all fufpition : 
Some talke of her Endimion ; more deny 
That lewd report : and one of thofe am I. 

Her changes, her eclipfes, her afpefts, 
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In frowning manner reprefent th'effefts 
Of her owne troubled patience ; wherein fhe 
The only fufferer is, the warned wee : 
Where from her influence fucceeds fome ill 
To any, tis their faults, and not her will. 
And where 'tis fayd fhe favours doth beflow, 
Tis their good natures helps to make it fo : 
For as the bee and fpider from one flower 
Honey and poyfon fayd are to devoure, 
Her guifts all prove according to the frame 
Of thofe capacities receive the fame : 
She being ill with ill, and good with good. 
No harme can doe, and would not if fhe cou'd. 

Herewith my freind was pleas'd, and did excufe, 
As you (I hope) doe, my well meaning Mufe ; 
Who doth (though she of amorous dietyes fings 
And fayned gods) acknowledge no fuch things ; 
But only ufe their names, to shew the mayne 
Diflance betweene the vertuous and the vaj'ne. 
Weake eyes that cannot (like the eagle) brooke 
The brightnes of the fun, through lawne mufl looke. 
As Indian gold in Chriflian ufe we fpend, 
So we vayne fiftions ufe to vertuous end ; 
And being not able heavenly workes t'expreffe 
In their owne greatnes, ftrives in what is lefTe : 
Through shadowes dim moft shines a reall worth, 
As a darke foyle befl fets a diamond forth. 

Tim END OF 7 HE MORALL, 
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THE METAMORPHOSIS 

of the 

Wallnut-tree of Boreftall. 

In an Eglogue and 3 Cantos^ betweene 
y a/per & Jefferye. 



Jafper, a Swayne upon the Cotfwold hill, 
And Jeffrey, Shepheard on the banks of Thame, 
Together met (as fometimes shepheards will). 
Jafper, who of a tale had heard the fame 
That Jefferye told, defir'd to hear the fame : 
Which gentle Jefferye, eafily entreated, 
(At the defire of Jafper) thus repeated. 

Canto i. 

1 Who has not heard how, many ages fince, 
The famous Nigel flew the favage boare 

That did the countrey fpoyle, and by his Prince 

Full worthly rewarded was therefore 

With lands and woods and forreft walkes good ftore. 
Wherein he built, upon the monftcrs ftall, 
A manfion fayre, which by that name we call } 

2 Of all the trees that yeilded foode or fruite 
The horrid hog did kill, fupplant, or gnaw, 
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One only Wall-nut, then a flender shute, 
The fortune had to fcape his cruell jaw : 
Which when the good and valorous champion faw, 
Within his caftle wall, in careful! fort, 
He fenc'd it round, in midft of all his court. 

3 A Raven much about that age (as me 

My Mufe informes) who oft had broke his faft 
In the greene lofts of this improved tree, 
Coming of late, in hope of like repaft, 
Finding his Lord had now expir'd his laft, 

From his deepe throate he fetched a figh fo lowd, 
As wak*d an eccho in th*ore-whelming cloud. 

4 Towards the neighbouring woods in haft he flyes, 
Where findeing firft the frith (or fuch a name), 
He to the trees reports with weeping eyes 

Of their old fjreinds deceafe the dolefuU fame, 
And that no courfe was taken (was a shame) 
To doe him his laft rites, who was a tree 
Of fo great fruits, and fuch antiquitie. 

5 They, flourishing in greene and youthfull pride, 
Relish no newes that fate or death might fend; 
And doubting (as may feeme) he poorely dyed, 
Who in his life fo liberally did fpend 

His ftate, that litle left was for his end, 
Excus'd themfelves, as being a generation 
That to his bloud or ftock had no relation. 

6 But yet advis'd the Raven to repaire 

To all the nut-trees which (they thought) he knew, 
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Who, being of his kindred, would take care 
For his laft rites to his deferved due : 
Which councell he doth inftantly purfue ; 

And in thofe woods he firft and quickly findes 
The Hazle, whom he of this bufines mindes. 

7 This was an honed tree, but weake and poore, 
With charge of children great that by him ftooke, 
Yet one that had in liberal deeds done more 
Then fome of them that bore a higher looke ; 
Yet at few wordes he gently undertooke 

In this fo freindly office to be one. 

So more would joyne : he was too meane alone. 

8 I have not (fayes the Raven) eaten all 
My meate or maft in this my native land, 
But where I faw the Jordan almonds fall 
As thick upon their famous rivers fand. 

As yours doe here to Autumnes Ihakeing hand \ 
And where the odorous nutmegs cheaper may 
Be bought by the peck, then by the pound we pay. 

9 But being now three hundred yeares of age, 
(A time enough, if ever, to be wife) 

I dare not my decaying wings engage 
So farre abrode to feeke out your allycs : 
To thofe that this fayre ifland doth comprife, 
Herein to joyne with you I fhall not fayle 
My bell perfwafion, if that may prevayle. 



10 This fayd, the fable herauld tooke his leave, 
And pondVing well th'affayre he went about 
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In his old brayne, he fagely did conceive, 
He muft not only finde the nut-trees out, 
But at fuch houfes, where he made no doubt 
The Lords and Ladyes were great freinds unto 
The Ladye at whofe houfe the Wall-nut grew. 

1 1 And thus conceited, the firft flight he flew 
Was to the great and auncient houfe of Thame, 
Where flood another Wall-nut tree, he knew, 
Of a fayre growth, and of a fruitful! fame : 

To whom, full fadly, he reports the fame 
That to the Hazle he had done before, 
And doth his help and prefence both implore. 

1 2 Whereat the gentle tree let fall a dew 

Of yellow teares from his indulgent eyes ; 
But up his ftayres the meflenger did fhew, 
Where he fhould finde a welcome to fuffice 
His appetite : the whiles he would advife 
Some courfe to take, for to excufe this taflce, 
Which did no fmall confideration aflce. 

1 3 And when he had in his found head revolv'd 
The nature of the caufe (and th'other fed) 
He told him thus : My freind, I am refolv'd. 
Although from hence I have not travelled 
Thefe fifty yeares, yet, for his fake that's dead, 

And more his ladyes, when you next fhall call, 
To wait uppon my coufins funerall. 

14 From hence to Ditton was his fecond flight ; 
Where, he remembred, he did oft behold 
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A grove of Filberd trees (a plefant fight), 
To whom his meffage folemnly he told ; 
And they, as curteous, grant him what he would, 
And did the ableft of them all eleft 
Ready to goe, when he fliould fo direft, 

1 5 On his fad wings, with fweet encouragement 

Thus ftrongly ymp'd, the mourning Port now bound 

Is for the wildes of Suffex or of Kent, 

(I know not which) and there upon the ground 

Of noble Delawar, or Wootton, found 
A Chefnut tree ; to whom (as to the reft) 
He tells the newes, and makes the fame requeft. 

16 The kinde Caftanean thus did anfwer make : — 

I much condole (good freind) the newes to heare, 
And for mine old deceafed kindreds fake. 
And more his ladyes, I would fayne be there ; 
But being now above fourefcore, I feare 

My corps, two fadoms round, and lazie roote, 
Will never hold to walke fo far afoote. 

17 (For horfe) a camell will not carry me. 
And had I one that could, I could not ride ; 
And in a waggon, if your high wayes be 
Like thofe of ours, I never (hall abide. 

Sir (fayes the Raven) take the Gravefend tide, 
Where you (hall finde a barge to bring up you 
To London firft, and thence to Windfor too. 

18 For I at Ditton (which to that is neare) 
The Filberd tree already have befpake, 
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And he (more young) Ihall wait upon you there, 

(His love affures me fo to undertake) 

And thence to Thame the next dayes journey make 
To call the Wallnut; whom you Ihall arrive 
At fifteene miles, and then to Boreftall five. 

19 But (fayes the Cheftnut) when muft be the day 
Whereon we Ihould this laft good office doe ? 
That (fayes the Raven) you muft name, fay they 
Out of their fayre and kinde refpe6ls to you, 
That have the longeft journey thereunto ; 

They far more neare, their time on yours attends. 
Truft me (fayd he), 'tis fayd like noble freinds. 

20 This day (fayd he) is Tuesday (Mars his day), 
By whofe great helpe, or greater power, I (hall 
On Monday next, at Windfor (as you fay) 
The Filberd meete, that he and I may call 
The Wallnut tree at Thame ; and thence be all 

At Boreftall upon Wednefday by night. 
On Thurfday to attend the funerall right. 

21 This fayd, to bid the meffenger farewell 
With rare refpe6l, he (hooke him by the hand 
With fuch a force, as from his (holders fell 

A bayte of nuts, that cover'd all the land 
That did within his large circumference ftand : 
And fome the Raven tooke, and might as many 
As laden would his horfe, had he had any. 

22 And fo the black induftrious Poft, retourning 
Firft to the Filberd, in his place declares 
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The Cheftnuts refolution for this mourning, 

And for the promised meeting him prepares : 

Then to the Wallnut feconds thefe affayres, 

And laftly to the Hazle makes relation 

Of all, to keepe awake his expeflation. 

23 Thus feare I (Jafper) I have been too long, 
Yet hitherto my fervice but prepared. 

Jafper, 
That is, indeed, thy common fault of fong ; 
But yet goe on (good Jefferye) : better heard 
Were (lory none at all, then halfe declared. 
And of the two it is the leffe offence 
To weary, then deceive the hearing fence. 



Canto 2. 



Jefferey. 
A Mufe (like this) of great and good defires. 
Though little power (and pittie 'twas no more) 
To whom Calliope had lent fome wires, 
Wherof her owne fon's wondrous harpe had ftore, 
Whofe bower was to the Wallnut tree next dore, 
Which gave to her occafion every day 
By him to paffe, and him now thus to fay. 

2 As long (rare Nymph) as you and I have dwelt 
So neere this auncient noble houfe of Thame, 
My old unhappy care hath never felt 
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Your wondrous notes, but only in their fame. 

Whereat the gentle Pegafean dame 

Her harpe into her fofte embraces tooke, 
And clangour fweete on filver finewes ftrooke. 

3 And now, as when a lowering Candlemas 
Bodes future fmiling winter for that yeare, 
Th'unmanag'd horfe curvets on his owne graffe, 
Th'amazed oxen, the quick-fenced deare, 

And ftareing weathers frifcall here and there, 

And (hepheards (but for joy) might (land amaz'd 
To fee their cattle dancing where they graz'd. 

4 The Wallnut tree, fo ravifh'd with the charmes 
Proceeding from thefe myftique ayres of hers, 
That dive his darke foundations, fpreads his armes, 
His curled corpes, and crifped (boulders ftirs. 
And teares his ruffet bootes and crooked fpurres 

Out of the dungeon of their earthly layre 
Into the lightfome freedome of the ayre. 

5 Which done, he flood and told his neighbours all 
The ftory of the bufines now in hand. 

His coufins death, his wanted funerall, 
The Ravens newes, and travels o're the land 
To Dltton Parke and Suffex farre beyond. 
The day appointed ; and defir'd therein 
The further helpe, which Ihe did thus begin. 

6 The Lady that as promptly underftood. 

As he could tell, the courfe of all thefe things, 
(Being apt for vertuous ends and aftions good) 
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To her white (houlders fix'd her azure wings, 
And tooke her flight, and with her powerful! firings 
That this had done ; with thofe did fo prevayle 
The meeting did not the day pointed fayle. 

7 Th*expe6led freinds arrived, no wefterne winde 
Did ever bow the courteous Wallnut tree 

So lowe, as with his owne embraces kinde 
He now falutes his nephewes to the knee 
And on his bed, and entertaynment free 
Of his provifion, well refrelh'd this night 
Their wearied limbes and fharpen'd appetite. 

8 Then through the towne that (lands on flowing Thame, 
And o're his bridge, they did that morning goe, 

The Wallnut leading way (who knew the fame) 
So early that but few could fee or know 
More then the Mufe ; who would not leave them fo. 
But with them went out of the fryth to call 
The Hazle laft, and then to Boreftall all. 

9 The Camell once from Ethiopia brought, 
And Dromedarycs of th'Arabian fands, 

The fight wherof we have for money bought, 
Were not fo ftrange as thefe, that our owne lands 
Affbarded have thus (gratis) to our hands ; 
Wherof fome few beholders fcarfly well 
Whether their eyes did dreame or wake could tell. 

10 But now it did a fecond forrow ad 

In caufe fo great to finde themfelves fo few : 
The more companions in a fortune fad. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 20 The Metamorphojis of the 

The eafelier beare the burthen of the woe. 

They of the Raven then defir'd to know, 
If he (in all his travells) knew no more 
Nut-trees throughout this iland but them foure ? 

1 1 Wherto he made this anfwer : — I know none 
More then your felves, unles I (hould have fpoke 
Unto the Beech in Chilterne to be one, 

Or to this meeting mov'd the (lately Oake ; 
And how much cloth makes each of them a cloke 

Judge you (if you in mourning meane to be). 

I cannot tell : my blacks were given me. 

12 Hereat amongft them firft grew fome difpute, 
Whether the Beech with nut-trees might be plac'd ; 
And though fome fayd he bore a nut-like fruite, 
Mod voyces held 'twas but a kinde of maft : 

So it was none, they all conclude at laft 
But then there did a fecond queftion grow, 
Whether the Oake a nut-tree were or no } 

1 3 The Raven, with the Oake-tree far in love, 
For old acquaintance, and much kindneffe fake, 
The Oake a nut-tree undertakes to prove ; 
Elfe falfe (fayd he) they did the riddle make. 

They afk*d him what was that } which thus he fpake : 
Wliat tree is that t/iat in the forrejl growes^ 
And is houfe^ land^ meate, med'cine, drinke^ & clothes? 

14 Twas anfwerd, Tis the Oake : and that begot 
Thefe queftions more, if that were true or not ? 
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How is he houfe ? Becaufe the Ravens dwelling, 
And for all buildings tymber mod excelling. 

How is he land ? Becaufe his Ihade preferves 
From fcorching heate the foyle that naked fterves. 

How is he meate ? Becaufe, for want of bread 
In dolefuU dearth, fome on his fruites have fed. 

How is he drink } Becaufe the freindly winde 
Shakes his fweete dewes downe to the thirfty hinde. 

How is he med'cine ? Caufe the fickly body 
His dyet-drinke makes with his Polipody. 

How is he clothes } Caufe beft of them for weather 
With oaken barke are made, and that's the leather. 

1 5 The gentle trees, approving thefe good parts, 
Confefs*d they all the Oake a nut-tree thought ; 
And told the Raven, they with all their hearts 
Defir'd his prefence, if he might be brought. 
He anfwer'd, That might poflibly be wrought 

With Mufes helpe ; wherto (he foone confents : 
All motions good are Mufes elements. 

1 6 Soe leaving them one night more to renew 
Their fpirits fpent in travell and in woe, 
The Mufe and Raven both together flew 
Abroade to feeke the fayreft Oake they know ; 
And findeing him that doth at Ricot grow, 

They made a (land, while thus the Raven fpoke : 
To you we are addrefs'd (renowned Oake). 

17 The Wallnut-tree of Boreftall, dead of late. 
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His freinds are all affembled there but you, 
His lateft rites, in fome fayre forme of ftate, 
According to his fayre deferts, to doe, 
And fent us to invite us [you] thereunto. 

If your great age may joyne in fuch remove, 
With your well knowne refpeft and noble love. 

1 8 Sad as thy habit, Raven (fayes the tree) 
Is thy report, yet fweete is thy requeft, 
Though fomthing ftrange and difficult to me, 
That for fo noble freinds would doe my beft, 
And for thee too ; who art the ancient creft 

To th*enfignes of this noble houfe : whereby 
Thou fummon*ft me with double herauldry. 

19 But by what magique I, that here have ftood 

Four hunderd yeares (thou knowTt how truly fpoke). 
Can now remove, thinkTt thou ? Or if I cou'd, 
Where canft thou eafely finde fo many yoke 
Of oxen as from hence can draw an Oake, 
Whofe fpreading talons comprehend this hill, 
And body would fixe gyants girdles fill ? 

20 Wherefore (my old contemporift and freind) 
Firft climbe my ftoryes to thy wonted feaft, 
And then upon thofe noble freinds attend, 
Full laden with my fervice ; in thy beft 
And fageft language there to be exprefs'd 

In his behalfe whofe heart here fhares the woe, 
And twice a mourner that he cannot goe. 

21 Of his brave compaffe, and his like defires 
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My Mufe advantage takes, and downe fhe fits : 
Her yellow harpe, fet with Orphean wires, 
With ribbands to her ivory bofome knits. 
And from her Thefpian fingers ends fome fits 
Of fuch enchanting melody (he ftrooke, 
As from his locks a hayle of acornes (hooke. 

22 And now, like as when ^Eolus unlocks 
The Thracian caves, and into every place 
Let[s] loofe his roreing fonnes, the cedar rocks, 
And loftie pines the lowly (hrubs embrace. 

So now he rowzes (but in differing cafe) 

His curled trunke, brode armes, and fpacious feete, 
Not mov'd with windes, but mufiques power more 
fweete. 

23 Which, joyn'd with his affeftion, did fu pleafe 
His follid heart and vegetative bloud, 

He ravish'd was that on fuch fuddaine eafe 
He on the breft of his foundation ftood. 
Fayre meanes beft move a difpofition good ; 

And mufique, joyn'd with love, performes a decde 
That feem'd a hundred pioners to neede. 

24 By his inviters condufl, and their ayd, 
He lifts his refty heeles, and forward fet 

Tow'rds the brode mouth of roreing Thame, affrayd 
When as the trembling bridge of Ickford fwet 
Under his pondVous fteps ; and all that met, 
Or faw this huge and wondVous pilgrim walke, 
Though the vaft country caus'd as vaft a talke. 
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25 The youth of thefe our tymes, that did behold 
This motion ftrange of this unweildy plant, 
Now boldly brag with us, that are more old, 
That of our age they no advantage want. 
Though in our youths we faw an elephant ; 

And hee's no novice that did never fee 
The lyons, if he faw this walking tree. 

26 Bright Phoebus, by his fifter feconded, 
(Two gracious freinds to every fayre intent) 
By both their lights him thus to Boreftall led ; 
Where, meeting all thofe freinds, this night was fpent 
(You may be fure) in courteous complement, 

And fage difcourfe upon the next dayes caufe. 
Which now (till then) gives me like breath to pawfe. 



Canto 3. 



1 The Mornings Queene, to every ftudious minde 
A gentle freind, follicits now the trees 

^ To put on mourning robes, but where to finde 
(Upon this fuddaine) fuiting their degrees, 
Habits enough for fuch folemnities. 
Was now a fecond care, wherein t'attend 
Uppon the hearfe of their deceafed freind. 

2 The Mufe, no leffe to dolours then delights 
(So true to both) a freind and fervant true, 
Informes the trees that of all funerall rites 
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The Cypreffe was the queene ; and that (he knew 
Where one hard by her lawrell manfion grew, 

Where (if they pleas'd) Ihe did not doubt to borrow 
For every one a garland for this forrow. 

3 The Mufes motion they all much commend, 
But anfwer made, they firft were all agreed 
'J'o have the body opened : to which end 
They fent the freindly Raven with all fpeed 
To finde two rare chirurgeons for this deed ; 

But he that word miftaking (as is thought), 
Inftead of furgeons two, two fawyers brought. 

4 But they (now come) upon their fcaffold layd 
The naked cors, and thereunto applyed 

Th' indented razour ; and by mutuall ayd 
Of eithers hands th' anatomy divide, 
Wherein the mourning ftanders-by defcryed 
No blemilhes of age, nor furfeet, found, 
But heart and all inteftines fayre and found. 

5 And then, to fee the ample forreft downe 
That flourifh'd had fo many hundred yeare. 
The caftle batter'd, and the neighbour-to wne, 
And all that ftood about him, ruin'd were. 
They all conclude, that either greife or feare 

Were of the Wallnuts death th'occafion cheife ; 
And what more fatall is then feare or greife ? 

6 But, oh ! what thinkft thou, Jafper, if a tree. 
For want of neighbors, mates, or freinds, can dye. 
Of what more wooden ftupid molde are wee. 
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That into teares diflblve not, thou and I, 
To fee the Church, the fanctuary, lye 
As flat as when our anceftors devoute 
Meafured her ancient fcituation out. 

7 To fee (nay, not to fee) the monuments 
Of noble Nigell now deprived our fight, 
The famous enfignes of the long difcents 

Of Reades and Dynhams, once in windowes bright, 
Almoft all dafh'd into oblivions night, 

But that when glaffe and marble both expire 
Fame's endles life is fubjeft to no fire. 

Jafpcr, 

8 Sad ftory (Jeff), but comfort take : though downe 
The chappell be, it may be built againe ; 

And (as thou fay'ft) to infinite renowne 
All finite earthly gloryes are but vayne : 
So doft thou cure the fore thou doft complayne. 
All lives to life eternall moments be, 
And what becomes, then, of the Wallnut-tree ? 

Jeffcrye. 

9 The freinds give order to the men that wrought 
His body found, in wainfcot to diffefl ; 

And then the Lady of place befought 
Therewith to trim fome gallery feleft, 
And caufe his limbes with piftures to be deckt 
Of the Nut-trees, the Raven, and the Mufe, 
Who did their parts herein fo freindly ufe. 

10 Which graunted was : and with no wonder more, 
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But Mufes ftill continued love and power, 
The trees were plac'd againe as heretofore ; 
For though we may be jealous every houre 
Of things, that chance, or time, or theft devourc, 
To marke, or minde, or miffe, we never ufe 
The things we thinke unpoflible to loofe. 

Jafper, 

1 1 Jeffery, you have a precious ftory fayd. 

As ftrange as when the rocks and cedars tall 
Did dance when Orpheus and Amphion playd : 
But fure thefe fiftions had true meanings all, 
And therefore to account I mud you call, 
To yeild fome morall meaning of your ftory : 
Your ftory (elfe) will yeild you litle glory. 

Jeffery, 

1 2 Though (fellow Jafper) thofe that wifer be 
Then thou and I well fatisfyed remaine, 

And though my tale has wearyed them and me, 

(As well it may) He take a litle payne 

(At thy requeft) my ftory to explaine. 
He either wrongs, or merits not his Mufe, 
Who with her words her meaneing fayles to ufe. 

13 In this fo old and fruitfuU Wallnuttree, 
That flourifti'd many ages and good dayes 
In fruite fo pleafant, moralliz'd is he 

Who fpends in fruitfull, free, and noble ways. 
His precious tyme. And he that tells the prayfe. 

And wayles the death of one that was fo good. 

Is in the gratefull Raven underftood. 
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14 The gallants of the groves, th'Elme, long and lazie, 
The wavering Afpe, the Popler, as unliable : 

The hungry Maple, brittle Afh and crazie. 
The gofling Sallow, and the Boxe unable, 
Vayne Willow, and the like innumerable, 

A fort that yeild no fruite, but proud negleft : 
Who would no kindneffe (hew can none expeft. 

15 The Nut-trees are the true and noble freinds 
Which are in all (thou mayft obferve) but five ; 
To (hew how many live to their owne ends, 
And to doe others good how few that ftrive. 
The Mufes charmes, fweet motions, that enlive 

All good affeftions, teaching payne to pleafe. 
Make wonder feizible, and labour eafe. 

16 Brave Hercules (they fay) made cleane a liable 
Wherein three thoufand fordid beafts had layne ; 
And proud Egeus (though a prince well able) 
Bafely denyed the wages for his payne. 

If this be fable yet the meanings playne : 
Though trifles did a minde ignoble fway, 
No rubbs could ftand in an heroicall way. 

17 I have once heard (and thinke it not untrue) 
That, fince our dayes, a great man of this land 
Removed a grove of ancient trees (that grew 
Obfcurely) in a pleafant place to ftand. 

Great force has wifedome joyn'd with willing hand ; 
And what feemes hard to floth and common fence 
Oft yeilds to ftrong defire and diligence. 
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18 But that thou may'ft no further queftion afkc : 
When proud and lazie negligence, incHn'd 

To no good aft, will undergoe no talke 

Of worthy confequence, a noble minde 

(Though it a world of difficulty finde) 
To doe a vertuous deede through all will run : 
Beft honors are with hardeft labours won. 

19 All breifly thus (my Jafper) I conclude. 
Moraird is bounty in the Wallnut-tree ; 
In the induftrious Raven gratitude ; 

In the five Nut-trees freincfly charitie ; 

And in the Mufes wondVous melodic, 

The mindes divine encouragements to move 
Her earthly mate to all good works of love. 

20 So (brother fwayne) I hope you underftand 
I to my tale my morall have exprefs'd. 

Jafper. 

Thou haft (indeed), and therefore at my hand 
Here take a kidlkin, in his furre well drcs'd, 
To keepe from cold thy old and honeft breft ; 
For now the blinking twylight on me calls 
To leade my cattell to their wonted ftalls. 

Jefferye. 

21 I doc commend thee that (though poore) art free, 
And take thy will for guift ; but guift not take, 
Unlcs thou wilt a lambe-lkin take from me: 

s 
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I have not done this only for thy fake, 
But greater freinds. But (as thou well haft fpake) 
Our freindly ftarre warnes us from falling dcwes 
In hazle caftles now to fence our ewes. 
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We only know that the ensuing tract was the work of Samuel 
Rowlands by his initials, and by the character of the composition. 
Who or what he was, beyond the fact that he wrote no fewer 
than about thirty small tracts for his subsistence, and that nearly 
all of them were extremely popular, we know not Some of his 
writings gave oifence to the public authorities ; and one, " The 
Letting of Humour's Blood in the Head -vein", 1600, was ordered to 
be burned, though it afterwards re -appeared with a diiFerent title, 
and finally resumed the name under which it had been forbidden. 
All were ludicrous or satirical, unless we except the first and the 
last— "The Betraying of Christ", 1598, and "Heaven's Glory, 
seeke it", 1628 : possibly (as we formerly remarked) they were 
not by him, and the second professes to be by Samuel Rowland, 
and not Rowlands, In our index to the "Bibl. Account, etc.," 
II, 585, the mistake is made of mis-spelling the name of Samuel 
Rowlands; and it is still more likely that it should have been 
committed two hundred and fifty years ago. The two works above 
specified are unlike anything else Samuel Rowlands left behind 
him, and they were printed and published by persons whose names, 
we think, do not appear on his other title-pages. As might reason- 
ably be expected, Rowlands in his numerous tracts now and then 
repeats himself ; and, as an instance, we may point to his descrip- 
tion of the then sights of London, in the penultimate " Epigram" 
of the sheets in the hands of the reader, which he had used in an 
earlier production. (See our reprint of " Humor's Looking Glasse", 
1608, p. 21.) It is curious in our day ; and the whole of this very 
scarce production is characteristic and amusing. 

J. P. C. 
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TO THE READER. 



As oftentimes as friend his friend doth meet, 
And with falute each other kindly greet, 
The fecond fpeech that commonly they ufe 
Is to enquire ftraight, Pray^ what good newes ? 
The eare for novelties ftill harkens out 
After the tales which tongues doe fpread about ; 
And many a one, moft wicked, doth devife 
To feed the world with falfe deluding lies, 
Becaufe men are fo apt for to inquire, 
And after rumours have fo great defire. 
But heer's no imitation of fuch men. 
Good news and bady prefented by a pen 
That to your view fuch humours doth prefent, 
As by the good you may the bad prevent : 
Heer's choife of change of both forts to be had, 
Full of variety y Good Newes and Bad, 

S. R. 
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An Epigram upon a Jejl of Will Sommers, 

Will Sommers once unto King Harry came, 
And in a ferious (hew himfelfe did frame, 
To goe to London taking of his leave. 
Stay, William (quoth the King) : I doe perceive 
You are in hade ; but tell me your occafion, 
Let me prevaile thus by a friend's perfwafion. 
Quoth he, If thou wilt know, He tell thee, marry ! 
I goe to London for Court newes, old Harry. 
Goeft thither from the Court to heare Court newes ? 
This is a tricke, Sommers, that makes me mufe. 
Oh, yes (quoth William), citizens can fhow 
What's done in Court, ere thou or I doe know : 
If an embaflador be comming over. 
Before he doe arrive and land at Dover, 
They know his mailer's meffage and intent. 
Ere thou canft tell the caufe why he is fent : 
If of a Parliament they doe but heare, 
They know what lawes (hall be enabled there : 
And, therefore, for a while, adue White-hall ! 
Harry, He bring thee newes home, lyes and all. 
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To Make-tale and Carry-tale. 

It were good newes to any honeft minde, 
That we could fuch a reformation finde 
Amongft our wandring wits and giddy braines, 
That they would ceafe their fottifli idle vaines 
Of intermedling (as they daily doe) 
With things their calling hath no claime unto : 
Groffe ignorance prefumptuoufly will prate 
Of ferious matters that concern a State ; 
Dull-underjianding never heeds his owne, 
But other men's affaires ; that muft be knowne : 
BlockiJh'Conceit will boldly take in hand 
That he Church government doth underftand 
To want (what he hath need of) Reformation; 
And this is growne to fuch a graceleffe fafliion, 
That we the common cuftome may forbeare, 
Us'd when men meet, What's the good newes you hearef 
And to another queftion may proceed, 
What lies abroad ? and then y'are fure to fpeed : 
You fhall have them by wholefale quickly vented. 
'Tis wondrous ftrange how people are contented 
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To have themfelves deluded in this fort 

By every flying fained falfe report : 

How itching eares doe entertaine all ftufle ! 

If it be named Newes, 'tis good enough. 

One faies, a traveller (a friend of his) 

Is new come home, and he hath told him this : 

Another faies, as he in Paules did walke, 

He heard the newes whereof two knights did talke ; 

Another, he hath newes is very rare. 

And heard it fitting in a barber's chaire : 

Another, he is furnifh't very ftrange 

With newes new taken up at the Exchange. 

And thus about from man to man it flies : 

Was never fuch an age for telling lies ! 

Make-tale and Carry-tale a worke are fet ; 

Father of lies hath caught them in his net : 

They are his owne, and he emploies them ftill, 

And fo I leave them to his curfed will. 

The good Newes and the Bad that here is told 

Doth take foundation on a better hold ; 

And when this booke is over read by you, 

He lay the price, you will confefle 'tis true. 
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Good Newes, 

A WEALTHY citizen, that di'd of late. 

Did leave his wife a very great eftate, 

Sum'd up in thoufands, to her hearts content. 

All forts of futers to this widow went, 

As courtiers, lawyers, citizens, divines ; 

But fhe unto a gallant knight inclines. 

And would be Madam'd, Worfhip'd, Ladifide, 

And in the leather-carted fafliion ride. 

The match was made ; the marriage confummate ; 

Her Ladifhip was grac'd in pompe and (late, 

With all content unto her hearts defire. 

So bravely proud that all her friends admire : 

Their old acquaintance quite afide was layd. 

Her worfhip highly fcorn'd fhop-keeping trade : 

Friends, kinsfolkes, neighbours are inferiour all : 

She much difdains WAat lackeye ? at a ftall. 
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Bad Newes, 

Fie upon giddie Fortune and her wheele, 

Unconftant and as flipperie as an eele ! 

From kitchin-maid to miftris fhe arofe, 

From miftris unto madame up fhe goes ; 

And there a yeare or two lets Lady fvvagger, 

Then turns about, and fends her downe to begger. 

Her deareft knight (whom fo (he juft may call), 

What with his debts, and what with Have at ally 

Lay hidden, like a favage in his den, 

For feare of bayliffes, fergeants, Marfhals men. 

And (he doth on her virginals complaine 

/ tvaile in woe^ my knight doth plunge in paine. 

Good Newes, 

A USURER met late with a divine 
At a friend's houfe, where they together dine. 
And entring good difcourfe, the preacher tooke 
Occafion to condemne, out of God's booke, 
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The finfuU trade that money-mongers ufe, 

Beginning with God's law unto the Jewes ; 

And fo throughout all ages, how the bed 

Of holy men did ufurie deteft ; 

And that there never any faint had bin 

Would venter foule upon that wicked fin. 

The ufurer that heard his zealous fpeech 

Repented, and God's mercy did befeech. 

In his defence, not knowing what to fay, 

But free confeft his heart had gone aftray ; 

And from that day would reftitution make, 

And ten in the hundred utterly forfake : 

To hofpitals moft liberall would he give. 

To prisoners that in miferie doe live ; 

Almes-houfes for the poore he will have made. 

And repaire churches, ruinous, decay'd : 

High wayes and bridges he would likewife mend, 

And bountifuU benevolence extend 

To fchooles of learning ; yea, would thoufands give 

To pious ufe, while he had time to live. 

And, fo detefting damned ufury, 

Learne every day unto the world to die. 
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Bad Newes. 
After he did this godly motion chufe, 
He walketh home, where, fitting in a mufe, 
His man comes in, and to him fadly fpoke, 
Sir, he you fent me to this morning's broke ; 
Hee*s gone to Ireland, the neighbours fay. 
And what he owes never intends to pay. 
Another of his fervants commeth in, 
And tells him as bad newes where he had bin : 
One that fhould pay five hundred pounds together 
Had taken Ludgate, and was new gone thither. 
Now, out upon them, villaines both ! he faid ; 
Is this a world t' have reftitution made } 
Give unto hofpitals that will for me, 
And tarry knaves in prifon, where you be : 
Build almes-houfes, you that have mind thereto ; 
I with my coyne have fomewhat elfe to doe : 
Mend bridges you that over bridges goes. 
For you fhall make no bridge (friends) of my nofe : 
And for your churches with decayed wall. 
Get briefes to begge, or let your churches fall. 
Mine owne's mine owne upon my felfe to fpend : 
He truft to none ; gold's my affured friend. 
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Good Newes, 
Lady, thou {halt not lacke while I have land : 
Money we will have ready at command. 
The wealthy citizen is my caffeere ; 
The foole has money, and He fell him deare. 
How brave I fold the farme a month agoe ! 
Oh ! that I had good (lore to utter fo. 
This ready money gives a man content, 
For tenants come but lingring in with rent. 
When I for hundreds have a prefent ufe, 
I afke to borrow ; ftraight ther's an excufe : 
I cannot, fir ; I have it not to fpare. 
It makes me fcorne fellowes that are fo bare. 
He have my purfe with money furnifli'd ftill, 
Sell medow, pafture, arable, I will, 
And fo be ready for to make fupply 
Gentilities beft ornaments to buy : 
Weele have a coach like chariot of the funne, 
With hautie horfes, for our jades be done : 
New futes for thee and I ; at lead fome ten 
New liveries for all our ferving-men ; 
And thus to credit, madam, weele afcend, 
That vulgar fort our worfhips may commend. 
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Bad Newes, . 
Sir Nimble-touch makes his ppffeflions flie, 
And on his ready money doth relie : 
Heele be admir'd for bravery out of hand. 
And where his father left him fpacious land, 
A journey to him for to walke about, 
He by a nimble policy found out 
To fhorten tedious fteps ore bridge and ftile, 
And bring his land in compaffe of a mile : 
A pretty walke, to give himfelfe content, 
And fave much trouble in receiving rent 
But now his worfliip hath much charged bin 
With laying out, having no comming in, 
And finds moft true what he before did fay. 
That ready money ever will away. 
Now land is fold, and money gone to goods, 
He cals out, Andrew ! I am in the fuddes : 
I had good tenements, I had faire land. 
But of that fute others have cleer'd my hand, 
And I am left a Melancholy Knight : 
As Ploy don fayd, t/ie cafe is altered quite. 
What remedy gainft Fortunes raging fits. 
But live, like other lacke-lands, by my wits. 
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Good Newes, 

Two canting rogues, that old conforts had bin, 

And cage and ftockes met often kindly in, 

That had beene fharers long and many a day 

Of what they got upon the common way, 

Did accidentall at an alehoufe meet. 

And in this manner one another greet : 

What, Roger ! Well met, rogue, old fellow begger, 

When did we two like boone companions fwagger. 

As we have done, thou knowft, in youthfull prime ? 

How doft thou thrive, mad flave, this farthing time, 

This copper age ? What ! come they roundly in ? 

Yes, faith the trade hath never better bin : 

Pence and few givers we had heretofore ; 

But farthings now, and givers theres good ftore ; 

Men, women, fervants, children, all are able : 

I tell thee, fellow, this is comfortable. 

There's never a day that I abroad doe roame. 

But I bring copper, like a tinker, home. 

Knocke for tobacco ! Call for ale ! Hang forrow ! 

God blefs you majler will bring more tomorrow. 
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Bad Ncwes, 

Thus at their ale and pipe of fmother fitting, 

And boafting each to other of their getting, 

Within (hort time they plyde the liquor fo. 

As, drunke as beggers both, they could not goe. 

And fell to quarrell of old matters done 

When they their begging partnerfhip begun. 

Thou cheats't me once of twenty pence, quoth one : 

Unto thy confcience it is plainly knowne. 

I cheat ! (quoth he) thou lyeft in thy throat ; 

Thy company hath coft me many a groat : 

Thou canfl: not fay that I have cut a purfe ; 

Thou haft broke into houfes, and done worfe, 

Stolne flieets from hedges, broke up doores by night. 

And defervd hanging, if thou hadft thy right. 

With that together by the eares they fall : 

The conftable on tother fide the wall 

Was drinking with a friend, and for aid knockes 

To carry drunken beggers to the ftockes : 

From thence he fent them to another coaft. 

And made their pafport from the whipping poft. 
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Good Newes, 

A SHEPHEARD, fitting on a pleafant banke, 

In fummer fun-fliine, where the graffe grew rancke, 

And nature's paintments, red and yellow, blew, 

With colours plenty round about him grew, 

Efpide at fea a gallant fhip did faile, 

With calme and mild and favourable gale. 

Oh ! (quoth the fhepheard) what a pleafant thing 

To fee a veffell with a canvafe wing 

Glide on the waters, fly upon the flouds, 

And coaft from place to place with man and goods : 

He be no longer land-man on this hill, 

But He to fea : let him keepe sheepe that will. 

So, felling all his cattell at good rates, 

Turnes marchant, fraughts a barke with figs and dates, 

Buyes pen-worths, better not this feven yeare, 

And underftands where he may fell goods deare. 

So, taking leave with friends, he vow'd and fwore 

He was a foole to (lay fo long a shore. 
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Bad Newes. 

Imagine now our shepheard's under faile, 
Where raging ftormes and tempefts fo prevaile, 
The ship with all the goods is caft away, 
And the young merchant, beggar'd in a day, 
Comes poorely home from Neptunes raging deepe, 
And takes his trade againe of keeping fheepe ; 
And, fitting penfive on the graffie fhore, 
He fpied a fhip come fayling as before, 
In mild, calme weather, on a funfhine day, 
Whereat he fhooke his head, and thus did fay : 
I once had wealth, and got an honeft gaine. 
In my content of calling taking paine. 
My flocks did profper, and my felfe did thrive, 
Till fuch a flattring fliow did make me ftrive 
To get fea-fortunes, which I now repent. 
That had enough, and could not live content ; 
But God blefle all matters and matters mates. 
And farewell (hip ! lie deale no more with dates. 
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Good Ncwes, 

An ancient bachelour did long forbeare, 

Becaufe of houfhold charge he ftood in feare, 

And would not marry till he heard of one 

Was ftor'd with money, but of children none, 

Good hufwife, and moft fparing of her purfe, 

She fhould be his,/(?r better and for wor/e. 

Thus, looking out, and fearching with a care 

To have a wealthy match unto his (hare. 

At length upon a wench he chaunc't to light, 

Childlefle and rich, unto his humour right, 

As greedy as himfelfe, being wholly bent ; 

And heer's a match unto his hearts content. 

He doth rejoyce and boaft amongfl: his friends 

That his good fortunes to fuch height extends. 

For fuch a compleat wife, from head to foot. 

He would not change for thoufands given to boot : 

And thus with joy he doth imbrace his bride, 

Holding himfelfe rifen upon right fide. 

That he had grace fo luckily to chufe : 

Oh, joyfull, happy, admirable newes ! 

You bachelors beware; take heed (he faid). 

Let no young man run rashly on a mayd : 

TheiV proud and poore, and muft be long a wooing, 

Then prove bad hufwifes, to a mans undoing ; 

But take a widow to augment thy ftate. 

That hath good leafes, houfehold ftuffe and plate. 

Gold, linnen, woollen, pewter and good braffe ; 

And welcome widow ! Tut ! a maydes an affe. 
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Bad Newes. 

The bachelor (after his wooing paines) 

Maries the widow with her golden gaines, 

And live together loving man and wife 

Some fortnight after, ere they fell to ftrife : 

But two weeks paft grew fuch a ftormy shower, 

He never faw calme weather till this hower. 

His name of John is turned into Jacke, 

She tells him that her mony cloathes his backe. 

And that he was a needy rafcall knave, 

And (he hath made a man of fuch a flave. 

Her Words (laft weeke) of love, fweet hart and joy. 

Are turn'd to villain, rogue, and beardleffe boy ; 

And tells him further that it is her fhame, 

That fhe hath grac'd him with a husband's name, 

Being unworthy, wretch, to wipe her flioes. 

Friend, this is bad, and yet we have worfe newes ; 

For tis too true (as all the neighbours knows) 

From rayling words flie fals to fwaggring blowcs, 

And fcracht his face, in fury broke his head. 

Yea, in her choler, kickt him out of bed. 

He fhall not walke before her in the ftreets, 

Nor meet with her betweene a paire of fheets : 

She is his better many a degree. 

And vowes her beft bags he fhall never fee. 

Heer's a brave match for mony ! is it not ? 

The bachelor hath a rich widow got. 

But he doth wish, in griefe and anguifh pang'd, 

That he were buried, or his wife were hang'd : 

And now a maid, as poore as poore may be. 

Is worth ten thoufand widowes fuch as fhe. 
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Good Newes. 

When country Nanne the milketnaid-lafles left, 
She came to London, very neat and deft. 
To feeke preferment and her fortunes raife, 
Being indeed (as all the parish faies) 
A handfome wench, and likely to do well, 
If with a London miftris she might dwell. 
Even according to her heart's content 
Into a right good fervice Annis went ; 
As good a miftris as fhe could defire, 
And as good wages as fhe did require. 
After she two years kitchin mayd had ferv'd, 
So well by her good carriage flie deferv'd. 
That to be chamber maid she did afcend, 
And therewithall her wages much did mend. 
Now like a gentlewoman she doth goe, 
And country maids admire to fee her fo. 
Telling their friends, with all the fpeed they can 
They will be Londoners like miftrefle Anne. 
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Bad Newes. 
Heigh ho ! bad newes as ever came to towne 
From London to the countreys caried downe. 
Alas, poore wench ! a fcurvy ferving man 
Has (out upon him !) bin with countrey Nan, 
And given her fuch a knavish overthrow, 
She is as bigge as ever she can goe. 
The cafe is altered : 'twill no more be faid 
There goes the kitchin or the chamber maid ; 
But this is she changed (the world knowes how) 
From maid that was to be a fervant now ; 
And that fame wicked fellow that did this, 
Doth vow and fweare the childe is none of his. 
But fets it light, and makes thereof a feoff, 
And thinkes in knavery thus to bob her off; 
But heele be talkt withall ere one moneth ends. 
For the poore wench hath fent for all her friends. 
And then it will be proved, plaine at large, 
That hees the man muft beare the nurfing charge : 
Since Nans virginity paft help is loft, 
They*l teach him what a maidenhead will coft : 
What law will doe he fhall be fure to finde, 
Becaufe he beares fuch bafeneffe in his minde. 
Meane while, be it a daughter, or a fonne. 
No remedy, it is fo lately done : 
Nan's mafter and her miftreffe both abhor it. 
And what fayes (he ? They cannot hang her for it. 
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Good Newes. 
Good newes is come for Goodman Groutnols fonne : 
His wretched father with the world hath done, 
Dead as a dog that lieth in a ditch, 
And now the youth meanes to goe thorough ftitch, 
And be a gallant in his golden ^ies. 
His father was a fimple man, he faies, 
For, though he gathered ftore of worldly pelfe. 
Why yet he did not underftand himfelfe : 
He was for profit evermore prepared, 
But for gentility he never car'd : 
A plaine blunt fellow, ftill a plodding an, 
But Chriftopher will be another man. 
He will not have his armes a moneth to feeke, 
For he hath been with heraulds but laft weeke, 
And will have fomething for himfelfe to (hew, 
Although it be a cuckoe or a crow ; 
Nay, and perhaps (if all things fall out right) 
He may, before he goes to grave, turne knight ; 
But he will make no boafting ; let that rest ; 
Kit will be ever joviall asi^the beft : 
His father was a good old man, he faies, 
And for his death he gives God heartie praife. 
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Bad Ncwes, 

Now for the citie is young GroutnoU bound, 

Where humors for to grace him may be found. 

Firft, he muft learne to dance, and dance he will : 

Then, to the noble fciefcce for fome (kill. 

If any roaring boy should chance to fwagger, 

And challenge him at rapier and at dagger. 

In taverns then his credit muft appeare, 

Where ftill his purfe doth all the reckoning cleare : 

Dinners and fuppers, drunken healths to any, 

He doth difcharge the bils unto a pennie : 

To sharkes that are his daily feafting friends 

He gives, maintains, and what they'le borrow lends ; 

Falls in with cheaters that can cog a die. 

And ftill his open purfe lets money flie. 

And thus he revels it, still fpending on. 

As if he were in hafte to fee it gon ; 

Which by his lavish hand being brought to paffe, 

His conforts cenfure him an idle afte, 

A gull that fuffer'd all men to deceave him, 

And fo unto the Counter-hole they leave him. 
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Good Newes. 

Friends, I proteft by my gentilitie, 

Your citie's full of rare civilitie, 

Where I have been moft bravely us'd of late, 

By worthy citizens, as Tie relate, 

Since my arrivall out of forraine parts, 

In meafure farre beyond my poore defarts : 

I cannot paffe through any ftreet or lane 

But barehead curtefie doth entertaine 

My worship with Wfiat lackeyou ? wondrous kinde, 

And credit with all forts of trades I finde. 

My word for wares they never yet forfooke, 

But take my hand familiar to their booke. 

I goe my felfe, or fend by any token, 

Tis ready ere the meffage be halfe fpoken : 

Much in commodities I could proceed, 

More then my ufe hath any caufe to need ; 

Therefore Tie trie my further credit rather, 

With ten ith' hundred, that old pennie-father : 

To Ihop-mens bookes my hand no more will deale ; 

I am for fcriveners now, with hand and feale. 
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Bad Newes. 

What hungrie fellowes doth the citie breed, 

That will not fpare a gentleman in's need, 

But even, by meere extremities doe ftrive, 

And gape as they would eat a man alive ! 

My London lodgings are all haunted fo 

With wicked fpirits, that I am faine to goe 

Into the fuburbes, there to feeke fome charme 

That may fecure me from the catchpoles harme ; 

And there by chance I met with a conceit, 

Which in my minde I daily muft repeat. 

All grocers fpice you freely may imbrace, 

Only take heed you touch not of the Mace ; 

Nor is it for your freedoms eafe and good 

To walke the ftreet that's call'd by name of Wood : 

Poultrie refraine, for that's a meat will bind you, 

And, of all feekers, let not Sarjeants find you : 

Keepe backe your feet from their in-countring waicSy 

For they'le falute you with a frightfuU phrafe, 

As, Gentleman^ atfuch afuit I rcjl you : 

This vexing word will very much moleft you. 
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Good Neives, 
Good lucke's good newes ; a man would think it were, 
And heer's a tale of good-lucke you fhall heare. 
One had a legacie of forty pound, 
Which came in cleere, as if 'twere money found : 
This he imployes in divers kinde of things 
Which benefit unto the buyer brings ; 
For all he bought it was exceeding cheape : 
Double and treble profit he did reape. 
A horfe for which he did but five pound pay 
Was fold for fifteene, readie coine, next day. 
Sutes of apparell, cloakes, and ftore of plate. 
Great penny-worths, and at an eafie rate : 
Pawnes came in plentie, upon bills of fale 
Made lawfuU purchafe if the pay-day faile. 
Thus in fhort time, beginning with a gift 
Of fortie pound, he made fuch fhuffling fhift. 
He was a man of hundreds in account, 
And did in termes of credit fo amount. 
Within the pari(h he a great fway bore. 
Which made them wonder, knew him bafe before, 
That in fo fhort a time wealth flowed fo faft, 
And begger got on horfebacke in fuch hafte. 
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Bad Newes. 

The fpeech is true, Experience proves no leffe, 
That goods ill gotten meet with ill fucceffe : 
Where God doth bleffe, happie abundance fprings, 
And greatneffe growes of many little things ; 
But whereas wealth by wicked meanes is bred, 
A curfe will fall upon the getters head. 
For all the bargaines that this wretch had made 
Was out of theiving, and of brokers trade : 
Stolne goods were fold unto him at beft hand ; 
Upon deare price his chapmen did not ftand, 
Becaufe it coft them only but the taking, 
And it is term'd cloake, cup, or linnen making : 
I made (faies one) this ruffe, this fword, this hat ; 
So what the broker bought, the theeves made that. 
But after this fame making comes a marring. 
The proverb faies, when theeves doe fall to jarring 
By that meanes true-men doe regaine their owne, 
And this is often manifeftly knowne ; 
Contention comes, and that fo overfwaies them. 
The Devill owes a fliame, and then he paies them. 
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Good Newes. 

From Neptunes rough encountring dreadfull deepe, 
And Kolus that ftormie quoile doth keepe, 
With furious blafts amids the liquid waves, 
Making the waters winding (heetes and graves. 
A merchant did in fafetie retire, 
And brought home goods, which, to his hearts defire. 
He fold for profit and for readie pay. 
But in the time that he had beene away, 
He found (to his exceeding chiefeft joy) 
His wife delivered of a gallant boy, 
Which never in her life had childe before. 
This did enlarge his gladfome heart the more, 
To finde his fortunes were fo faire and good. 
As firft efcape the ocean's raging flood 
With extreme hazard of his goods and life. 
And then receive fuch welcome from his wife ; 
As, husband, here behold your mafter-prize, 
This little boy, that hath thine owne gray eies : 
Unto it let your kindeft love be (howne, 
. For on my credit (fweet-hart) 'tis thine owne. 
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Bad Newes. 

This gladfome father and rejoycing mother 

With much contentment doe injoy each other : 

Their little one doth fuch affeftion feale, 

And every hyrt of their diftafte doth heale ; 

Nor thought, nor word, nor deed did paffe betweene 

The parents ; not a cloudie looke was feene, 

Untill a goffip of the gaggling crew 

Into a humour of contention grew 

With her familiar friend, the merchants wife. 

Revenging of her quarrell with their ftrife. 

And told the husband fhe did greatly doubt 

That he was mightie wrong'd (if truth came out). 

I will not (quoth fhe) for a thousand pound 

A makebate 'twixt a man an's wife be found ; 

But I know fomewhat that would breed a fcabbe ; 

Yet, pardon me, I never was a blabbe : 

\Ve know that little faid is foone amended ; 

The blinde eates many a flie ; what's paft is ended. 

Thefe quenifli termes fuch jealoufie allur'd, 

He grew home mad, and ftill remaines uncur'd. 
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Good Ncwes, 

A HASTIE fellow of a froward nature 

Was married to a mild and gentle creature, 

Which was moft willing to content him ftill ; 

But he of difpofition was fo ill, 

With every trifle he a fault would finde, 

Which made his wife intreat him very kinde 

That he in writing would his minde explaine, 

What things (he fhould performe, and what refraine. 

He was content, and writ his wife a booke. 

And bade her often thereupon to looke, 

For in the fame he plainly had expreft 

What (he fhould praftife to content him bed, 

And matters that difpleasd him to omit 

She very kindly gave him thanks for it, 

Vowing flie would a willing fchoUer be 

To learne thofe leffons did with peace agree, 

Which (he in memorie would ftill retaine, 

And croffe the devill in his make-bate veine : 

All ftormy tempefts (hall be midly laid ; 

I'le pleafe my husband now by booke, (he faid. 
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Bad Newes, 

The world being now a little better mended, 

To walke and fee a friend they both intended, 

Some two mile out of towne ; and merrie make 

So frolique till the husband's cap did ake, 

And he muft needs (at evening fomewhat late) 

Returne home reeling with a drunken pate. 

No friends perfwafions could with him prevaile 

To fleep away the head-ach of the ale ; 

But home, quoth he, come, wife, we're homeward bound, 

I, like old Harry, meane to ftand my ground : 

And fo along goes drunkard, thorow ftitch, 

Untill he came unto a fcurvie ditch : 

Into the fame downe from the bridge he falls. 

And then, Helpe, wife ! a hand, fweet wife ! he calls. 

Husband (quoth fhe) to helpe forth ditch or brooke. 

As I remember, is not in my booke ; 

And, therefore, firft I will go home and fee, 

Before you get a helping hand of me : 

If it be written, I fhall lend a lift, 

rie doe it willing, elfe your felfe (hall fliift. 
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Good Newes. 

A SUTOR, that a wealthy widow pli^d, 
To grace out his bad fortunes did provide 
Upon his credit for an outward fhow, 
That gallantly he might a wooing goe : 
His hat new block'd, and golden banded too ; 
His ruffe he wore like fome Sir Reverence doe. 
His fuit the tailor trufted him withall ; 
For fword and ruffet bootes he in did fall 
With cutler and the gentle craft : befide 
He had a gallant gelding to beftride, 
That grac'd his worfhip above all the reft, 
Efteem'd to be a twenty pounds-worth beaft, 
And all that was his carcaffe outward cafe, 
(Except his bodkin, beard and naked face) 
Were freely come to hand by beji-be-truji. 
His bravery might be compared juft 
Unto the bird trim'd up in th' ancient tale ; 
Had each their plumes, then naked as my naile. 
Well, to the widow now we let him ride. 
And bid him welcome home on tother fide. 
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Bad Newes. 

Being arived at his wifhed port, 

He doth begin mod eloquent to court, 

And makes account by inkhorne tearmes to get 

One to maintaine him, and difcharge his debt : 

But fhee's a wench hath wit to hold him too't, 

And overthrowes her lover, horfe and foot ", 

Telling him that her felfe and her eftate 

Is not to be obtained by verball prate 

Of love and fancie by the gods decreed ; 

Therefore, beftow it, pray, on fome that need : 

I have a friend whofe love and faith I know : 

Y'are welcome, fir ; there's all I can beftow. 

With that (lie leaves him, and departs away. 

Surely (quoth he) this is no wooing day : 

Some fcurvy plan net hath become my foe. 

That at the firft I fliould have this croffe blow. 

Well, I will trie another widow yet, 

And if no better comfort I doe get. 

In fpight of fortune (looke fhe ne're fo grim). 

My horfe I'le rifle, though I borrowed him. 
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Good Newes. 

Fortune was co(iftant in unconftancie : 
The fecond widow gave him the denie, 
More fcornfuU and disgraceful! the;i the firft, 
Which made the wooer fweare he was accurft, 
To venture all the credit that he had, 
And be fo bravely to the fashion clad. 
Yet ftill rejefted, being a proper man, 
(Though good for nothing) did refolve him than 
To have a rifling for his borrowed beaft, 
And get fome twentie pound by th* hand, at leaft ; 
Retires to London, Angles out an inne, 
Invites all his acquaintance, friends and kinne, 
That, of all loves, they would on fuch a day 
Be fure to meet him without all delay : 
He had a gelding coft him fiftie pound, 
A braver beaft did never pace on ground, 
And he should fpoile him being too too free, 
A moft rancke rider (as brave gallants be), 
And, therefore, he was willing to forgoe him. 
And ev'n amongft their fortunes to beftow him. 
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Bad Newes. 

The rifling time being come that he had fet, 

His friends, according to their promife, met : 

A great affembly, a good fupper made, 

And ev'ry one his ventured money pai'd 

To his content. Thought he, why, heres good doing ! 

Why this is better farre then fcurvy wooing, 

BetoyFd about a wife, and cannot get her : 

Widowes be hang'd, for I like horfe flesh better. 

But fee the mifchiefe fortunes fpight did bring, 

To make the rifling a mere trifling thing! 

No fooner they to throw the dice begin, 

But comes the owner, with a ferjeant, in, 

And claimes the gelding which was at the ftake. 

This did amongft them an amazement make. 

For every man his money backe did claime. 

Which was returned with a cheating shame. 

Oh, fcurvy world ! quoth he, how croffe things goes ! 

The next will be the tailor for my clothes : 

My wooing overthrowne, my horfe play marr'd, 

As I am a gentleman, this nips me hard. 
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EPIGRAM. 

Two that had been aboord a Burdeux barke 
Came reeling thorow Ratcliff in the darke, 
And to fecure them from al ftumbling harme, 
They linckt together, loving arme in arme ; 
But as they came along the gravell pit, 
The one of them got fuch a reeling fit, 
That from his fellow downe the banke he fell, 
And, lying on his backe, cri'd Hey da, l^ell ! 
Why, here's a towne is e*ne well governed right, 
Keepe open feller doores this time a night ? 
Where art thou, Robin ? to his fellow calling, 
Who up the banke thorow the dirt was crawling. 
Marry ! (quoth he) I knocke and call for beere. 
And there is not a rogue will anfwer here ; 
Therefore, as true as this good light doth fhine, 
I am a climing to pull downe their figne. — 
And I am fearching all the feller here. 
To finde the taps, and let out all the beere : 
The knaves fhall know they have not us'd us well. 
Why, heres a towne brave governed ! Hey da, Nell ! 
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EPIGRAM. 

A RUIND gallant, in's declining age, 

Calling his life in queftion in a rage, 

Did vow and fweare, and to himfelfe proteft 

He was a villain, flave, and brutifh beaft. 

Such fun-fhine fortunes as his daies had knowne, 

And might have free injoy*d them as his owne. 

To let them pafle with time, and glide away, 

And no fure hold upon good hap to lay. 

I might have had a widow once (quoth he). 

That would have made, at lead, a knight of me. 

And, like a gull, a whorfon coxcome affe, 

Unto another foole I let her pafle. 

I might have had an office, that would cleere 

Have brought me in two hundred pound a yeare. 

And liv'd at eafe, gon up and downe to brave it. 

But, like a goofe, I let another have it. 

I might have had good land to live upon. 

But, like a wood-cocke, all is fold and gone. 

I might have been a fcholler, learn'd my grammar, 

But I have loft all, like a ninnie-hammer. 
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Experience, out of obfervation, faies, 

Six fortes of people keepe their fading dates, 

Which, if you will in order have them knowne. 

Then, thus they are diftinguifht every one. 

The ficke man fads becaufe he cannot eat, 

The poore man falls becaufe he wanteth meat ; 

The mifer falls with greedy minde to fpare, 

The glutton falls to eat a greater (hare; 

The hypocrite he falls to feeme more holy, 

The vertuous man to punilh finfull folly. 

But at all thefe the drunkard, in his quaffing, 

In fcoffing manner doth deride them, laughing, 

And faies, I am for none of all thefe fix ; 

Fall they or feed, I am for drinking tricks : 

With pipe and pinte I entertaine my diet ; 

Sacke and tobacco keepes my llomacke quiet. 

I doe not care for over-cloying dilhes. 

So that I may attaine to thefe two wilhes : 

The Vintner Hill to draw me of the beft, 

And when the reckoning comes, why, let that reft. 
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How am I vext, that muft keepe in a dore 

Only for feare to pay a tapfters fcore ! 

A flave that's bound in confcience to forbeare, 

For I have grac'd his houfe in lying thwe. 

But I have vow'd revenge : the villaine dies, 

Only my weapon at the cutlers lies, 

And I doe linger to redeeme it thence. 

Beere and tobacco is my mod expence, 

A lowfie lodging and a fcurvy diet, 

And this is that which puts me out of quiet 

It is againfl: my confcience for to pay him, 

I can (hew reafon why I doe delay him. 

My diet ever over-roft or raw, 

My cans were alwaies nick't againft the law : 

My wafhing and my wringing was but bafe, 

And I count all worth nothing : heres the cafe. 

Yet there be ferjeants waite me for arreft, 

In-countring fellows, which I ill difgeft. 

Oh ! that another mad horfe there would be. 

To catch the fergeant would be catching me ! 
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EPIGRAM. 

Gilbert, this glove I fend thee from my hand, 
And challenge thee to meet on Callis fand : 
On this day moneth refolve I will be there, 
Where thou (halt finde my flefh I will not feare. 
My cutler is at worke, both day and night. 
To make the fword wherewith I meane to fight. 
If I doe faile thee at the time and place, 
Account me to defcend of cowards race : 
If thou negleft, and doe not meet me then, 
He make thee odious unto martiall men. — 
This challenge paft, the challenger at Dover 
Imbarks for Callis, and being halfe way over. 
Grew mighty fea-ficke and did backe retire, 
Having by vomit purg'd out all his ire : 
Oh, wretch ! (quoth he) to quarrell mod accurft. 
My heart doth faint, my very gall doth burft. 
I was a villaine to intend this fight ; 
But if I doe efcape this fearefull flight, 
Unto the field a farewel I will give, 
And nere draw fword in anger while I live. 
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EPIGRAM, 

A POCKET-PICKER, moft exceeding brave, 

(For true men's purfes did maintaine the knave) 

Id fute of fattin, cloake with velvet lin'de, 

His golden hatband, guilded rapier (hin'd, 

His ruffet bootes and fpiirs, in all compleat, 

Which he maintain'd by pilfring theft and cheat, 

Being at aflifes, in a countrey towne, 

And (landing neere a feely, fimple clowne, 

With bold, audacious, and outfacing looke, 

The rufticks purfe out of his pocket tooke; 

Who, very fearefuU of his furious (how, 

Shranke backe amongft the throng, and let him goe. 

Within a little fpace a crie was made : 

A cut-purfe ! cut-purfe ! all the people faid. 

When he that loft his purfe the noife did heare, 

He thrung'd among the crowd, and got him neere. 

And faid (when he perceived proofes made duely) 

My lords, his worfhip had my purfe too, truly. 

They, fmiling, faid : In figne that we abhor it, 

Wee'le be fo bold as hang his worlhip for it. 
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EPIGRAM. 

A FELLOW, that had beene exceflfive trading 

In taking liquor in beyond his lading, 

Of claret and the Spanifh Malligo, 

That's legs unable were upright to goe, 

But fometime wall, and fometime kennell taking, 

And, as the phrafe is us'd, indentures making, 

Was met with by a moft unhappy boy. 

That at the drunkards fight did greatly joy. 

To put a jeft upon the reeling mome. 

Having a birding peece to carry home, 

He with the fame doth thus begin his jeft ; 

Prefenteth it againft the drunkards breft, 

And levels at him, making fire fly. 

The drunkard lowd did murder ! murder ! cry : 

Oh, cruell rogue, and bloudy flave I quoth he, 

Helpe ! helpe ! this villaine meanes to murder me. 

Sir (quoth the boy) you greatly doe miftake, 

This needlefle clamour and outcries to make : 

I doe proteft I meane your felfe no harme, 

I only fhoote the fox under your arme. 
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EPIGRAM, 

When Hodge comes home, hee*le tell his vather newes 

Shall make the good old clowne admire and mufe ; 

For he hath memory, fo able ftrong. 

Shall finde him tales for all the winter long. 

He came not up in vaine to London, no ; 

Hodge hath feene that his father nere (hall know 

Of wenching matters ; but hee'le keepe that in, 

And tell him other fights where he hath bin ; 

As of the Tower, and the lyons there, 

Of Paris garden and the Bull and Beare ; 

Of Weftminfter what monuments there be, 

And what two mighty giants Hodge did fee, 

With fearefull countenances in Guild-hall, 

The Old Exchange, the New Exchange, and all ; 

The water-workes, huge Paules, old Charingcroffe, 

Strong London Bridge, at Billinsgate the Boffe : 

Nay, Hodge hath feene (hips, boats, and barges, which 

Swim about London in a greate large ditch ; 

And he hath vow'd he will not jogge away, 

Till he hath feene fome pretty puppet play. 
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EPIGRAM. 

Tom Tempest fell at ftrife with Steven Storme, 

And ferd him with a pint pot from a forme : 

Storme rows'd himfelfe, and fiercely did rebound 

At cruell Tempeft with a dabbing wound ; 

But it was done in a moft coward kinde, 

In his breech backward, where he breaketh winde. 

The Vintner (being of the Separation) 

Comes in and lends his wifeft exhortation : — 

Tempeft and Storme (my windy brethren both) 

In fadnefle and in truth, without an oath. 

You are to blame to drawe that iron toole, 

And make my civill houfe a fencing fchoole : 

This is the force of your exceflive wine. 

I rather will take downe my bufh and fign, 

Then live by men of riotous expence. 

In peace, I fay, brethren, depart from hence. 

I will not take a penny for the fhot ; 

And, furthermore, Tie melt that bloody pot, 

Which is polluted thus with fanguine gore. 

Airs paid : y'are welcome, when y'are out of doore. 

FINIS. 
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/y 
INTRODUCTION. // 



It was the Editor's intention to have written a short historical 
Introduction to the ensuing Reprint, but severe illness has pre- 
vented the execution of his purpose, and he can now do little 
more than refer the reader to the description of the original tract 
in Bibl, Account, vol. i, p. 257. The fruitless expedition to which the 
pamphlet relates, is, of course, mentioned by Camden, Stowe (-4 7i»a/« 
1605, p. 1263), and others ; but the details, on the authority of an 
eye-witness and partaker in the enterprise, are here alone fur- 
nished, and they will be found highly interesting. They have been in 
the possession of the editor for upwards of forty years, and during 
that period neither he nor any of his friends have met with a 
trace of a second copy of the narrative. It is especially worthy 
of notice from the frequent mention it makes of the deeds and 
darings of such men as the Earl of Essex, Sir Roger Williams, Sir 
John Norris, Sir Francis Drake, and other prominent historical 
personages. There can be little doubt that it was suppressed soon 
after it was printed, and it will easily be perceived how likely it 
was to give offence iu high quarters. 

J. P. C. 

Maidenhead, 
September 1870. 
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TO THE READER, 

[OME holding opinion that it is onely proper to 
men of learning (whofe arte may grace their 
dooings) to write of matter worthie to be 
committed to the viewe of future ages, may 
judge the publication of fuch Difcourfes as are con- 
tained in this pamphlet to be an adventure too great for a 
profefled fouldier to undertake : but I, more refpe6ling the 
abfolute truth of the matter than the faire fliew that might 
be fet thereon, and preferring the high reputation of the 
Aftors in this journey before the requeft of my particular 
friend, have prefumed to prefent unto you a report of the 
late Voyage into Spaine and Portingally fent unto me 
almoft 4 moneths fit hence from a gentleman, my verie 
nere friend, employed in the fame ; who, as it appeareth in 
his obfervations, hath advifedlie feene into everie a6lion 
thereof: and becaufe I have often conferred with manie 
that were in the fame journey, verie nere upon everie par- 
ticular of his relation, and finde as much confirmed as I 
have received, I prefume to deliver it unto you for true and 
exafl. Howbeit, forafmuch as it came unto my hands 
with his earned requeft to referve it to myfelfe, I had 
almoft confented thereunto, had not the defire I have to 
reconcile the contrarietie of opinions that be held of that 
aftion, and to make it known what honour the caufe hath 
laid upon our whole nation, moovcd me to publifli the fame: 
whereof fith there may growe a greater benefit in publiquc 
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(for that nianie fliall partake thereof) than the pleafure can 
be to him in fmothering the labors he hath beftowed in 
fetting downe the Difcourfe, I doubt not but he, efteeming 
a common good before his private fancie, will pardon me 
herein. In the behalfe of whom, I befeech you to whofe 
view and reading the fame is offered, not fo curiouflie to 
looke upon the forme as upon the matter ; which I prefent 
unto you as he fent it, naked and unpoliflied. And you 
that were companions with him of the journey, if anie of 
you may thinke your felves not fully fatisfied in the report 
of your defervings, let me intreate you to excufe him ; in 
that he, indevouring to write thereof briefly for my par- 
ticular underftanding, did onely take notice of them who 
commaunded the fervices in chiefe, as being of greateft 
marke, and lay the blame upon me, who can by no meanes 
avoyd it : faving that, from the fault I have committed (if 
it be a fault), I hope there may fome good proceed. It 
hath fatisfied me in many things whereof I being ignorant, 
was led into an erronious conceipt of the matter and of the 
perfons : and I hope it fhall both confirme others who maie 
remaine doubtfull of either; and reforme them that, having 
been feduced, are become feftaries agaynft the fame. I will, 
therefore, commend the man and matter to your friendly 
cenfure, forbearing to notifie his name, leaft I might in- 
creafe mine offence againft him, and be nameleffe my felfe 
for other good confiderations : which I leave, friendly 
Reader, to thy beft conftruflion. 
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THE TRUE COPIE OF A LETTER, 

Sent from a Gentleman, who was in al the Services 

that were in the late Journey of Spaine 

and Portingall, to a friend of his. 

Although the defire of advancing my reputation caufed 
me to withftand the manie perfwafions you ufed to hold 
me at home, and the purfute of honorable aftions drew 
me (contrarie to your expeflation) to neglefl that advife, 
which in love I know you gave me, yet in refpeft of the 
manie affurances you have yeelded me of your kindeft 
friendfhip, I can not fufpeft that you wil either love or 
efteeme me the leffe at this my returne; and, therefore, will 
not omit any occafion which may make me appeare thank- 
full, or difcharge anie part of that dutie I owe you, which 
now is none other than to offer you a true difcourfe how 
thefe warres of Spaine and Portingall have paffed fince our 
going out of England the xviii of Aprill, till our returne, 
which was the firft of July. Wherein I wil (under your 
favourable pardon) for your further fatisfaflion, as well make 
relation of thofe reafons which confirmed me in my pur- 
pofe of going abroad, as of thefe accidents which have 
happened during our abode there ; thereby hoping to per- 
fwade you that no light fancie did draw me from the 
fruition of your deareft friendfhip, but an earneft defire, 
by following the warres to make my felfe more worthic of 
the fame. 
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6 A True Coppie of a Difcourfe, 

Having, therefore, determinately purpofed to put on the 
habit of a fouldiour, I grewe doubtfull whether to imploy 
my time in the warres of the Lowe Countreyes, which are 
in auxiliarie manner mainteined by her Majeftie, or to 
follow the fortune of this voyage, which was an adventure 
of her, and manie honourable perfonages, in revenge of un- 
fupportable wrongs offered unto the eftate of our countrey 
by the Caftilian king : in arguing whereof I finde, that by 
how much the challenger is reputed before the defendant, 
by fo much is this jorney to be preferred before thofe de- 
fenfive warres. For had the Duke of Parma his turne 
been to defend, as it was his good fortune to invade, from 
whence could have proceeded that glorious honor which 
thefe late warres have laid uppon him, or what could have 
been faid more of him than of a refpondent (though never 
fo valiant) in a private duell ? Even that he hath done no 
more than by his honour he was tied unto ; for the gaine 
of one towne, or anie fmall defeate, giveth more renowme 
to the affailant than the defence of a countrey, or the with- 
ftanding of twentie encounters, can yeeld any man who is 
bound by his place to gard the same : whereof as well the 
particulars of our age, efpecially in the Spaniard, as the 
reports of former hiftories may affure us, which have ftill 
laid the fame of all warres upon the invador. And do not 
ours in thefe daies live obfcured in Flanders, either not 
having wherewithal! to manage anie warre, or not putting 
on armes, but to defend themfelves when the enemie (hall 
procure them ? Whereas, in this ftiort time of our adven- 
ture, wee have wonne a towne by efcalade, battred and 
affaulted another, overthrowen a mightie princes power in 
the field, landed our armie in three fevcrall places of his 
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A True Coppie of a Difcourfc. 7 

kingdom, marched feaven daies in the hart of his countrey, 
lyen three nights in the fuburbes of his principall citie, 
beaten his forces into the gates thereof, and poffeffed two 
of his frontier forts, as fliall in difcourfe thereof more par- 
ticularly appeare : whereby I conclude that going with an 
invadour, and in fuch an aflion as everie daie giveth new 
experience I have much to vaunt of, that my fortune did 
either carrie me thither than into the warres of Flanders. 

Notwithftanding the vehement perfwafions you ufed with 
me to the contrarie, the ground whereof fithence you re- 
ceived them from others, you muft give me leave to ac- 
quaint you with the error you were lead into by them, who, 
labouring to bring the world into an opinion that it ftood 
more with the fafetie of our eftate to bend all our forces 
againft the Prince of Parma, than to foUowe this aftion, by 
looking into the true effe£ls of this journey, will judicially 
convince themfelves of miftaking the matter. For may the 
conqueft of thefe countreyes againft the Prince of Parma 
bee thought more eafie for us alone now, than the defence 
of them was xi years agoe, with the men and money of the 
Queene of England, the power of Monfieur of France ; the 
affiftance of the principall States of Germanic, and the 
nobilitie of their owne countrey ? Could not an armie of 
more than 20,000 horfe, and almoft 30,000 foote, beate Don 
John de Auftria out of the countrey, who was poffeffed of 
a very few frontier townes } And fliall it now be laid upon 
her Majefties fhoulders to remoove fo mightie an enimie, 
who hath left us but 3 whole parts of 17 unconquered } It 
is not a journey of a few months, nor an auxiliarie warre of 
few yeres, that can damnifie the King of Spaine in thofe 
places, where we fhall meete at everie 8 or 10 miles end with 
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a towne, which will coft more the winning than will pay 4 or 
5000 mens wages, where all the countrey is quartred by 
rivers, which have no paffage unfortefied, and where moft 
of the beft fouldiers of Chriftendome, that be on our ad- 
verfe partie, be in pencion. But our armie, which hath not 
coft her Majeftie much above the third part of one yeares 
expences in the Lowe Countries, hath alreadie fpoyled a 
great part of the provifion he had made at the Groyne of 
all forts for a newe voyage into England, burnt 3 of his 
fhips, whereof one was the fecond in the laft yeares expedi- 
tion, taken from him above 150 pieces of good artillarie, 
cut off more than 60 hulkes and 20 French (hips, well 
manned, fit and readie to ferve him for men of warre 
againft us, laden for his ftore with corne, viftualls, mafts, 
cables, and other merchandize ; flaine and taken the prin- 
cipall men of warre hee had in Galitia ; made Don Pedro 
Enriques de Gufman, Conde de Fuentes, Generall of his 
forces in Portingall, fhamefullie runne at Penieha ; laide 
along of his beft commanders in Lisbone ; and by thefe 
fewe adventures difcovered how eafilie her Majeftie may, 
without any great adventure, in fhort time pull the Tirant 
of the World upon his knees, as well by the difquieting his 
ufurpation of Portingall as without difficultie in keeping 
the commoditie of his Indies from him by fending an armie 
fo accomplifhed as may not be fubjefl to thofe extremities 
which we have endured, except he draw for thofe defences 
his forces out of the Lowe Countries, and disfurnish his 
garifons of Naples and Milan, which with fafetie of thofe 
places he may not doo. And yet by this meane shall 
rather be inforced thereunto, than by any force that can be 
ufed there againft him : wherefore I direftly conclude that 
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this proceeding is the moft fafe and neceffarie way to be 
held againft him, and, therefore, more importing than the 
warre in the Lowe Countries. 

Yet hath the journey {I know) been much mifliked by 
fome, who, either thinking too worthely of the Spaniards 
valour, too indifferently of his purpofes againft us, or too 
unworthely of them that undertooke this journey againft 
him, did thinke it a thing dangerous to encounter the 
Spaniard at his owne home, a thing needleffe to proceede 
by invafion againft him, a thing of too great moment for 
two fubjefts of their qualitie to undertake ; and, therefore, 
did not fo advance the beginnings, as though they hoped 
for any good fucceffe thereof. 

The chaunces of warres bee things moft uncertaine ; for 
what people foever undertake them, they are in deede but 
as chaftizements appointed by God for the one fide or the 
other. For which purpofe it hath pleafed him to give fome 
viflories to the Spaniards of late yeares againft fome 
whome he had in purpofe to ruine. But if we confider 
what warres they be that have made their name fo terrible, 
we fhall finde them to have been none other than againft 
the barbarous Moores, the naked Indians, and the unarmed 
Netherlanders, whofe yeelding rather to the name than aft 
of the Spaniards hath put them into fuch a conceipt of 
their mightines, as they have confiderately undertaken the 
conqueft of our monarchie, confifting of a people united, 
and alwaies held fufficientlie warlike ; againft whom what 
fucceffe their invincible armie had the laft yeare, as our 
very children can witnes, fo I doubt not but this voyage 
hath fufficiently made knowne what they are even upon 
their owne dounghill ; which, had it been fet out in fuch fort 
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as it was agreed uppon by their firft demaund, it might 
have made our nation the moft glorious people of the 
world. For hath not the want of 8 of the 12 peeces of 
artillerie, which was promifed unto the adventure, loft her 
Majeftie the pofleflion of the Groyne, and many other 
places, as hereafter fhall appeare, whofe defenfible rampiers 
were greater than our batterie (fuch as it was) cold force, 
and, therefore, were left unattempted. 

It was alfo refolved to have fent 600 Englifli horfe of the 
Lowe Countries, wherof we had not one, notwithftanding 
the great charges expended in their tranfportation hither ; 
and that may the armie affembled at Puente de Burgos 
thanke God of, as well as the forces of Portingall, who 
foreranne us fixe daies together. Did wee not want feaven 
of the thirteene old companies we fhould have had from 
thence } foure of the ten Dutch companies, and fixe of 
their men of warre for the fea from the Hollanders } which 
I may juftly fay we wanted in that we might have had fo 
many good fouldiers, fo many good fhippes, and fo many 
able bodies more than we had. 

Did there not, upon the firft thinking of the journey, 
divers gallant courtiers put in their names for adventurers 
to the fumme of io,ocx) li, who, feeing it went [not] forward 
in good earneft, advifed themfelves better, and laid the 
want of fo much money upon the journey } 

Was there not, moreover, a round fumme of the adven- 
ture fpent in levieng, furniftiing, and mainteyning three 
moneths 1 500 men for the fervice of Berghen ; with which 
companies the mutinies of Oftend was fupprefled, a fervice 
of no fmall moment } 

What miferie the detrafting of the time of our fetting 
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out, which (hould have.been the firft of Februarie, did lay 
upon us, too many can witneffe ; and what extremitie the 
want of that moneths viftualls which we did eate during 
the moneth we lay at Plimoth for a winde, might have 
driven us unto, no man can doubt of that knoweth what 
men doo live by, had not God given us in the end a more 
profperous winde and fhorter paflage into Galitia then hath 
been often feen, where our owne force and fortune revic- 
tualled us largely : of which crofle windes that held us two 
daies after our going out, the Generalls, being wearie, 
thruil to fea in the fame, wifely choofing rather to attend 
the change thereof there, than by being in harborough to 
loofe any part of the better when it fhould come, by having 
their men on (hoare : in which two daies 25 of our com- 
panies, fhipped in parte of the fleete, were fcattered from 
us, either not being able or willing to double Ufliant 

Thefe burthens laid upon our Generalls before their 
going out they have patiently endured, and thinke they 
have thereby much enlarged their honor ; for having done 
thus much with the want of our artillarie, 6c» horfe, 3000 
foote, 20,000 li of their adventure, and one moneths vic- 
tualls of their proportion, what may bee conjeflured they 
would have done with their full compliment ? 

For the loffe of our men at fea, fmce wee can lay it on 
none but the will of God, what can be faide more than that 
it is his pleafure to turne all thofe impediments to the 
honour of them againft whom they were intended ? and he 
will ftill fhew himfelfe the God of hoafts in dooing great 
things by them whome many have fought to obfcure : who, 
if they had let the aftion fal at the height thereof in 
refpedl of thofe defefts, which were fuch, efpecially for the 
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fervice at land, as would have made a mightie fubjefl 
ftoope under them. I doo not fee how any man could 
juftly have laid any reproach upon him who commanded 
the fame, but rather have lamented the iniquitie of this 
time, wherein men whom foreign countries have for their 
conduft in fervice worthily efteemed of, (hould not only 
in their owne countrey not be feconded in their honourable 
endevors, but mightily hindred, even to the impairing of 
their owne eftates, which moft willingly they have adven- 
tured for the good of their countries : whofe worth I will 
not valew by my report, lead I fhould feeme guiltie of flat- 
terie (which my foule abhorreth) and yet come (hort in the 
true meafure of their praife. 

Onely, for your inftrudlion, againft them who had almoft 
feduced you from the true opinion you ought to holde of 
fuch men, you fhall underfta^d that Generall Norris from 
his booke was trained up in the warres of the Admirall of 
France, and in veric young yeares had charge of men under 
the Erie of Effex in Ireland ; which with what commenda- 
tions he there difcharged, I leave to the reporte of them who 
obferved thofe fervices. Upon the breach betwixt Don 
John and the States, he was made Colonell Generall of all 
the Englifli forces there prefent or to come, which he con- 
tinued two yeares : hee was then made Marfhall of the 
field under Conte Hohenlo ; and after that Generall of the 
armie in Frifland. At his comming home, in the time of 
Monfier's governement in Flanders, hee was made Lord 
Prefident of Monfter, in Ireland, which he yet holdeth, 
from whence within one yeare he was fent for, and fent 
Generall of the Englifli forces her Majeftie then lent to the 
Lowe Countries ; which hee held till the Earle of Leicefters 
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going over. And hee was made Marfliall of the Field in 
England, the enemie being upon our coaft, and when it was 
expefted the crowne of England fhould have been tried by 
battaile. All which places of commandement, which never 
any Engli(h-man fucceffively attained unto in forraine 
warres, and the high places her Majeftie hath thought him 
worthie of may fuffice to perfwade you that he was not 
altogether unlikely to difcharge that which he undertooke. 

What fame Generall Drake hath gotten by his journey 
about the world, by his adventures in the Weft Indies, and 
the fcourges he hath laid upon the Spanifli nation, I leave 
to the Southerne parts to fpeake of, and referre you to the 
booke extant in our own language treating of the fame ; 
and befeech you, confidering the waightie matters they 
have in all the courfe of their lives with wonderful! reputa- 
tion managed, that you will efteemethem not well informed 
of their proceedings, that thinke them infufficient to paffe 
through that which they undertooke, efpeciallie having gone 
thus farre in the viewe of the world through fo many incom- 
brances, and difappointed thofe agreements which led them 
the rather to undertake the fervice. 

But it may be you wil thinke me herein either too much 
opiniated of the voiage, or conceited of the commanders, 
that labouring thus earneftly to advance the opinion of 
them both, have not fo much as touched any part of the 
misorders, weaknes, and wants, that have been amongft 
us, whereof they that returned did plentifuUie report. True 
it is, I have conceived a great opinion of the journey, and 
doo thinke honorably of the commanders ; for we finde in 
greateft antiquities that many commanders have been re- 
ceived home with triumph for leffe merite, and that our 
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owne countreyhath honoured men heretofore with admira- 
tion for adventures unequall to this : it might, therefore, in 
thofe daies have feemed fuperfluous to extend any mans 
commendations by particuler remembrances, for that then 
all men were readie to give everie man his due. But I 
holde it mod neceflarie in thefe daies, fithence everie vertue 
findeth her direft oppofit, and a6lions worthy of all memory 
are in danger to be envioufly obfcured to denounce the 
praifes of the a6lion and aftors to the full ; but yet no fur- 
ther than with fmceritie of truth, and not without grieving 
at the injurie of this time, wherin is enforced a neceflitie of 
apologies for thofe men and matters, which all former 
times were accuftomed to entertaine with the greateft ap- 
plaufe that might be. 

But to anfwere the reports which have been given out in 
reproch of the actors and action by fuch as were in the 
fame, let no man think otherwife but that they who, fear- 
ing the cafuall accidents of warre, had any purpofe of re- 
tourning, did firft advife of fome occafion that (hould moove 
them thereunto ; and having found any what fo ever did 
thinke it fufficiently juft, in refpect of the earneft defire 
they had to feeke out matter that might colour their com- 
niing home. 

Of thefe there were fome who, having noted the late 
Flemmifli warres, did finde that many young men have 
gone over and fafely retourned foldiers within fewe moneths 
in having learned fome words of art ufed in the warres, and 
thought, after that good example, to fpend like time 
amongft us ; which being expired, they began to quarrell at 
the great mortallitie that was amongft us. 

The neglect of difcipline in the armie, for that men were 
fuffered to be drunck with the plentie of wines. 
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The fcarfetie of furcjions. 

The want of carriages for the hurt and ficke ; and the 
penurie of victualls in the campe. 

Thereupon divining that there would be no good done ; 
and that, therefore, they could be content to lofe their time, 
and adventure to returne home againe. 

Thefe men have either conceived well of their owne wits 
(who, by obferving the paflages of the warre, were become 
fufficient foldiers in thefe fewe weeks) and did long to be at 
home, where their difcourfes might be Wondred at, or mifs- 
ing of their portegues and milrayes they dreamed on in 
Portingall, would rather returne to their former manner of 
life than attend the end of the journey. For, feeing that 
one hazard brought on another, and that though one 
efcaped the bullet this day it might light upon him to- 
morrow, the next day, or any day, and that the warre was 
not confined to any one place, but that everie place brought 
foorth new enemies, were glad to fee fome of the poore 
foldiers fall ficke, that they, fearing to be infefted by them, 
might juftly defire to goe home. 

Anfwere to The ficknes, I confeffe, was great, becaufe any 
thefirft. jg ^QQ much. But hath it been greater than is 
ordinarie amongft Engliflimen at their firfl entrance into 
the warres, whether foever they goe to want the fulnes of 
their fleih pots ? Have not ours decayed at al times in 
France with eating young fniites and drinking new wines } 
Have they not aboundantly periflied in the Lowe Countries 
with cold and rawnes of the ayre, even in their garrifons } 
Have there not more died in London in fixe moneths of 
the plague, than double our armie being at the ftrongeft } 
And could the Spanifh armie the lail yeare (who had all 
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provifions that could be thought on for an arniie, and tooke 
the fitted feafon of the yeare for our climate) avoide fick- 
nes amongft their foldiers ? May it then be thought that 
ours could efcape there, where they found inordinate heat 
of weather, and hot wines to diftemper them withal ? 

But can it bee, that wee have loft fo many as the com- 
mon fort perfwade themfelves we have ? It hath been 
proved, by ftrickt examinations of our mufters, that wee 
were never, in our fulnes before our going from Plymoth, 
1 1,000 foldiers, nor above 2500 mariners. It is alfo evident 
that there returned above 6000 of all forts, as appeareth by 
the feverall payments made to them fince our comming 
home. And I have truely fhowed you that of thefe number 
verie neare 3000 forfooke the armie at the fea, whereof 
fome paffed into France, and the reft returned home. So 
as wee, never being 13,000 in all, and having brought home 
above 6000 with us, you may fee how the world hath been 
feduced in beleeving that wee have loft 16,000 men by 
ficknes. 

Anfwere to To them that have made queftion of the govern- 
thefecond. ment of the warres (little knowing what apper- 
taineth therunto in that ther were fo many drunkards 
amongft us), I anfwer that in their government of fhires 
and pariflies — ^yea, in their verie housholdes — themfelves 
can hardly bridle their vaflalls from that vice. For we fee 
it a thing almoft impoflible, at any your fayres or pub- 
lique affemblies, to finde any quarter thereof fober, or in 
your townes any alepoles unfrequented : and we obferve 
that though any man, having any difordered perfons in their 
houfes, doe locke up their drinke and fet buttlers upon it, 
that they will yet either by indireft meanes fteale them- 
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felves drunke from their mafters tables, or runne abroad to 
feeke it. If, then, at home, in the eyes of your juftices, 
mayors, preachers, and mafters, and where they pay for 
everie pot they take, they cannot be kept from their liquor, 
doo they thinke that thofe bafe difordered perfons whome 
themfelves fent unto us, as living at home without rule, 
who hearing of wine doe long for it, as a daintie that their 
purfes could never reach in England, and having it there 
without money, even in their houfes where they lie and 
hold their guarde, thay can be kept from being drunk ? and, 
once drunk, held in any order or tune, except we had for 
everie drunckard an officer to attend him ? But who be they 
that have runne into thefe diforders ? Even our neweft 
men, our youngeft men, and our idleft men ; and, for the 
moft parte, our flovenly preft men, whome the juftices (who 
have alwaies thought unworthely of any warre) have fent 
us out as the fcumme and dregges of their countrey. And 
thofe were they who, diftempering themfelves with thefe 
hot wines, have brought in that ficknes which hath infefted 
honefter men than themfelves. But I hope (as in other 
places) the recoverie of their difeafes dooth acquaint their 
bodies with the ayre of the countries where they be, fo the 
remainder of thefe, which have either recovered or paft 
without ficknes, will proove moft fit for martiall exercifes. 
Anfwere to If we have wanted furgions, may not this rather 
the third. \y^ j^j j^ upon the captaines, who are to provide 
for their feverall companies, than upon the generalls, whofe 
care hath been more generall 1 And how may it be 
thought that everie captaine, upon whome moft of the 
charges of raifmg their companies was laid as an adven- 
ture, could provide themfelves of all things expedient for a 
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warre (which was alwaies wont to be maintained by the 
purfe of the prince). But admit everie captaine had his 
furgion, yet were the want of curing never the leffe^for our 
Englifh furgions (for the moft part) bee unexperienced in 
hurts that come by (hot, becaufe England hath not knowen 
warres but of late ; from whofe ignorance proceeded this 
difcomfort, which, I hope, will warne thofe that hereafter 
goe to the warres to make preparation of fuch as may 
better preferve mens lives by their (kill. 
Anfwere to From whence the want of carriages did proceed, 
the fourth. yQy ^ay conjeflure, in that we marched through a 
countrey niether plentiful of fuch provifions, nor willing to 
parte from any thing; yet this I can aflure you, that no 
man of worth was left either hurt or ficke in any place 
unprovided for; and that the generall commanded all the 
mules and affes that were laden with any baggage, to be un- 
burdened and taken to that ufe : and the Earle of Effex 
and hee for money hired men to carrie men upon pikes. 
And the Earle (whofe true vertue and nobilitie, as it dooth 
in all other his a6lions appeare, fo did it very much in this) 
threw his owne ftuffe — I meane apparrell and neceffaries — 
which he had there, from his owne carriages, and let them 
be left by the way, to put hurt and ficke men upon them : 
of whofe moft honorable defervings I (hall not neede here 
to make any particuler difcourfe, for that many of his 
aftions doo hereafter give me occafion to obferve the fame. 
Anfwere to And the great complaint that thefe men make 
the fifth. fQf the want of viftuals may well proceed from 
their not knowing the wants of the warre ; for if to feede 
upon good beeves, mutton and goats, be to want, they 
have indured great fcarcitie at land ; whereunto they never 
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wanted two dales together wine to mixe with their water, 
nor bread to eate with their meate (in fome quantitie), ex- 
cept it were fuch as had vowed rather to ftarve than to 
ftirre out of their places for food : of whom we had too 
manie, who, if their time had ferved for it, might have 
feene, in manie campes in the moft plentiful! countries of 
the world for vi6luals, men daylie die for want of bread 
and drink, in not having money to buy, nor the countrie 
yeelding anie good or health full water in anie place ; 
whereas both Spaine and Portingall do in everie place 
affoord the beft water that may be, and much more health- 
full than any wine for our drinking. 

And, although fome have moft injuriouflie exclaimed 
againfl: the fmall provifions of viftualls for the fea, rather 
grounding the fame uppon an evill that might have fallen 
than anie that did light uppon us, yet knowe you this* 
that there is no man fo forgetfull that will fay they wanted 
before they came to the Groyne ; that whofoever made not 
verie large provifions for himfelfe and his company at the 
Groyne was verie improvident, where was plentiful! ftore of 
wine, beefe, and fifh, and no man of place prohibited to 
laye in the fame into their fhippes: wherewith fome did fo 
furniih themfelves, as they did not onely in the journey 
fupplie the wants of fuch as were lefle provident than they, 
but in their return home made a round commoditie of the 
remainder thereof. And that at Cafcais there came in fuch 
ftore of provifions into the fleete out of England, as no man 
that would have ufed his diligence could have wanted his 
due proportion thereof : as might appeare by the remainder 
that was returned to Plymouth, and the plentiful! fale 
thereof made out of the merchants (hips after their com- 
ming into the Thames. 
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But lead I (hould feeme unto you too ftudious in con- 
futing idle opinions, or anfwering frivolous queftions, I will 
addreffe me to the true report of thofe a6lions that have 
pafled there ; wherein, I proteft, I will neither hide anie 
thing that hath happened againft us, nor attribute more to 
anie man or matter than the juft occafions therof leadeth 
unto ; wherein it (hall appeare that there hath been nothing 
left undone by the generalls which was before our going 
out undertaken by them, but that there hath been much 
more done than was at the firft required by Don Antonio, 
who (hould have reaped the fruite of our adventure. 

After 6 daies failing from the coaft of England, and the 
fift after we had the winde good, beeing the 20 of Auguft, 
in the evening we landed in a bay more than an Engli(h 
mile from the Groyne, in our long boates and pinnaces, 
without anie impeachment ; from whence we prefently 
marched toward the towne, within one halfe mile whereof 
we were encountred by the enemie, who, being charged by 
ours, retired into their gates. For that night our armie lay 
in the villages, houfes, and mills next adjoyning, and verie 
neare round about the towne ; into the which the galeon 
named Saint John (which was the fecond of the laft yeres 
fleete againft England), one hulk, two fmaller (hips, and 
two gallies, which were found in the rode, did beate upon 
us and upon our companies, as they pa(red to and fro, that 
night and the next morning. 

Generall Norris, having that morning, before day, viewed 
the towne, found the fame defended on the land fide (for it 
(landeth on the neck of an iland) with a wal upon a drie 
ditch : whereupon he refolved to trie in two places what 
might be done againft it by efcaladc^ and in the meane 
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time advifed for the landing of fome artillarie to beat upon 
the fliips and gallies, that they might not annoy us : which 
being put in execution, upon the planting of the firft peece 
the gallies abandoned the roade, and betooke them to 
FarroU, not farre from thence; and the Armado, being 
beaten with the artillery and mufketers that was placed 
upon the next (hoare, left her playing upon us. The reft 
of the day was fpent in preparing the companies, and other 
provifions readie for the furprife of the bafe towne, which 
was effefted in this fort. 

There were appointed to be landed 1200 men, under the 
conduft of Colonell Huntley and Captaine Fenner, the 
Vizeadmirall, on that fide next fronting us, by water, in 
long boates and pynnifes, wherein were placed manie 
peeces of artillarie to beate upon the towne in their ap- 
proach. At the corner of the wall which defended the 
other water fide, were appointed Captain Richard Wing- 
feild, Lieutenant Colonell to Generall Norris, and Captaine 
Sampfon, Lieutenant Colonell to Generall Drake, to enter 
at lowe water with 500 men, if they found it paiTable; but, 
if not, to betake them to the efcaladcy for they had alfo lad- 
ders with them ; at the other corner of the wall, which 
joyned to that fide that was attempted by water, were ap- 
pointed Colonell Umpton and Colonell Brett, with 300 
men, to enter by efcalade. All the companies which fhould 
enter by boate being imbarked before the lowe water, and 
having given the alarme, Captaine Wingfeild and Captaine 
Sampfon betooke them to the efcalade, for they had in com- 
mandement to charge all at one inftant The boates landed 
without anie great difficultie, yet had they fome men hurt 
in the landing. Colonel Bret and Col. Umpton entred 
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their quarter without encounter, not finding any defence 
made againft them ; for Captain Hinder, being one of them 
that entred by water, at his firft entrie (with fome of his 
owne companie, whom he trufted well, betooke himfelfe to 
that part of the wall, which he cleered before that they 
offered to enter, and fo ftill fcoured the wall) till he came 
on the backe of them who mainteined the fight againft 
Capteine Wingfeild and Captaine Sampfon, who were twice 
beaten from their ladders, and found verie good refiftance, 
till the enemies, perceiving ours entred in two places at 
their backs, were driven to abandon the fame. The reafon 
why that place was longer defended than the other is (as 
Don Juan de Luna, who commanded the fame, affirmeth) 
that the enemy that day had refolved in councel how to 
make their defences, if they were approached ; and therein 
concluded that if we attempted it by water, that it was not 
to be helde ; and, therefore, on the difcoverie of our boates, 
they of the high towne fliould make a fignall by fier from 
thence, that al the low towne might make their retreate 
thither : but they (whither troubled with the fodaine terror 
we brought upon them, or forgetting their decree) omitted 
the fier, which made them gard that place till wee were 
entred on everie fide. 

Then, the towne being entred in three feverall places with 
an huge crie, the inhabitants betooke them to the high 
towne, which they might with leffe perrill doe, for that ours, 
being ftrangers ther, knew not the way to cut them of. The 
reft that were not put to the fword in furie fled to the 
rockes in the iland, and hid themfelves in chambers and 
fellers, which were everie day found out in great numbers. 

Amongft thofe Don Juan de Luna, a man of verie good 
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commandement, having hidden himfelfe in a houfe, did the 
next morning yeeld himfelfe. 

There was alfo taken that night a Commiffarie of vittels, 
called Juan de Vera, who confeffed that there were in the 
Groyne at our entrie 500 foldiers, being in feaven com- 
panies, which returned verie weake (as appeareth by the 
fmall numbers of them) from the journey of England, 
namely : 

Under Don Juan deluna. 

Don Diego Barran, a baftard fonne of the Marques of 
Santa Chroche : his companie was that night in the galeon. 

Don Antonio de Herera, then at Madrill. 

Don Pedro de Mauriques, brother to the Earle of Paxides. 

Don Jeronimo de Mourray, of the order of Saint Juan, 
with fome of the towne, were in the fort 

Don Gomer de Caramafal, then at Madrill. 

Captaine Moufon, Caucafo de Socas. 

Alfo, there came in that day of our landing, from Re- 
tanzas, the companies of Don Juan de Mofalle, and Don 
Petro poure de Leon. 

Alfo, hee faith that there was order given for baking of 
300,0CXD of bifquet, fome in Batancas, fome in Rivadea, and 
the reft there. 

There was then in the towne 2000 pipes of wine, and an 
1 50 in the (hips. 

That there was lately come unto the Marquis of Seralba 
300,000 ducats. 

That there was 1000 jarres of oyle. 

A greate quantitie of beanes, peafe, wheate, and fifli. 

That there was 3000 quintells of beefe. 

And that not twenty dayes before there came in three 
barques, laden with match and harquebufes. 
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Some others alfo found favour to bee taken prifoners; but 
the reft, falling into the hands of the common foldiers, had 
their throates cut, to the number of 500, as I conje6lure, 
firft and laft, after wee had entred the towne ; and in the 
enteric thereof there was found everie celler full of wine, 
whereon our men, by inordinate drinking, both grewe 
themfelves, for the prefent, fenceles of the danger of the fhot 
of the towne, which hurt many of them, being drunke, and 
tooke the firft ground of their ficknes, for of fuch was our 
firft and chiefeft mortalitie. There was alfo aboundant 
ftore of viflualls, falte and all kinde of provifion for (hip- 
ping and the warre ; which was confeffed by the faid Com- 
miflarie of vifluals, taken there, to be the beginning of a 
magafin of all forts of provifion for a new voiage into En- 
gland : whereby you may conjefture what the fpoile thereof 
hath advantaged us, and prejudiced the King of Spaine. 

The next morning, about eight of the clocke, the enemie 
abandoned their fhippes; and, having overcharged the 
artillarie of the gallion, left her on fier, which burnt in ter- 
rible fort two daies together, the fier and overcharging of 
the peeces being fo great, as of 50 that were in her, ther 
wer not above 16 taken out whole ; the reft, with overcharge 
of the pouder, being broken and molten with heat of the 
fire, was taken out in broken peeces into divers (hippes. 
The fame day was the Cloifter on the fouth fide of the 
towne entered by us, which joyned very neare to the wall 
of the towne, out of the chambers and other places whereof 
wee beate into the fame with our mufquetiers. 

The next day, in the afternoone, there came downe fome 
2000 men, gathered together out of the countrie, even to 
the gates of the towne, as refolutlie (led by what fpirit I 
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knowe not) as though they would have entered the fame : 
but at the firft defence made by ours that had the gard 
there, wherein were flaine about eighteene of theirs, they 
tooke them to their heeles in the fame diforder they made 
their approach, and with greater fpeede than ours were able 
to followe. Notwithftanding, we followed after them more 
than a mile. The fecond day, Col. Huntley was fent into 
the countrie with three or foure hundred men, who brought 
home verie great ftore of cowes and (heepe for our reliefe. 

The third day, in the night, the generall had in purpofe 
to take a long munition houfe, builded upon their wall, 
opening towards us, which would have given us great ad- 
vauntage againft them ; but they, knowing the commoditie 
thereof for us, burnt it in the beginning of the evening : 
which put him to a new councell, for he had likewife 
brought fome artillarie to that fide of the towne. During 
this time there happened a verie great fire in the lower end 
of the towne ; which had it not been, by the care of the 
generals, heedilie feen unto, and the furie thereof prevented 
by pulling downe many houfes which were moft in danger, 
as next unto them, had burnt all the provifions we found 
there, to our wonderfuU hinderance. 

The 4 day were planted, under the garde of the Cloyfter, 
two demie canons and two culverings againft the towne, 
defended or gabioned with a croffe wall, through the which 
our batterie lay ; the firft and fecond tyre whereof fhooke 
al the wall downe, fo as the ordnance lay al open to the 
enemie; by reafon whereof fome of the canoniers were ihot 
and fome flaine. The Lieutenant, alfo, of the ordnance, 
Mafter Spencer, was flaine faft by Sir Edward Norris, 
Mafter thereof ; whofe valour being accompanied with an 
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honorable care of defending that truft committed unto 
him, he never left that place till he received direftion from 
the Generall, his brother, to ceafe the batterie, which hee 
prefently did, leaving a guard upon the fame for that day ; 
and, in the night following, made fo good a defence for the 
place of the batterie, as after there were verie fewe or none 
annoyed them. That day, Captain Goodwin had in com- 
mandement from the General that, when the aflault ftiould 
be given to the towne, he fhould make a profer of an efca- 
lade on the other fide, where hee held his guard ; but he 
(miftaking the fignall that (hould have been given) at- 
tempted the fame long before the aflault, and was (hot in 
the mouth. The fame day, the Generall, having planted 
his ordenance readie to batter, caufed the towne to be fom- 
moned ; in which fommons they of the towne fliot at our 
drum. Immediately after that, there was one hanged over 
the wall, and a parley defired, wherein they gave us to 
underftand, that the man hanged was he that ihot at the 
drum before; wherein, alfo, they intreated to have faire 
warres, with promife of the fame on their parts : the reft of 
the parley was fpent in talking of Don Juan de Luna, and 
fome other prifoners, and fomewhat of the rendring of the 
towne ; but not much, for they liftened not greatly there- 
unto. 

Generall Norris having, by his fkilfuU viewe of the towne 
(which is almoft feated upon a rocke) found one place 
thereof myneable, and did prefently fet workmen in hand 
withal, who, after 3 daies labor (and the feventh after wee 
were entred the bafe towne) had bedded their powder, but, 
indeed, not farre inough into the wall. Agaynft which 
time, the breach made by the cannon being thought aflault- 
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able, and companies appoynted as wel to enter the fame, 
as that which was expefled fhould be blowen up by the 
myne; namely, to that of the cannon, Captaine Richard 
Wingfeild, and Captaine Philpot, who lead the Generalls 
foote companie ; with whom, alfo, Captaine Yorke went, 
whofe principall commandment was over the horfmen. 
And to that of the myne, Captaine John Sampfon and 
Captaine Anthonie Wingfeild, Lieutenant Colonell to the 
Mafter of the Ordinance, with certain felefted out of divers 
regiments. All thefe companies being in armes, and the 
aflault intended to be given in all places at an inftant, fier 
was put to the train of the myne ; but by reafon the pow- 
der brake out backwards, in a place where the cave was 
made too high, there could be nothing done in either place 
for that day. During this time, Captaine Hinder was fent, 
with fome chofen out of everie companie, into the countrie 
for provifions, whereof hee brought in good ftore, and re- 
turned without loffe. 

The next day, Captaine Anthonie Sampfon was fent out, 
with fome 500, to fetch in provifions for the armie, who 
was encountred by them of the countrie ; but he put them 
to flight, and returned with good fpoyle. The fame night, 
the myners were fet to worke againe ; who, by the fecond 
day after, had wrought verie wel into the foundation of the 
wall. Againft which time, the companies aforefaid being 
in readines for both places (Generall Drake on the other 
fide, with 2 or 300 men in pinnaces, making profer to 
attempt a ftrong fort upon an iland before the towne, where 
he left more than 30 men), fier was given to the trayne of 
the myne, which blewe up halfe the tower under which the 
powder was planted. The aflfailants having in charge, upon 
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the effefling of the myne, prefently to give the aflault, 
which they did accordingly, but too foone; for, having 
entred the top of the breach, the other halfe of the tower, 
which by the firft force of the powder was onely fhaken 
and made loofe, fell uppon our men, under which were 
buried about 20 or 30, then being under that part of the 
tower. This fo amazed our men that ftood in the breach, 
not knowing from whence that terror came, as they for- 
fooke their commanders, and left them among the ruines of 
the myne. The two enfignes of Generall Drake and Cap- 
taine Anthonie Wingfeild were fhot in the breach, but their 
colours were refcued, the General's by Captaine Sampfon's 
Lieutenant, and Captaine Wingfeild's by himfclfe. Amongft 
them that the wall fell upon was Captaine Sydnam, piti- 
fully loft; who, having three or foure great ftones upon 
his lower parts, was helde fo faft, as neither himfelfe could 
ftirre, nor anie reafonable companie recover him. Notwith- 
ftanding, the next day, being found to be alive, ther was 10 
or 12 loft in attempting to relieve him. 

The breach made by the cannon was wonderful wel 
affaulted by them that had the charge thereof, who brought 
their men to the pufli of the pike at the top of the breach ; 
and being readie to enter, the loofe earth (which was, in- 
deede, but the rubbifti of the outfide wall) with the weight 
of them that were thereon flipped outwards from under 
their feete ; whereby did appeare halfe the wal unbattered : 
for let no man thinke that culverine or demie cannon can 
fufficiently batter a defenfible rampier ; and of thofe peeces 
we had, the better of the demi canons, at the fecond (hot, 
brake in her carriages, fo as the battrie was of leffe force, 
being but of three pieces. 
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In our retreat (which was from both the breaches 
thorowe a narrowe lane) were many of our men hurt ; 
and Captaine Dolphin, who ferved verie well that day, was 
hurt in the verie breach. The failing of this attempt, in 
the opinion of all the beholders, and of fuch as were of beft 
judgement, was the fall of the myne; which had doubtlefle 
fucceeded, the rather the approach was unlooked for by the 
enemie at that place, and, therefore, not fo much defepce 
was made there as in the other. Which made the Generall 
grow to a new refolution ; for, finding that two dayes bat- 
terie had fo little beaten their wall, and that he had no 
better preparation to batter withall, he knewe in his expe- 
rience there was no good to be done that way : which, I 
thinke, he firft put in proofe to trie if by terror he could 
get the upper towne, having no other way to put it in 
hazard fo fpeedelie, and which, in my confcience, had ob- 
tained the towne, had not the defendants been in as great 
perill of their lives by the difpleafure of their King in 
giving it up, as by the bullet or fword in defending the 
fame. For that day, before the affault, in the view of our 
armie, they burnt a cloyfter within the towne, and manie 
other houfes adjoyning the caftle, to make it the more 
defcnfible : whereby it appeared how little opinion them- 
felves had of holding it againft us, had not God (who would 
not have us fodainly made proud) laid that misfortune 
upon us. 

Hereby it may appeare, that the foure cannons and 
other pieces of batterie promifed to the journey, and not 
performed, might have made her Majeftie miftres of the 
Groyne ; for, though the myne were infortunate, yet, if the 
other breach had been fuch as the earth would have helde 
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our men thereon, I doo not thinkc but they had entred it 
throughly at the firft affault given, which had been more 
than I have heard of in our age; and being as it was, is 
no more than the Prince of Parma hath, in winning of all 
his townes, endured, who never entred anie place at the firft 
affault, nor above three by affault. 

The next day, the Generall hearing, by a prifoner that 
was brought in, that the Conde de Andrada had affembled 
an army of 8ocx) at Puente de Burgos, fixe miles from 
thence on the way to Petance, which was but the beginning 
of an armie, in that there was a greater leavie redie to 
come thether under the Conde de Altemira, either in pur- 
pofe to relieve the Groyne, or to encamp themfelves neere 
the place of our embarking, there to hinder the fame : for 
to that purpofe had the Marques of Seralba written to 
them both the firft night of our landing, as the Commis- 
sarie taken then confeffed, or, at the leaft, to ftop our fur- 
ther entrance into the countrey (for during this time there 
were many incurfions made, of three or foure hundred at a 
time, who burnt, fpoyled, and brought in viftualls plenti- 
fuUie). The Generall, I fay, hearing of this armie, had in 
purpofe the next day following to vifite them, againft 
whom he carried but nine regiments : in the vangard were 
the regiment of Sir Roger Williams, Sir Edward Norris, 
and Colonell Sidney : in the battaile, that of the Generall, 
of Colonell Lane, and Colonell Medkirk ; and in the rere- 
ward Sir Henrie Norris, Colonell Huntley, and Colonell 
Bret's regiments; leaving the other five regiments with 
Generall Drake for the garde of the Cloyfter and artillarie. 

About tenne of the clocke the next day, being the fixt 
of May, halfe a mile from the camp wee difcovered the 
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enemie. Sir Edward Norris, who commanded the vangard 
in chiefe, appoynted his Lieutenant Colonell, Captaine 
Anthonie Wingfeild, to command the (hot of the fame, who 
devided them into three troupes : the one he appoynted to 
Captaine Middleton to be conduced in a way on the left 
hand ; another to Captaine Etherington to take the way on 
the right hand ; and the bodie of them (which were mus- 
ketters) Captaine Wingfeild tooke himfelfe, keeping the 
direfl way of the march. But the way taken by Captaine 
Middleton met a little before with the way helde by Cap- 
taine Wingfeild ; fo, as he giving the firft charge upon the 
enemie, was in the inftant feconded by Captaine Wing- 
feild. who beate them from place to place (they having 
verie good places of defence, and croffe walls, which they 
might have held long) till they betooke them to their 
bridge, which is over a creek comming out of the fea, 
builded of (lone upon arches ; on the foote of the further 
fide whereof lay the campe of the enemie, verie ftronglie 
entrenched, who with our fliot beaten to the further end of 
the bridge. Sir Edward Norris, marching in the poynt of 
the pikes, without (lay pa(red to the bridge, accompanied 
by Colonell Sidney, Captaine Hinder, Captaine Fulford, 
and divers others; who found the way cleere over the fame, 
but through an incredible volie of (hot, for that the (hot of 
their armie flanked upon both fides of the bridge, the fur- 
ther end whereof was barricaded with barrells ; but they, 
who ihould have garded the fame, feeing the proude ap- 
proach wee made, forfooke the defence of the barricade, 
where Sir Edward entered, and charging the fird defendant 
with his pike, with verie earnednes in over-thruding, fell, 
and was grievioufly hurt at the fword in the head, but was 
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moft honourablie refcued by the Generall, his brother, ac- 
companied with Colonell Sidney, and fome other gentle- 
men : Captaine Hinder, alfo, having his cafke (hot off, had 
five wounds in the head and face at the fword ; and Cap- 
taine Fulford was (hot into the left arme at the fame 
counter : yet were they fo throughlie feconded by the 
Generall, who thruft himfelf fo neere to give incourage- 
ment to the attempt (which was of wonderfull difficultie) 
as their braveft men that defended that place being over- 
throwne, their whole armie fell prefentlie into route, of 
whom our men had the chafe three miles, in foure fondrie 
waies which they betooke themfelves unto. 

There was taken the ftandard, with the King's armes, 
and borne before the Generall. How many two thoufand 
men (for of fo many confided our vangard) might kill in 
purfuit of the 4 fundrie partees, fo many you may imagine 
fell before us that day: and to make the number more 
great, our men, having given over the execution, and re- 
turning to their ftands, found many hidden in the vineyards 
and hedges, which they difpatched. Alfo Colonell Med- 
kerk was fent with his regiment three miles further to a 
Cloyfter, which he burnt and fpoyled, wherein he found two 
hundred more, and put them to the fword. There were 
flaine in this fight on our fide onlie Captaine Cooper, and 
one private fouldier : Captaine Barton was alfo hurt uppon 
the bridge in the. eye. But had you feene the ftrong barri- 
cades they had made on either fide of the bridge, and how 
ftrongly they lay encamped thereabouts, you would have 
thought it a rare refolution of ours to give fo brave a 
charge upon an armie fo ftrongly lodged. After the furie 
of the execution, the Generall fent the vangard one way. 
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and the battell another, to burne and fpoyle ; fo that you 
might have feen the countrie more than three miles com- 
paffe on fire. There was found verie good ftore of muni- 
tion and viftuals in the campe, fome plate and rich apparell, 
which the better fort left behind, they were fo hotlie pur- 
fued. Our failors alfo landed in an iland next adjoyning 
our (hippes, where they burnt and fpoyled all they found. 
Thus we returned to the Groyne, bringing fmall comfort to 
the enemie within the fame, who (hot many times at us as 
we marched out, but not once in our comming backe 
againe. 

The next day was fpent in (hipping our artillarie landed 
for the batterie,and of the reft taken at the Groyne; which, 
had it been fuch as might have given any aiTurance of a 
better batterie, or had there been no other purpofe of our 
journey but that, I thinke the Generall would have fpent 
fome more time in the fi^e of the place. 

The two laft nights there were that undertooke to lire 
the higher towne in one place, where the houfes were 
builded upon the wall by the water fide ; but they within, 
fufpe£ling as much, made fo good defence againft us as 
they prevented the fame. In our departure, there was fire 
put into everie houfe of the lowe towne, in fomuch as I 
may juftlie fay there was not one houfe left ftanding in the 
bafe towne or the Cloyfter. 

The next day, being the eight of May, wee embarked 
our armie, without lofTe of a man, which (had we not beaten 
the enemie at Puente de Burgos) had been impoflTible to 
have done ; for that, without doubt, they would have at- 
tempted fomething againft us in our imbarking, as appeared 
by the report of the Commiffarie aforefayd, who confeffed 
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that the firft night of our landing, the Marques of Seralba 
writ to the Conde de Altemira, the Conde de Andrada, and 
to Terneis de Santiffo, to bring all the forces againft us 
that they could poffiblie raife, thinking no way fo good to 
affure that place as to bring an armie thether; wherewithal! 
they might either befiege us in their bafe towne, if we fhould 
get it, or to lie betweene us and our place of embarking, to 
fight with us upon the advantage, for they had above 15,000 
fouldiers under their commandements. 

After wee had put from thence, wee had the winde fo 
contrarie, as wee could not under nine daies recover the 
Burlings ; in which paffage, on the 13 day, the Earle of 
Effex, and with him Mafter Walter Devereux, his brother 
(a gentleman of wonderful great hope), Sir Roger Wil- 
liams, Colonell Generall of the foot men, Sir Philip Butler, 
who hath alwaies been moft inward with him, and Sir Ed- 
ward Wingfeild, came into the fleete. The Earle, having 
put himfelfe into the journey againft the opinion of the 
world, and, as it feemed, to the hazard of his great fortune, 
though to the great advancement of his reputation, (for, as 
the honorable carriage of himfelfe towards all men doth 
make him highlie efteemed at home, fo did his exceeding 
forwardnes in all fervices make him to be wondered at 
amongft us) who, I fay, put off in the fame winde from 
Falmouth, that wee left Plymouth in ; where he lay, be- 
caufe he would avoide the importunitie of meffengers that 
were daylie fent for his returne, and fome other caufes 
more fecret to himfelfe, not knowing (as it feemed) what 
place the Generals purpofed to land in, had been as farre 
as Cales in Andalofia, and lay up and downe about the 
South Cape, where he tooke fome (hips laden with corne, 
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artd brought them unto the fleete. Alfo, in his returne 
from thence to meete with our fleete, he fell [in] with the 
Hands of Bayon; and on that fide of the river which 
Cannas ftandeth upon, he, with Sir Roger Williams, and 
thofe gentlemen that were with him, went on fliore with 
fome men out of the fhip he was in, whom the enemie 
that held gard upon the coafl would not abide, but fled up 
the country. 

After his comming into the fleet (to the great rejoycing 
of us all), he demaunded of the Generals that, after our 
armie fhould come on fliore, he might alwaies have the 
•leading of the vantgard, which they eafilie yeelded unto, 
and, being defirous to fatisfie him in all things, but efpe- 
cially in matters fo much tending to his honor as this did ; 
fo as, in the time from our firft landing in Portingall, he 
alwaies marched in the poynt of the vangard, accompanied 
with Sir Roger Williams (except when the neceflitie of the 
place hee held) called him to other fervices. 

The 16 day we landed at Penicha, in Portingall, under 
the fliot of the Cafl:le, and above the waft in water, more 
than a mile from the towne, wherin were many in peril of 
drowning, by reafon the wind was great and the fea went 
high, which overthrew one boat, wherin 25 of Captaine 
Dolphin's men periftied. The enemie, being five com- 
panies of Spanyards under the commaundcment of the 
Conde de Fuentes, fallied out of the towne againft us, and 
in our landing made their approach clofe to the water fide. 
But the Earle of Eflex, with Sir Roger Williams and his 
brother, having landed fuflicient number to make 2 troups, 
left one to hold the way by the water fide, and led the 
other over the fandhils ; which the enemy feeing, drew 
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theirs Hkewife further into the land, not, as we conjeftured, 
to encounter us, but to make their fpeedie paffage away : 
notwithftanding, they did it in fuch fort as, being charged 
by ours which were fent out by the Colonell Generall 
under Captaine Jacfon, they ftood the fame even to the 
pu(h of the pike ; in which charge, at the pufli, Captaine 
Robert Piew was flaine. The enemie being fled further 
than we had reafon to follow them, al our companies were 
drawn to the town ; which, being unfortified in any place, 
we found undefended by anie man againft us. And, there- 
fore, the Generall caufed the Caftle to be fommoned that 
night ; which, being abandoned by him that commaunded 
it, a Portingall, named Antonio de Aurid being poflefled 
thereof, defired but to be aflured that Don Antonio was 
landed, where upon he would deliver the fame, which he 
honeftly performed. There was taken out of the caftle 
ICO (hot and pikes, which Don Emanuel fumiflied his Por- 
tingalls withall, and 20 barrels of powder ; fo, as poflcfling 
both the towne and the caftle, we refted there one day; 
wherin fome friers, and other poore men, came unto their 
newe King, promifing, in the name of their countrie next 
adjoyning, that within two days he ftiould have a good 
fupplie of horfe and foote for his afliftance. That day we 
remained there the Generals company of horfes were un- 
fhipped. 

The Generals having there refolved that the armie ftiould 
march overland to Lisbone, under the condufl of Generall 
Norris, and that General Drake ftiould meet him in the river 
thereof with the fleete ; that there ftiould be one company 
of foote left in gard of the caftle, and 6 of the ftiippes ; 
alfo that the ficke and hurt fliould remaine there, with pro- 
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vifions for their cures. The General, to trie the event of 
the matter by expedition, the next day began to march on 
this fort: his owne regiment and the regiments of Sir 
Roger Williams, Sir Henrie Norris, Colonel Lane, and 
Colonel Medkirk, in the vangard : General Drake, Colonel 
Devereux, S. Edward Norris, and Colonel Sidneis, in the 
battaile : S. James Hales, Sir Edward Wingfeild, Colonell 
Umptons, Colonell Huntleis, and Colonell Brets, in the 
arrereward. By that time our armie was thus marflialled, 
General Drake, who, though he were to paffe by fea, yet to 
make known the honorable defire he had of taking equal 
part of al fortunes with us, ftood upon the afcent of an hil 
by the which our battalions muft of neceflitie march, and 
with a pleafmg kindnes tooke his leave feverally of the 
commaunders of everie regiment, wifhing us al happy fuc- 
ceffe in our journey over the land, with a conftant promife 
that he would, if the injury of the wether did not hinder 
him, meet us in the river of Lisbone with our fleete. The 
want of carriages the firft day was fuch as they were en- 
forced to Carrie their munition upon mens backes, which 
was the next, day remedied. 

In this march, Captaine Crifpe, the Provoft Marfliall, 
caufed one who (contrarie to the proclamation publiihed at 
our arrivall in Portingall) had broken up a houfe for 
pillage, to be hanged, with the caufe of his death upon his 
bread, in the place where the a£l was committed ; which 
good example, providentUe given in the beginning of our 
march, caufed the commandement to be more refpeflivelie 
regarded all the journey after by them whom feare of 
punifhment doth onelie hold within compafTe. The camp 
lodged that night at Lorignia : the next day we had intelli- 
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g€nce al the way, that the enemie had made head of horfe 
and foote againil us at Toras Vedras, which wee thought 
they would have held ; but comming thither the feconde 
day of our march, not two hours before our vangarde came 
in, they lefte the towne and caftle to the poffeffion of Don 
Antonio. 

There began the greateft want we had of vi£lualls, efpe- 
ciallie of bread, upon a commandement given from the 
Generall, that no man (hould fpoyle the countrey, or take 
anie thing from anie Portingal : which was more refpec- 
tively obferved than, I thinke, would have been in our 
owne countrey, amongft our owne friends and kindred : but 
the countrey (contrarie to promife) having neglefted the 
provifion of viflualls for us, whereby we were driven for 
that time into a great fcarcitie. Which moved the Colo- 
nell Generall to call al the Colonels together, and with 
them to advife for fome better courfe for our people : who 
thought it beft firft to advertife the King what neceflitie 
we were in, before we fhuld of our felves alter the firft infti- 
tution of abftinence: the Colonell General having ac- 
quainted the Generall herewith, with his very good allow- 
ance therof, went to the King ; who, after fome expoftula- 
tions ufed, tooke the more carefuU order for our men ; and 
after that our armie was more plentifully relieved. 

The third daye wee lodged our armie in three fundrie 
villages, the one battalion lying in Enchara de los Cava- 
liers, another in Enchara de los Obifpos, and the third in 
San Sebaftians. 

Captaine Yorke, who commanded the Generals horfe 
companie, in this march made triall of the valour of the 
horfmen of the enemie ; who, by one of his corporalls, 
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charged with 8 horfes through 40 of them, and himfelfe 
through more than 200 with fome 40 horfe, who would 
abide him no longer than they could make way from him. 

The next day we marched to Loris, and had divers in- 
telligences that the enemie would tarrie us there ; for the 
Cardinall had made publique promife to them of Lisbone 
that he would fight with us in that place ; which hee might 
have done advantageouflie, for we had a bridge to paffe 
over in the fame place ; but, before our comming, hee dis- 
lodged, notwithftanding it appeared unto us that hee had 
in purpofe to encampe there : for wee found the ground 
(laked out where their trenches (hould have been made ; 
and their horfmen, with fome few fhot, fhewed themfelves 
upon a hill at our comming into that village. Whom Sir 
Henrie Norris (whofe regiment had the poynt of the van- 
gard) thought to draw unto fome fight, and therefore 
marched, without found of drum, and fomewhat fafter than 
ordinarie, thereby get neere them before hee were dis- 
covered ; for he was (hadowed from them by an hill that 
was betweene him and them : but before he could draw his 
companies anie thing neere, they retired. 

Generall Drakes regiment that night, for the commoditie 
of good lodging, drewe themfelves into a village more than 
one Englifh mile from thence, and neare the enemie ; who, 
not daring to doo anie thing againfl us in foure daies before, 
tooke that occafion, and in the next morning fell downe 
upon the regiment, crying Viva el Key Don Antonio! which 
was a general falutation thorough all the countrey as they 
came: whom our young fouldiers (though it were upon 
their guard, and before the watch were difcharged) began 
to cntertaine kindly, but, having got within their guard, 
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they fell to cut their throates : but the alarnie being taken 
inwards, the officers of the two next companies, whofe 
captaines (Captaine Sydnam and Captaine Young) were 
lately dead at the Groyne, brought down their colours and 
pikes upon them in fo refolute a manner, as they prefently 
drave them to retyre with loffe : they killed of ours, at their 
firft entrance, 14. and hurt fixe or feaven. 

The next day we lodged at Alvelana, within three miles 
of Lisbone, where many of our fouldiers, drinking in two 
places of (landing waters by the waie, were poyfoned, and 
thereon prefently died : fome doo thinke it came rather by 
eating of honnie, which they found in the houfes plentifully. 
But, whether it were by water or by honnie, the poore men 
were poyfoned. 

That night the Earle of Effex and Sir Roger Williams 
went out about eleven of the clock, with 1000 men, to lye 
in ambufcade neere the towne ; and, having layd the fame 
very neere, fent fome to give the alarm unto the enemie: 
which was well performed by them that had the charge 
thereof, but the enemie refufed to iffue after them, fo as the 
Earle returned as foone as it was light without dooing anie 
thing, though he had in purpofe, and was readie to have 
given an honourable chardge on them. 

The 25 of May, in the evening, we came to the fuburbes 
of Lisbone ; at the verie entrance whereof Sir Roger Wil- 
liams, calling Captain Anthony Wingfield with him, tooke 
thirtee (hot, or thereabouts, and firft fcoured al the ftreetes 
till they came verie neare the towne : where they found 
none but olde folkes and beggers, crying Viva el Rey Don 
Antonio! and the houfes (hut up; for they had carried 
much of their wealth into the towne, and had fired fome 
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houfes by the water fide ful of corne and other provifions 
of viftualls, lead we (hould be benefited thereby, but yet 
left behinde them great riches in manie houfes. 

The foure regiments that had the vangard that day, 
which were Colonell Devereux, Sir Edward Norris, Colo- 
nell Sydneys, and General Drakes, whome I name as they 
marched, the Colonell Generall caufed to holde guard in 
neareft ftreates of the fuburbes. The battaile and the 
arrierward ftood in armes al the night in the field neare to 
Alcantara. Before morning, Captaine Wingfield, by direc- 
tion from the Colonell General, Sir Roger Williams, helde 
guard with Sir Edward Norris his regiment in three places 
verie neere the towne wal, and fo helde the fame till the 
other regiments came in the morning. About midnight, 
they within the towne burnt all their houfes that ftoode 
upon their wall, either within or without, leaft we, poffefling 
them, might thereby greatly have annoyed the towne. 

The next morning Sir Roger Williams attempted (but 
not without perill) to take a church called S. Antonio, which 
joyned to the wall of the towne, and would have been a 
verie evill neighbour to the towne ; but the enemie, having 
more eafie entrie into it than wee, gained it before us. The 
reft of that morning was fpent in quartering the battaile 
and arierward in the fuburbes called Bona Vifta, and in 
placing mufquetiers in houfes to frunt their (hot upon the 
wall, who from the fame fcowred the great ftreates verie 
dangerouflie. 

By this time our men, being throughly wearie with our 
fixe dayes march and the laft nights watch, were defirous 
of reft : whereof the enemie being advertifed; about one 
or two of the clocke, fallied out of the town, and made 
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their approach in three feverall ftreates upon us, but chiefly 
in Colonell Bretts quarter ; who (as moft of the armie was) 
being at reft, with as much fpeed as he could, drew his men 
into armes, and made head againft them fo throughly, as 
himfelfe was flaine in the place, Captaine Carfey (hot 
through the thigh, of which hurt he died within four dayes 
after, Captaine Carre flaine prefently, and Captaine Cave 
hurt (but not mortally), who were all of his regiment 

The refiftance made, as wel here as in other quarters 
where Colonell Lane and Colonel Medkerke commanded, 
put them to a fodaine fowle retreate ; in fo much as the 
Karle of Eflex had the chafe of them even to the gates of 
the high towne, wherein they left behinde them many of 
their beft commanders : their troupe of horfmen alfo came 
out, and, being charged by Captaine Yorke, withdrew 
themfelves againe. Manie of them alfo lefte the ftreates, 
and betooke them to houfes which they found open ; for 
the Serjeant Major, Captaine Wilfon,flewe in one houfe, with 
his owne hands, three or foure, and caufed them that were 
with him to kil manie others. Their lofle, I can aflure you, 
did triple ours, as well in qualitie as in quantitie. 

During our march to this place, Generall Drake, with 
the whole fleete was come into Cafcais, and poflefled the 
towne without anie reflftance : manie of the inhabitants, at 
their difcoverie of our navie, fled with their baggage into 
the mountaines, and left the towne for anie man that would 
poflefle it, till Generall Drake fent unto them, by a Portin- 
gall pilot which he had on boord, to offer them all peace- 
able kindnes, fo farre foorth as they would accept of their 
King, and minifter neceflaries to the armie he had brought: 
which offer they joyfully embraced, and prefently fent two 
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chiefe men of their towne to fignifie their loyaltie to Don 
Antonio, and their honeft affeflions to our people. Where- 
upon the Generall landed his companies not farre from the 
cloyfter called San Domingo, but not without perill of the 
fhot of the caftle, which being guarded with fixtie-five 
Spaniards held ftill agaynft him. 

As our fleete were cafting anker when they came firft 
into the road, there was a fmall fhip of Brafil, that came 
from thence, which bare too with them, and feemed, by 
ftriking her fayles, as though (he would alfo have ankered; 
but, taking her fittefl: occafion, hoyfed againe, and would 
have paffed up the river ; but the Generall, prefently dis- 
cerning her purpofe, fent out a pinnace or two after her, 
which forced her in fuch fort as flie ranne her felfe upon the 
rocks. All the men efcaped out of her ; and the lading 
(being manie chefts of fugar) was made nothing woorth by 
the fait water. In his going thether, alfo, he tooke fliips of 
the Port of Portingal, which were fent from thence with 
fifteene other from Pedro Vermendes Xantes, Serjeant 
Major of the fame place, laden with men and vi6lualls, to 
Lisbone : the reft that efcaped put into San Vues. 

The next day it pleafed General Norris to cal al the 
colonells together, and to advife with them, whether it were 
more expedient to tarrie there to attend the forces of the 
Portingall horfe and foote, whereof the King had made 
promife, and to march fome convenient number to Cafcais 
to fetch our artillarie and munition which was at our fliips, 
faving that which, for neceflitie of the fervice, was brought 
along with us? whereunto fome, carried away with the 
vaine hope of Don Antonio, that moft part of the towne 
ftood for us, held it beft to make our abode there, and to 
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fend fome 3CX)0 for our artillarie ; promifmg to themfelves 
that the enemie, being wel beaten the day before, would 
make no more fallyes. Some others (whofe unbeleefe was 
verie ftrong of anie hope from the Portingall) perfwaded 
rather to march whollie away, than to be anie longer car- 
ried away with an opinion of things, where there was fo 
little apparance. The Generall, not willing to leave anie 
occafion of blott to be layd upon him for his fpeedie going 
from thence, nor to loofe anie more time by attending the 
hopes of Don Antonio, tolde them that, though the expe- 
dition of Portingall were not the onely purpofe of their 
journey, but an adventure therein, which, if it fucceeded 
profperoufly, might make them fufficiently rich and wonder- 
full honorable ; and that they had done fo much alreadie in 
triall thereof as, what ende foever happened, could nothing 
impaire their credits, yet, in regard of the Kings laft pro- 
mife, that hee fliould have that night 3000 men, armed, of 
his owne country, he would not for that night diflodge. 
And if they came, thereby to make him fo ftrong that hee 
might fend the like number for his munition, he would re- 
folve to trie his fortune for the towne. But, if they came 
not, he found it not convenient to divide his forces by 
fending anie to Cafcais, and keeping the remainder be- 
hinde, fithence he faw them, the day before, fo boldly fally 
upon his whole armie, and knew that they were ftronger of 
fouldiers within the towne than hee was without ; and that, 
before our returne could be from Cafcais, that they ex- 
pe6led more fupplies from all places of fouldiers, for the 
Duke of Bragantia and Don Francifco de Toledo were 
looked for with great reliefe. Whereupon his conclufion 
was that, if the 3000 promifed came not that night, to march 
wholly away the next morning. 
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It may bee here demanded, why a matter of fo great 
moment fhould be fo flenderlie regarded, as that the Gene- 
rall ihould march with fuch an armie againfl fuch an 
enemie, before hee knewe either the fulnes of his owne 
ftrength, or certaine meanes how he fhould abide the place, 
when he fhould come to it ? Wherein, I pray you, remem- 
ber the decree made in the Councell of Penicha, and con- 
firmed by publique proteftation the firfl day of our march, 
that our navie fhould meete us in the river of Lisbone, in 
the which was the flore of all our provifions, and fo the 
mean of our tariance in that place, which came not, thogh 
we continued till we had no munition left to entertaine a 
verie fmall light. We are alfo to confider that the King of 
Portingall (whether carried away with imagination by the 
advertifements hee received from the Portingalls, or willing 
by any promife to bring fuch an armie into his countrie, 
thereby to put his fortune once more in triall) affured the 
Generall that uppon his firfl landing there would be a re- 
volt of his fubjefts ; whereof there was fome hope given, 
at our firft entrie to Penicha, by the manner of yeelding of 
that towne and fort, which made the Generall thinke it 
mofl convenient fpeedilie to march to the principall place, 
thereby to give courage to the reft of the countrie. The 
friers, alfo, and the poore people that came unto him, pro- 
mifed that within two daies the gentlemen and others of 
the countrie would come plentifully in : within which two 
daies came many more prieftes, and fome verie fewe gen- 
tlemen on horfebacke; but not till we came to Toras 
Vedras, where they, that noted the courfe of things how 
they pafTed, might fomewhat difcover the weakenes of that 
people. There they tooke two daies more, and at the endc 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 A True Coppie of a Difcourfe. 

thereof referred him till our comming to Lisbone, with 
affurance that fo foone as our armie (hould be feene there, 
all the inhabitants would be for the King, and fall upon 
the Spaniards. 

After two nights tarriance at Lisbone, the King, as you 
have heard, promifed a fupplie of 3000 foote, and fome 
horfe ; but all his appoyntments being expired, even to the 
laft of a night, all his horfe could not make a cornet of 40, 
nor his foote furnifli two enfignes fullie, although they car- 
ried three or foure colours : and thefe were altogether fuch 
as thought to inrich themfelves by the ruine of their neigh- 
bours ; for they committed more diforders, in everie place 
wher we came, by fpoyle than any of our own. 

The Generall, as you fee, having done more than, before 
his comming out of England, was required by the King, 
and given credite to his many promifes, even to the breach 
of the laft, he defifted not to perfwade him to ftay yet nine 
daies longer; in which time he might have engaged him- 
felfe further than with any honor he could come out of 
againe, by attempting a towne fortified, wherein were more 
men armed againft us than wee had to oppugne them, with 
all our artillarie and munition being fifteene miles from us, 
and our men then declining ; for there was the firft Ihewe 
of any great ficknes amongft them. Whereby it feemeth 
that either his Prelacie did much abufe him in perfvvading 
him to hopes, whereof after two or three daies he fawe no 
femblance ; or he, like a fillie lover, who promifeth himfelfe 
favour by importuning a coy miftres, thought by our long 
being before his towne, that, in the ende, taking pitie on 
him, they would let him in. 

What end the friers had by following him with fuch de- 
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votion, I knowe not ; but fure I am the laitie did refpite 
their homage till they might fee which way the viftorie 
would fway, fearing to fhewe themfelves apparantly unto 
him, lead the Spaniard fhould, after our departure (if we 
prevailed not) call them to accompt : yet fent they under 
hand meffages to him of obedience, thereby to fave their 
owne, if he became King ; but, indeede, verie well con- 
tented to fee the Spaniards and us trie by blowes who 
fliould Carrie away the crowne. For they bee of fo bafe a 
mould, as they can verie well fubjeft themfelves to any 
government where they may live free from blowes, and 
have libertie to become rich, being loath to endure hazard 
either of life or goods. For, durft they have put on any 
minds throughly to revolt, they had three wonderfuU good 
occafions offered them during our being there. 

Themfelves did in generall confeffe, that there were not 
above 5000 Spaniards in that part of the countrie, of which 
number the halfe were out of the towne till the laft day of 
our march : during which time how eafilie they might have 
prevailed againft the reft any man may conceive. But, upon 
our approach, they tooke them all in, and combined them- 
felves in generall to the Cardinall. 

The next day after our comming thether, when the fally 
was made uppon us by their moft refolute Spaniards, how 
eafilie might they have kept them out, or have given us 
the gate which was held for their retreate, if they had had 
any thought thereof. 

And two daies after our comming to Cafcaies, when 6000 
Spaniards and Portingalls came againft us as farre as S. 
Julians by land, as you (hall prefentlie heare (all which 
time, I thinke, there were not many Spaniards left in the 
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towne), they had a more fit occafion to Ihewe their devo- 
tion to the King, than any could be offered by our tarrying 
there. And they could not doubt that, if they had (hut 
them out, but that we would have fought with them upon 
that advantage, having fought them in Galitia upon difad- 
vantage to beate them ; and, having taken fo much paines 
to feeke them at their owne houfes, whereof wee gave fuffi- 
cient teftimonie in the fame accident. But I thinke the 
feare of the Spaniard had taken fo deepe impreffion within 
them, as they durft not attempt any thing againft them 
upon anie hazard. 

For what civil country hath everfuffred themfelves to be 
conquered by fo few men as they were t to be deprived of 
their naturall King, and to be tyrannized over thus long as 
they? And what countrey, living in flaverie under a 
ftranger whom they naturally hate, having an armie in the 
field to fight for them and their libertie, would lie ftill with 
the yoke upon their neckes, attending if any ftrangers would 
unburthen them, without fo much as roufing themfelves 
under it, but they } They will promife much in fpeaches, 
for they bee great talkers, whom the Generall had no rea- 
fon to diftruft without triall, and, therefore, marched on 
into their countrey; but they performed little in aftion, 
whereof wee could have had no proofe without this tho- 
rough triall : wherein hee hath difcovered their weaknefTe, 
and honorably performed more than could be in reafon 
expefted of him : which had he not done, would not thefe 
maligners, who feeke occafions of flander, have reported 
him to bee fufpitious of a people of whofe infidelitie he had 
no teftimonie } and to be fearfuU without caufe, if he had 
refufed to give credite to their promifes without anie ad- 
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venture Let no frivolous queftionift, therefore, further 
enquire, why he marched fo manie dayes to Lisbone, and 
tarried there fo fmall a while ? 

The next morning, feeing no performance of promife 
kept, he gave order for our marching away ; himfelfe, the 
Earle of Effex, and Sir Roger Williams, remaining, with 
the ftande that was made in the high ftreate, till the whole 
armie was drawne into the field, and fo marched out of the 
towne, appoyntipg Captaine Richard Wingfield, and Cap- 
taine Anthonie Wingfield in the arrereward of them with 
the fhot, thinking that the enemie (as it was moft likelie) 
would have iflued out upon our rifing; but they were other- 
wife advifed. When we were come into the field, everie 
battalion fell into that order which by courfe appertained 
unto them, and fo marched that night unto Cafcaifs. Had 
wee marched through his countrie as enemies, our fouldiers 
had been well fupplied in all their wants; but had wee made 
enemies of the fuburbs of Lisbone, wee had been the rich- 
eft armie that ever went out of England ; for befides the 
particuler wealth of everie houfe, there were many ware- 
houfes by the water fide full of all forts of rich marchan- 
dizes. 

In our march that day the Gallies, which had fomewhat, 
but not much, annoyed us at Lisbone (for that our way lay 
along the river), attended us till wee were paft S. Julians, 
beftowing many (hot amongft us, but did no harme at all, 
faving that they ftrooke off a private gentlemans legge, and 
killed a Sergeant-Majors moyle under him. The horfmen 
alfo followed us a farre of, and cut off as many ficke men 
as were not able to hold march, nor we had carriage for. 

After wee had been two daies at Cafcais, wee had intel- 
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ligence by a frier that the enemie was marching ftrongly 
towards us, and then come as farre as S. Julians, which 
newes was fo welcome to the Earle of Effex and the Gene- 
rails, as they offered everie one of them to give the meffen- 
ger a hundred crowns if they found them in the place ; for 
the Generall, defiring nothing more than to fight with them 
in field roume, difpatched that night a meffenger with a 
trompet, by whom he writ a cartell to the generall of their 
armie; wherein he gave them the lie, in that it was reported 
that wee diflodged from Lisbone in diforder and feare of 
them (which indeede was moft false), for that it was five of 
the clock in the morning before wee fell into armes, and 
then went in fuch fort as they had no courage to foUowe 
out upon us. Alfo he challenged him therein to meete him 
the next morning with his whole armie, if he durft attend 
his comming, and there to trie out the juftnes of their quar- 
rell by battaile : by whom alfo the Earle of Effex (who, 
preferring the honor of the caufe, which was his countries, 
before his owne safetie)fent a particuler cartell, offering him- 
felfe against any of theirs, if they had any of his qualitie ; 
or, if they would not admit of that, fixe, eight, or tenne, or 
as many as they would appoynt, fhould meete fo many of 
theirs in the head of our battaile to trie their fortunes with 
them, and that they fhould have affurance of their returne 
and honorable intreatie. 

The Generall accordingly made all his armie readie by 
three of the clocke in the morning, and marched even to 
the place where they had encamped, but they were dif- 
lodged in the night in great diforder, being taken with a 
fodaine feare that we had been come upon them, as the 
Generall was the next daye certainly informed : fo as the 
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trumpet followed them to Lisbone, but couW not get other 
anfwere to either of his letters, but threatening to bee hanged 
for daring to bring fuch a meffage : howbeit the Generall 
had caufed to bee written uppon the backfide of their paff- 
port, that if they did offer any violence unto the meffengers, 
he would hang the beft prifoners he had of theirs ; which 
made them to advife better of the matter, and to returne 
them home, but without anfwere. 

After our armie came to Cafcais, and the caflile fum- 
moned, the Caflillan thereof graunted that upon five or 
fixe (hot of the cannon he would deliver the fame, but not 
without fight thereof. The Generall, thinking that his dif- 
treffe within had been fuch for want of men or victualls, as 
he could not hold it many daies, becaufe he faw it other- 
wife defencible enough, determined rather to make him 
yeeld to that neceffitie, than to bring the cannon, and 
therefore onlie fet a gard upon the fame, leaft anie supplie 
of thofe things which hee wanted fliould be brought unto 
them. But he ftill ftanding upon thofe conditions, the 
Generall, about two daies before he determined to goe to 
fea, brought three or four peeces of batterie againft it ; 
upon the firft fire whereof he rendered, and compounded to 
go away with his bagagge and armes : he had one cannon, 
two culverings, one bafilifke, and three or foure other field- 
peeces, three fcore and five fouldiers, verie good ftore of 
munition and victuals enough in the caftle; infomuch as hee 
might have held the fame longer than the Generall had 
purpofe to tarie there. One companie of foot men was 
put into the garde thereof til the artillarie was taken out, 
and our armie embarked, which, without having that fort, 
we could not without great perill have done. When wc 
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were readie to fet faile (one half of the fort being, by ordef 
from the Generall, blown up by myne) the companie was 
drawne away. 

During the time we lay in the road our fleete began, the 
fecond of June, and fo continued fixe daies after, to fetch 
in fome hulks to the number of 60 of Danzik, Staten, Raf- 
tock, Lubec, and Hambui^h, laden with Spanish goods, 
and, as it feemed, for the Kings provifion, and going for 
Lisbone. Their principal lading was corne, maftes, cables, 
copper, and waxe ; amongft which were some of great bur- 
then, wonderful! well builded for failing, which had no 
great lading in them, and therefore it was thought that 
they were brought for the King's provifion, to reinforce his 
decaied navie : whereof there was the greateft likelihood in 
that the owners of the greateft of them, which carried two 
mifnes, was known to be verie inward with the Cardinal!, 
who, rather than hee would be taken with his ihips, com- 
mitted himfelf unto his fmall boate, wherein he recovered 
S. Sebaftians. Into the which our men, that before were 
in fleeboates, were (hipped, and the fleeboates fent home 
with an offer of corne to the value of their hire. But the 
wind being good for them for Rochel, they chofe rather to 
lofe their corne than the winde, and fo departed. The 
General alfo fent his horfes with them, and from thence 
fhipped them into England. 

The third of June, Colonel! Devereux and Colonel! Sid- 
ney being both verie ficke, departed for England, who in 
the whole journey had (hewed themfelves verie forward in 
all fervices, and in their departure verie unwilling to leave 
us : that day we embarked all our armie, but lay in the road 
until the eiglit thereof. 
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The fixt day the Earle of Effex, upon receipt of letters 
from her Majefty by them that brought in the vi6luals, 
prefentlie departed towards England ; with whom Sir Roger 
Williams was verie defirous to go, but found the generals 
verie unwilling he fhould do fo, in that he bare the next 
place to them, and, if they fhould mifcarrie, was to com- 
maund the armie. And the fame day there came unto us 
two fmall barkes that brought tidings of fome other fliippes 
come out of England with vi6luals, which were paffed up- 
wards to the Cape ; for meeting with whom the fecond day 
after wee fet faile for that place, in purpofe, after our meet- 
ing with them, to go to the lies of Azores : the fecond day, 
which was the ninth, wee met them coming backe againe 
towards us, whofe provifion little anfwered our expeftation. 
Notwithftanding, wee refolved to continue our courfe for 
the ilands. 

About this time was the Marchant Royal, with three or 
foure other (hippes, fent to Penicha to fetch away the com- 
panies that were left there ; but Captaine Barton, having 
received letters from the Generalls that were fent overland, 
was departed before, not being able, by reafon of the 
enemie's fpeedie marching thither, either to bring away the 
artillarie or all his men, according to the direflions thofe 
letters gave him ; for hee was no fooner gone than the 
enemie poflelTed the towne and caille, and (hot at our fhips 
as they came into the road. 

At this time alfo was the Ambaffador from the Emperour 
of Mor<x:o, called Hamet Bencafamp, returned ; and with 
him Mafter Ciprian, a gentleman of good place and defart, 
was fent from Don Antonio and Captaine Ouflcy from the 
General to the Emperour. 
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The iiext morning the nine gallies which were fent not 
five daies before out of Andalufia for the ftrengthening of 
the river of Lisbone (which, being joyned with the other 
twelve that were there before, though wee lay hard by them 
at S. Julians, durft never make any attempt againil us upon 
our departure from thence) were returning home, and in 
the morning, being a verie dead calme, in the dawning 
thereof fell in the winde of our fleete, in the uttermoft part 
whereof they affailed one ftragling barke of Plymouth, of 
the which, Ceptaine Calverley being captaine of the land 
companie, with his lieutenant, the mafter, and fome of the 
mariners, abandoned the (hip, and betooke them to the (hip 
boates; whereof one, in which the mafter and the captain 
were, was overrun with the gallies, and they drowned. 
There was also two hulks ftragled farre from the ftrength 
of the other (hips, which were fo calmed, as neither they 
could get to us, nor we to them, though all the great (hips 
towed with their boates to have relieved them, but could 
not be recovered : in one of which was Captaine Min- 
(liaw, with his companie, who fought with them to the laft, 
yea, after his (hep was on fire, which whether it was fired 
by himfelfe or by them we could not well difcerne, but 
might eafilie judge, by his long and good fight, that the 
enemie could not but fuftaine much loffe; who, fetting alfo 
upon one other hulk, wherin was but a lieutenant, and he 
verie fike, were by the valour of the lieutenant put off, 
although they had firft beaten her with their artillarie, and 
attempted to board her. And feeing, alfo, one other hulke 
a league of, afterne of us, they made towards her, but find- 
ing that (he made readie to fight with them, they durft not 
further attempt her ; whereby it fecmcd their loflfe being 
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great in the other fights, they were loath to proceed any 
further. 

From that day till the 19 of June our direftion from the 
Generall was, that if the winde were northerlie wee (hould 
plie for the A9ores, but if foutherlie for the lies of Bayon. 
Wee lay with contrarie windes about that place and the 
Rocke till the foutherlie wind prevailing carried us to 
Bayon, part of our fhips, to the number of 25, in a greate 
winde, which, two dayes before, having loft the Admiralls 
and fleete, according to their direflion, fell in the morning 
of that day with Bayon; among whome was Sir Henrie 
Norris, in the Ayde, who had in purpofe (if the Admiralls 
had not come in), with fome 500 men out of them all, to 
have landed, and attempted the taking of Vigo. The reft 
of the fleete helde with Generall Drake, who, though he 
were two dayes before put uppon thofe ilandes, caft off 
againe to fea for the Azores ; but, remembring how unpro- 
vided he was for that journey, and feeing that he had loft 
manie of his great (hips, returned for Bayon, and came in 
there that night in the evening, where he pafled up the 
river more than a mile above Vigo. 

The next morning we landed as manie as were able to 
fight, which were not in the whole above 2000 men (for in 
the 17 dayes wee continued on board wee had caft manie 
of our men over boord), with which number the Colonell 
Generall marched to the towne of Vigo ; neare the which 
when hee approached, hee fent Captaine Anthonie Wing- 
field, with a troope of (hot, to enter one fide of the fame ; 
who found upon everie ftreetes end a ftrong barricade, but 
altogether abandoned ; for, having entered the towne, he 
found but one man thcrin, but might fee them making way 
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before him to Bayon. On the other fide of the towne 
entred Generall Drake, with Captaine Richard Wingfield, 
whofe approach on that fide (I thinke) made them leave 
the places they had fo artificially made for defence : there 
were alfo certaine (hips fent with the Vizeadmirall to lye 
clofe before the towne, to beate upon the fame with tlieir 
artillarie. 

In the afternoone were fent 300, under the conduft of 
Captaine Petuin and Captaine Henry Poure, to burne 
another village betwixt that and Bayon, called Borfis, and 
as much of the country as the day would give them leave 
to doo ; which was a verie pleafant rich valley, but they 
burnt it all, houfes and corne, as did others on the other 
fide of the toune, both that and the next day, fo as the 
countrey was fpoyled feven or eight miles in length. There 
was found great (lore of wine in the towne, but not anie 
thing els ; for the other daies warning of the fhips that 
came firft in gave them a refpite to carrie all away. 

The next morning by breake of day the Colonell Gene- 
rall (who, in abfence of the Generalls that were on boord 
their (hips, commanded that night on ihore) caufed all our 
companies to be drawen out of the towne, and fent two 
troops to put fier in everie houfe of the fame; which done 
we imbarked againe. 

This day there were certaine marriners (without anie 
direftion) put themfelves on Ihoare, on the contrarie fide of 
the river from us, for pillage ; who were beaten by the 
enemie from their boates, and punifhed by the Generalls 
for their offer in going without allowance. 

The reafons why we attempted nothing againft Bayon 
were before fhewed to bee want of artillarie, and may now 
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be alledged to be the fmall number of our men, who (hould 
have gone againft fo ftrong a place, manned with verie 
good fouldiers; as was fhowed by Juan de Vera, taken at 
the Groyne, who confeffed that there were 600 olde foul- 
diers in garrifon there, of Flanders and the Tercios of 
Naples, lately returned out of the journey of England 
under the leading of 

Capitan Puebla. 

Chriftofero Vafques de Viralta, a fouldier of Flanders. 

Don Petro Camafcho, de tercio de Naples. 

Don Francifco de Cefpedes. 

Capt Juan de Solo, de tercio de Naples. 

Don Diego de Caffava. 

Capt. Sanban. 

Alfo, he faith there be 1 8 peeces of braffe, and foure of 
yron, lately layd upon the walls of the towne, befides them 
that were there before. 

The fame day the Generalls, feeing what weake eftate 
our armie was drawen into by fickneffe, determined to man 
and victuall 20 of the beft (hips for the Iflandes of Azores, 
with Generall Drake, to fee if he could meete with the 
Indian fleete, and Generall Norris to returne home with the 
reft. And, for the fliifting of the men and viflualls ac- 
cordingly, purpofed the next morning to fall downe to the 
Iflands of Bayon againe, and to remaine there that daye. 
But Generall Drake, according to their appoyntment being 
under fayle, never ftrooke at the iflandes, but put ftraight 
to fea ; whom all the fleete followed, faving 33, which being 
in the river further than he, and at the enterance out of 
the same, finding the winde and tide too hard againft them, 
were inforced to caft anker there for that night : amongft 
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whom, by good fortune, was the Forefight, and in her Sir 
Edward Norris. And the night following, Generali Norris 
being driven from the reft of the fleete by a great ftorme 
(for all that daye was the greateft ftorme we had all the 
time we were out) came agayne into the iflands, but not 
without great perill, hee being forced to truft to a Spanifh 
fifherman (who was taken two days before at fea) to bring 
him in. 

The next morning he called a councell of as manie as he 
found there, holding the purpofe he had before concluded 
with Sir Francis Drake the day before, and direfled all 
their courfes for England, tarying there all that day to 
water and helpe fuch with vi6luall as were lefte in wonder- 
full diftrefle, by having viftualls that came laft carried away 
the day before to fea- 

The next day he fet fayle, and the tenth day after, which 
was the fecond of July, came into Plymouth, where he 
found Sir Francis Drake, and all the Queenes (hips, with 
manie of the others, but not all; for the fleete was disperfed 
into other harbors, fome lead by a defire of returning from 
whence they came, and fome, being poflefled of the hulkes, 
fought other ports from their Generals eye, wher they might 
make their private commoditie of them, as they have done 
to their great advantage. 

Prefently upon their arrivall there, the Generals diffolved 
all the armie, faving 8 companies, which are yet held toge- 
ther, giving everie fouldier five (hillings in money and the 
armes he bare to make money of, which was more than 
could by anie meanes be due unto them; for they were not 
in fervice three months, in which time they had their 
viftualls, which no man will value at lefle than halfe their 
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pay; for fuch is the allowance in her Majesties (hips to her 
marriners, fo as there remained but ten (hillings a month 
more to be paid, for which there was not any private man 
but had apparell and furniture to his own ufe ; fo as everie 
common fouldier difcharged receaved more in money, 
vi6luals, apparell, and furniture than his pay did amount 
unto. 

Notwithftanding, there be, even in the fame place wher 
thofe things have paffed, that either doo, or will not con- 
ceave the fouldiers eftate by comparing their povertie and 
the fliortneffe of the time together, but lay fome injuries 
upon the Generalls and the action. Where, and by the 
way, but efpeciallie here in London, I finde there have been 
fome falfe prophets gone before us, telling ftraunge tales. 
For as our countrey doth bring forth manie gallant men, 
who, defirous of honour, doo put themfelves into the 
actions thereof, fo dooth it manie more dull fpirited, who, 
though their thoughtes reach not fo high as others, yet doo 
they liften how other mens acts doo paffe, and eyther be- 
leaving what anie man will report unto them, are willingly 
caried away into errors, or, tied to fome greater mans faith, 
become fecretaries againft a noted truth. The one fort of 
thefe do take their opinions from the high way fide, or at 
the fardeft goe no farther than Paules to enquire what 
hath been done in this voyage : where if they meete with 
anie whofe capacitie before their going out could not make 
them live, nor their valour maintain their reputation, and 
who went onely for spoyle, complayning on the hardneffe 
and miferie thereof, they thinke they are bound to give 
credite to thefe honed men who were parties therein, and 
in verie charitie become of their opinions. The others, to 
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make good the faction they are entred into, if they see anie 
of thofe malecontents (as everie journey yeeldeth fome) 
doo runne unto them, like tempting spirits, to confirme them 
in their humour, with affurance that they foresawe before 
our going out what would become thereof 

Be ye not therefore too credulous in beleeving everie 
report, for you fee there have been many more beholders 
of thefe things that have paffed, than actors in the fame ; 
who, by their experience, not having the knowledge of the 
ordinarie wants of the warre, have thought that to be hard 
not to have their meate well dreffed, to drinke fometimes 
water, to watch much, or to fee men die and be slaine was a 
miferable thing; and not having fo given their minds to the 
fervice as they are anything inftrufted thereby, doo, for want 
of better matter, difcourfe ordinarilie of thefe things ; 
whereas the journey (if they had with that judgment feen 
into it, and as their places required) hath given them farre 
more honorable purpofe and argument of difcourfe. 

These mens difcontentments and miflikings, before our 
comminghome, have made me labour thus much to inftruft 
you in the certaintie of everie thing, because I would not 
willinglie have you mifcarried in the judgments of them ; 
wherein you (hall give me leave fomewhat to delate upon a 
queftion, which I onlie touched in the beginning of my 
letter; namelie, whether it bee more expedient for our 
eftate to maintaine an offensive warre againft the King of 
Spaine in the Lowe Countries, or, as in this journey, to 
offend him in his nearer territories, feeing the grounds of 
arguing thereof are taken from the experience which the 
actions of this journey have given us. 

There is no good fubjefl that will make queftion whether 
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It bee behoofefuU for us to hold friendfliip with thefe neigh- 
bours of ours or no, as well in refpect of the infinite propor- 
tion of their (hipping, which muft (land either with us or 
againft us, as of the commoditie of their harbors, efpecialle 
that of Vli(hing, by the favour whereof our navie may con- 
tinuallie keepe the Narrow Seas, and which would harbour 
a greater fleete againft us than the Spaniard (hall neede to 
annoy us withall; who being now diftreflfed by our common 
enemie, I think it moft expedient for our fafety to defend 
them, and it may bee to give them a re-entrie into that 
they have of late yeares loft unto him. The one, without 
doubt, her Majeftie may doo without difficultie, and in fo 
honorable fort as he (hall never be able to difpoffeffe her, or 
them, of any the towns they now hold. But if any man 
thinke that the Spaniard may bee expelled from thence 
more fpeedilie or convenientlie by keeping an armie there, 
than by fending one againft him in his own countrie, let 
him forefee of how many men, and continuall fupplies, that 
armie muft confift, and what intollerable expences it re- 
quireth. And let him thinke, by the example of the Duke 
of Alva, when the Prince of Orrange had his great armie 
againft him, and of Don Jon when the States had their 
mightie affemblie againft him, how this wife enemie, with 
whom wee are to deale, may, but by prolonging to fight 
with us, leave us occafions enough for our armie within fewe 
moneths to mutine and breake, or by keeping him in his 
townes leave us a spoy led field ; where, though our provi- 
fions may be fuch of our own as wee ftarve not, yet is our 
weaknes in any ftrange countrie fuch, as with ficknes and 
miferie we (hall be diffolved. And let him not forget what 
a continuall burthen wee hereby lay upon us, in that to 
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repoffeffe thofe countries which have been lately loft will 
be a warre of longer continuance than wee fhall be able to 
endure. 

In the verie action whereof what fhould hinder the King 
of Spaine to bring his forces home unto us ? For it is ccr- 
taine that he hath long fince fat downe in councell, that 
there is no way for him whoUie to recover thofe Lowe 
Countries, but by bringing the warre uppon England it 
felfe, which hath alwaies affifted them againft him; and 
that being determined, and whereunto he hath been vehe- 
mentlie urged by the laft yeeres loffe he fufteined uppon 
our coafts, and the great diflionor this journey hath laid 
uppon him, no doubt, if wee (hall give him refpite to doo 
it, but he will mightelie advance his purpofe, for he is richlie 
able thereunto, and wonderful! defirous of revenge. 

To encounter wherewith I wifh, even in true and honeft 
zeale to my countrie, that wee were all perfwaded that 
there is no fuch affured meanes for the fafetie of our eftate, 
as to bufie him with a well-furnifhed armie in Spaine, which 
hath fo many goodlie bayes open, as wee may land without 
impeachment as many men as (hall be needfuU for fuch an 
invafion. And having an armie of twentie thoufand royallie 
furni(hed there, we (hall not neede to take much care for 
their paiment ; for (hall not Lisbone be thought able to 
make a few men rich, when the fuburbs thereof were found 
fo abounding in riches as, had wee made enemie of them, 
they had largely enriched us all ? Which with what fmall 
lo(Te it may be wonne is not here to (hewe ; but why it was 
not wonne by us I have herein (hewed you. Or is not the 
spoyle of Civill fufficient to pay more than (hall be needful 
to be fent againft it, whofe defence (as that of Lisbone) is 
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onlie force of men, of whom how many may for the prefent 
be raifed is not to be efteemed, becaufe wee have difcovered 
what kinde of men they bee ; even fuch as will never abide 
ours in field, not dare withftand any refolute attempt of 
ours againft them : for during the time wee were in many 
places of their countrie, they cannot fay that ever they 
made twentie of our men turne their faces from them. 
And be there not many other places of leffe difficultie to 
fpoyle, able to fatisfy our forces ? 

But admit that if upon this alarme that we have given 
him, he, tendring his naturall and neareft foyle before his 
further removed off governments, do drawe his forces of old 
fouldiers out of the Low Countries for his own defence, is 
not the viflorie then wonne by drawing and holding them 
from thence, for the which we fliould have kept an armie 
there at a charge by many parts greater than this, and not 
ftirred them ? * 

Admit, further, our armie be impeached from landing 
there, yet by keeping the fea and poffeffing his principall 
roades, are wee not in poiTibilitie to meete with his Indian 
merchants, and verie like to prevent him and his provifions 
comming out of the eaft countries ? without the which 
neither the fubjefl of Lisbone is long able to live, nor the 
King able to maintain his navie : for though the countrey 
of Portingall doo fome yeres finde themfelves come, yet are 
they never able to viftuall the leaft part of that citie. And 
albeit the King of Spaine be the richeft Prince in Christen- 
dome, yet can he neyther draw cables, hew mafts, nor make 
powder of his mettalls, but is to bee fupplied of them all 
from thence. Of whom (some will hold opinion) it is no 
reafon to make prize, becaufe they are not our enemies ; 
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and that our difagreeance with them will impeach the trade 
of our merchants and fo impoverifh our countrey. Of 
whofe minde I can hardly be drawen to be; for if my enemie 
fighting with me doo breake his fword, fo as I thereby have 
the advantage againft him, what (hall I thinke of him that 
putteth a new fword into his hand to kill me withal ? And 
may it not be thought more fitting for us in thefe times to 
loofe our trades of cloath, than, by fuffering thefe mifchiefes, 
to put in hazard whether we fhall have a countrey left to 
make cloth in or no ? And yet, though neether Hamburgh, 
Embden, nor Stode doo receive our cloth, the neceffarie ufe 
thereof in all places is fuch, as they will finde meanes to 
take it from us with our fufficient commoditie. 

And admit (which were impoffible) that wee damnifie 
him neither at fea nor land (for unlefle it bee with a much 
more mightie armie than ours he shall never be able to 
withfland us), yet shal wee, by holding him at his home, free 
our felves from the warre at our own walls; the benefite 
whereof let them confider that beft can judge, and have ob- 
ferved the difference of invading and being invaded, the 
one giving courage to the fouldier in that he dooth fet be- 
fore him commoditie and reputation, the other a fearful 
terror to the country man, who, if by chaunce hee play the 
man, yet is he never the richer, and who, knowing many 
holes to hide himfelfe in, will trie them all before he put 
his life in perill by fighting ; whereas the invader cafteth 
up his accompt before he goeth out, and, being abroad, 
muft fight to make himfelfe way, as not knowing what 
place or ftrength to truft unto. I will not fay what I ob- 
ferved in our country men, when the enemie offered to 
affaile us here ; but I wish that all England knewe what 
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terror we gave to the fame people, that frighted us, by vifit- 
ing them at their ovvne houfes. 

Were not Alexanders fortunes great againft the mighty 
Darius onely, in that his Macedonians thirfted after the 
wealth of Perfia, and were bound to fight it out to the laft 
man, becaufe the laft man knewe no fafer waye to fave 
himfelfe than by fighting ? Whereas the Perfians, either 
trufting to continue ftill matters of their wealth by yeelding 
to the invador, began to praftife againft their owne king; 
or having more inward hopes, did hide themfelves even to 
the laft, to fee what' courfe the conquerour would take in 
his conqueft. And did not the advice of Scipio, though 
mightely impugned at the firft, prove verie found and 
honorable to his countrey ; who, feeing the Romanes won- 
derfully amazed at the nearneffe of the enemies forces, 
and the loffes they dayly fuftained by them, gave counfaile, 
rather by way of diverfion, to carrie an armie into AfTricke, 
and there to aflfaile, than by defencive warre at home to 
remaine fubjedl to the common fpoyles of an affailing 
enemie ? Which, being put in execution, drew the enemie 
from the gates of Rome, and Scipio returned home with 
triumph ; albeit his beginnings at the firft were not fo for- 
tunate againft them as ours have been in this fmall time 
againft the Spaniard. The good fucceffe whereof maye 
encourage us to take armes refolutely againft him ; and I 
befeech God it may ftirre up all men that are purticularly 
interefted therein, to bethinke themfelves how fmall a 
matter will affure them of their fafetie, by holding the 
Spaniard at a baye fo farre of : whereas, if wee give him 
leave quietly to hatch and bring foorth his preparations, it 
will bee with danger to us all. 

K 
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He taketh not armes againft us by anie pretence of title 
to the crowne of this realme, nor led altogether with an 
ambitious defire to command our countrey, but with hatred 
towards our whole nation and religion. Her Majefties 
fcepter is already given by Bull to another ; the honours of 
our nobilitie are beftowed for rewardes upon his attendants ; 
our clergie, our gentlemen, our lawyers, yea, all men of 
what condition foever are offered for fpoyle unto the com- 
mon fouldier. Let everie man, therefore, in defence of the 
libertie and plentie he hath of long enjoyed, offer a volun- 
tarie contribution of the fmalleft part of their ftore for the 
affurance of the reft. It were not much for everie juftice of 
peace, who by his blewe coate protefteth the propereft and 
moft ferviceable men, at everie mufter, from the warres, to 
contribut the charge that one of thefe idle men doo put 
him to for one yere : nor for the lawyer, who rifeth by the 
diffentions of his neighbors, to take but one yeares giftes 
(which they call fees) out of his coffers. What would it 
hinder everie officer of the Exchequer, and other of her 
Majefties courtes, who without checke doo fodainlie grow 
to great wealth, honeftlie to bring foorth the myfticall com- 
moditie of one yeres profites t Or the clergie, who looke 
precifely for the tenths of everie mans increafe, fimply to 
bring foorth the tenth of one yeares gathering, and, in 
thankfulnes to her Majeftie (who hath continued for all our 
fafeties a moft chargeable warre both at land and fea) be- 
ftowe the fame, for her honour and their owne affuraunce, 
uppon an armie which may make this bloodie enemie fo to 
knowe himfelfe and her Majefties power as hee (hall be- 
thinke him what it is to moove a ftirring people } Who, 
though they have receaved fome fmall checke by the sick- 
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neffe of this laft journey, yet doubt I not, but if it were 
made knowen that the like voyage were to be fupported by 
a generalitie (that might and would beare the chaise of a 
more ample provifion) but there would of all fortes moft 
willingly put themfelves into the fame ; fome caried with 
an honorable defire to be in aflion, and fome in love of fuch 
would affeflionately follow their fortunes : fome in thirfting 
to revenge the death and hurts of their brethren, kindred, 
and friends ; and fome, in hope of the plentiful fpoyles to 
be found in thofe countreyes, having been there alreadie 
and returned poore, would defire to goe againe with an 
expectation to make amends for the laft : and all, in hatred 
of that cowardly proud nation, and in contemplation of 
the true honour of our own, would with courage take armes 
to hazard their lives againft them whom everie good 
Englifhman is in nature bound to hate as an implacable 
enemie to England, thirfting after our blood, and labouring 
to ruine our land, with hope to bring us under the yoke of 
perpetuall flaverie. 

Againft them is true honour to bee gotten, for that wee 
(hall no fooner fet foote in their land, but that every fteppe 
we tread will yield us newe occafion of aftion ; which I wiih 
the gallantrie of our countrie rather to regarde, than to 
followe thofe foft unprofitable pleafures wherein they now 
confume their time and patrimonie. And in two or three 
townes of Spaine is the wealth of all Europe gathered to- 
gether, which are the magasins of the fruits and profites of 
the Eaft and Weft Indies : wherunto I wifh our young able 
men, who (againft the libertie they are borne unto) terme 
themfelves ferving men, rather to bend their defires and 
affeftions, than to attend their double liverie and fortie 
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(hillings by the yeare wages, and the reverfion of the old 
coppie-hold for carrying a dilh to his mafters table. 

But let me here reprehend my felfe and crave pardon for 
entring into a matter of fuch ftate and confequence, the 
care whereof is alreadie laid upon a moft grave and honor- 
able Councell, who will in their wifedomes forefee the dan- 
gers that may bee threatned againft us. And why do I 
labour to difquiet the fecuritie of thofe happie gentlemen, 
and the trade of thofe honeft ferving men, by perfwading 
them to the warres, when I fee the profeffion therof fo flen- 
derlie efteeined } For, though al our hope of peace be 
fruftrate, and our quarrells determinable by the fword ; 
though our enemie hath, by his own forces and by his pen- 
cionaries induftrie, confined the united Provinces into a 
narrowe roume, and almoft difunited the fame ; if he be 
now in a good way to harbour himfelfe in the principal! 
havens of France, from whence he may frunt us at plea- 
fure; yea, though wee are to hope for nothing but a 
bloudie warre, nor can truft to any helpe but armes, yet 
how farre the common fort are from reverencing or re- 
garding any perfons of conduftion was too apparent in the 
returne of this our journey, wherein the bafe and common 
fouldier hath been toUerated to fpeake againft the captaine, 
and the fouldier and captaine againft the generalls; and 
wherein mechanicall, and men of bafe condition, doo dare 
to cenfure the dooings of them of whofe afts they be not 
worthie to talke. 

The auncient grave degree of the Prelacie is uphelde, 
though Martin rayle never fo much, and the lawyer is, after 
the olde manner worfliipped, whofoever inveigh againft 
him ; but the auncient Englifli honour is taken from our 
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men of warre, and their profeffion in difgrace, though never 
fo neceffarie. Either we commit idolatrie to Neptune, and 
will put him alone ftill to fight for us, as he did the laft 
yere, or we be inchanted with fome divellilh opinions, that 
travaile nothing more than to diminifli the reputation of 
them upon whofe fhoulders the burthen of our defence 
againfl: the enemie muft lie when occafion (hall be offered. 
For, whensoever he (hall fet foote upon our land, it is 
neither the preaching of the clergie that can turne h'im out 
againe, nor the pleading of any lawyers that can remove 
him out of poffeffion : no, then they will honour them whom 
now they thinke not on ; and then muft thofe men ftand 
betweene them and their perills, who are now thought un- 
worthie of any eftimation. 

May the burning of one towne (which coft the King then 
being fixe times as much as this hath done her Majeftie, 
wherein were loft feaven times as many men as in any one 
fervice of this journey, and tarried not the tenth part of 
our time in the enemies countrie) bee by our elders highly 
reputed, and founded out by the hiftorie of the realme, and 
can our voyage be fo meanlie efteemed, wherein wee burned 
both townes and countries without the loffe of fortie men 
in any fuch attempt ? 

Did our kings in former times reward fome with the 
greateft titles of honour for overthrowing a number of 
poore Scots, who, after one battle loft, were never able to 
reenforce themfelves againft him ? and ftiall they in this 
time, who have overthrowne our mightie enemie in battaile, 
and taken his royall ftanderd in the field, befieged the 
Marquefs of Saralba fifteen daies together, that ftiould have 
been Generall of the armie againft us, brought away fo 
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much of his artillarie (as I have before declared) be unwor- 
thelie efteemed of? 

Is it poflible that fome, in fome times, (hould receive their 
reward for looking uppon an enemie, and ours, in this time, 
not receive fo much as thankes for having beaten an enemie 
at handie ftrokes ? 

But it is true that no man (hall be a prophet in his 
countrey ; and, for mine owne part, I will lay afide my 
armes till that profeflion (hall have more reputation, and 
live with my friends in the countrey, attending either fome 
more fortunate time to ufe them, or fome other good occa- 
fion to make me forget them. 

But what! (hall the blind opinion of this monfter, a beaft 
of many heads (for fo hath the generalitie of old been 
termed) caufe me to negleft the profeflion from whence I 
challenge fome reputation, or diminifh my love to my 
countrey, which hitherto hath nourifhed mee ? No: it was 
for her fake I firft tooke armes, and for her fake I will 
handle them fo long as I fhall be able to ufe them ; not 
regarding how fome men in private conventicles doo mea- 
fure mens eftimations by their own humours, nor how 
everie populer perfon doth give fentence on everie mans 
aftions by the worft accidents; but attending the gracious 
aspect of our dread fovereigne, who never yet left vertue 
unrewarded, and depending upon the juftice of her moft 
rare and grave advifers, who, by their heedie looking into 
everie mans worth, doo give encouragement to the ver- 
tuous to exceede others in vertue ; and affuring you that 
there fhall never anything happen more pleafing unto me 
than that I may once againe be a partie in fome honor- 
able journey againft the Spaniard in his owne countrie, I 
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will ceafe my complaint, and with them that deferve beyond 
me, patiently endure the unadvifed cenfure of our malicious 
reprovers. 

If I have feemed in the beginning hereof troublefome 
unto you in the difcourfing of thofe impediments, and an- 
fwering the flaunders which, by the vulgar, malicious, and 
mutinous fort are laid as blemiflies upon the journey, and 
reproaches upon the Generalls (having indeede proceeded 
from other heads), let the neceffitie of conferving the repu- 
tation of the aflion in generall, and the honors of our 
Generalls in particuler, be my fufficient excufe ; the one 
having, by the vertue of the other, made our countrie more 
dreaded and renowned than any aft that ever England 
undertooke before. Or if you have thought my perfwa- 
sible difcourfe long in the latter end, let the affeftionate 
defire of my countries good be therein anfwerable for me. 
And, fuch as it is, I pray you accept it as onely recom- 
mended to your felfe, and not to be delivered to the pub- 
lique view of the world, lead any man take offence thereat ; 
which fome particuler men may feeme juftlie to doo, in that 
having deferved verie well, I fliould not herein give them 
their due commendations : whereas my purpofe in this pri- 
vate difcourfe hath been onelie to gratifie you with a touch 
of thofe principall matters that have paffed ; wherein I have 
onelie taken notes of thofe men who either commanded 
everie fervice, or were of chiefteft marke. If, therefore, 
you (hall impart the fame to one, and hee to another, and fo 
it paffe through many hands, I knowe not what conftruftions 
would be made thereof to my prejudice, for that the hares 
eares may happelie bee taken for homes. Howbeit, I hold 
it verie neceffarie (I muft confeffe) that there fliould bee 
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fome true manifeftation made of thefe things ; but bee it 
farre from me to be the author thereof, as verie unfit to deli- 
ver my cenfure of any matter publique, and mod unwilling 
to have my weaknes difcovered in private. And fo doo 
leave you to the happie fuccefle of your accuftomed good 
exercifes, earneftlie wifhing that there may bee fome better 
acceptance made of the fruites of your ftudies, than there 
hath been of our hazards in the warres. From London the 
30 of Auguft. 1589. 

FINIS. 



Errors infundrie names muji thus be read, 

Pag 16, lin. 3i,reade Santa Cruz ; lin. 23 reade at Mad- 
rid,- Pag 17, lin. I, reade at Madrid; lin. 2, reade Capt. 
Man9o. Pag 21, lin. 12, reade Cap. Sydenham, Pag 29, 
lin. 8, reade at Lorina ; lin. 34-35 reade los Cavalleros. 
Pag 34, lin. 6, reade Sant Vu^. Pag 45, lin. 29-31 read 
del Tercio de Napoles, lin. 34, reade Capt. Sauban. 
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